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AUTHOR’S NOTE 


Cold Rico ”, not inaptly, closoriboH this collocf- 
tion of ahoi't atorioa. AH of thorn oxcopt ono- The 
Oracle of the Nim SVec-havo boon i)ubli8lio(l boforo, 
in nowapapora or pcriodioala. Of tho Hindu’, 
hospitality T liavo frcoly partaken in tho past, and 
to its Editor I am bohoMon for kind ponnission to 
reprint tlio stories ~ and there are six of thom- 
which worn piiblisliod in tlio Hmdu. “ The Wai/.'i 
of a Maid ” rccrmtly aiipoarod in Triveni, Moliveu 
md Jlfcji ” was pnblisiiod some time ago in tho 
Pndvikkottai Collogo Magaxitui and "A Pamful 
Inlervhw'’ in tho Sri Minakshi Ooliogo Mistioliiuiy. . 
My best tliaiiks are duo to tlio .Editors of 
Triveni and tlio rndnkkotta.i College Magazine and 
tho authorities of tlio Aimamalai University for 
penniasion to inoludo tho Htorios in this eoUo'ctiom 

X aliall not apologise for this vouturo, for 
apology, ut best, is tiresome. If tlio dissatisfied reader 

shordd wonder why on earth I did not ‘'shun tho 

bowl ” Init dipped my guill in it, my answer is, 
^'QaeoeUm scribv.ndiP’ I wrote to p'lonso myself 
and I publish tho storioa bueaiiHo, like all authors, 1 
hopo for tho best. Tho oharaotora in those stories are 
all tiotitious ; tho locale is largely tho Coromandel 
Coast, with a littlo ro-aluillliug and ro-naming of 
districts ; and, as for tho period eovorod by thorn, 
it haa moro in common with tho world which 
preceded it than tho ono- bravo and now? -which 
tho ond of tho war ia oxpootod to ushor in. 



CONTMTS 


1 

A Painful Interview 

PAGES 

1 

2 

The Waye of a Maid 

13 

3 

A Sermon in Marble 

29 

4 

Non-Co-operation 

44 

6 

Hyde Park Corner 

fiO 

6 

Two of a Kind 

71 

7 

The Oracle of the Nim Tree 

81 

8 

Motives and Men 

00 

9 

A Debt Discharged 

95 

10 

The Astrologer 

105 

11 

Circumstances alter Oases 

127 

12 

The Hosts of Tuscany 

143 



A PAINFui I^-'^:ERVIEW 


Judge ]?aiicliapagc8a Sastri, it Hoomod, wanted to 
give liifi daughter in marriage to mo. So that, wJion 
Tahaildar Margam Aiyar suggested that my father and 
I liad bettei' eall on tlio Judge in a friendly way and 
offoied to eonduct m personally to tlio groat man’s 
pr(5Hen(!(), luy father, after some hesitation, agreed. It 
was not eustoinary, of (jouvhc. There are some woU- 
uiulerHto{)d rules in suoli matters and, striotly speaking, 
it was Ji^inohapugoaa Sastri, as the fatlior of tlio girl, who 
should have })aid the first visit. Hut Margam Aiyai’, 
with obvious taet, hi.sistod that it was all in the \ray of 
frioudsldp and tiiat ,l?auehapagcsa Sastri would visit iw 
in person iu duo uoiirso and make a torinal olfor of 
marriage. My fatlior, wlio was not taken in by the 
pretence, auquie.scsed iu it. 

I was an ollgililo bachelor, i had taken my degree 
in lOnglish Honours, was a graduate in law, twenty- 
throe and good-looking. »So tliat, ol the triple qualiii- 
oations one looks for in the prospoidavo bridegroom, I 
posHo.s.sod two. I had no i>roporty worih mentioning, 
it is true, lait being a lawyor, J liopoii (sisily to make 
my fortune. I iiad a good local repnta.tion for .I.Cnglish 
schohirshij). But none knew bettor tluui T how ill I 
deserved it. T loved and admired the laugimge, its 
resilience, its wonderful expres-sivenoss. But I, wrote it 
ill and spoke it worso. I contrived to express mysoU, 
of course, hut 1 s])oko heavily, clumsily and with trem- 
endous olfort and all the time I was painfully aware 
thai; simpler, homelier modes of exprcHsion existed, 
whieli hinted tlioir prosonco in iiuUatinet regions ot the 


J’i’ was a painful inter viow.'^v.^.... 
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mind ^nd, like children playin|: at ludc-aud-seek, 
discovered themselves after 1 had coiilbased defeat. 
I had oilier qualifications if one eared for tliem. I was 
centre forward for my College, knew a lot of Sanskrit 
fit was the family inheritance), wore khaddar and was 
intensely interested in politics and had a strong and 
well-grounded objection to British rule, But tliese had 
no place for consideration in juarriago problems. Good 
looks, education and property, those alone counted. 
My father was an old-fasJiioned person, know no ISiiglish 
was altogether clumsy and iucompetont. My inothor* 
worse. She was an excellent wife and an adorable 
mother. She assisted my father in the performance of 
ihtyagna and the honm and other spiritual exorcises 
with reverent zast and had fed, clothed apcl brought us 
up witli old-fashioncd scmpnlousjicss and care. Wealth 
as such, had.no attvacticius for her, tliough she loved to 
pze on the personal adornments of tlio ricli. But; she 
longed for a daughtoi-in-law drawn from tho oiri( 5 ial 
classes (wluoli, to her, was synonymous witii tho rich), 
just one hko Parvatam next door. Tlio girl wore suuli 
lovely aans and resplendent jewels and sang ami jdayod 
in a way that made men niarvol. Kuppammal, our 
sour-tempered neighbour, who lived over tho way and 
constantly cam© in to borrow or return a sj)Oonful of 
poppor or salt and stayed gossiping in that acid way of 



wvuiv uwlor uav sno 

would run away to her fatJierV house on some ),/otoxt 

mother-in-law to feteli wator 
fw ’ do the cooking baforo oiTico-timo and run 

generally. The mothbr-in-Iaw, being a clover 
woman, just kept up appearances and put on her best 
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face ovor it. But, sAe, KupiJammul, know. “ How 
could liumble JoHc like us stand these girls who droased 
and ‘ played tlio box * like a dancing-girl in the sight of 
all men ? ” My mother, simple soul, would listen 
wondering l!mt suoh things could bo, and express to 
lior, in a voico full of concora, tbe eager hope tiial; God 
would send her a dutiful daughter-in-hiw. But tlion, 
onoo ICuppaininars bacsk was turned, she would turn 
the mattoj' ovoj‘ in her mind, feol insthu'tivoly that 
her harsh judgemonts wore duo to hor eynitjul humour 
and (Iccido a fresh for a protty, little daughter-in-law 
who would stop out of a horse-drawn eoacli, chid in 
diamonds and a gorgeous fiari aiul wlio ‘ played Ibo box,’ 
meaning the liavinoniuin. T.t is no matter for surprise, 
tliOL'oforo, tiiat wheii Margam Aiyar liintcul at the 
po.ssibility of an alliaiuio with the wealthy Disti’UJt 
•Judge, tliero was a Ihittor of joy in (he mafeitial 
broast. 

Wo wont, the three of us, Margu.m Aiyar, my 
father and 1. Margam Aiyai- led self-inipoi-l-antly, 
and my fatlior, T could sec, was awkward and nervous. 
S felt cocksure and a bit elate(l. (WIu)1-1ku‘ lb(» inarriago 
eiuno off or not, it was somotlung tha(r n live .District 
Judge (lould consklor mo in relation to his dauglitor. 
!lt would sot mo on my feet for six mouths at least. 
'1,’horo was a (iad of a District Munsif wlio tr(!ated mo 
in a very oll’ hand fasluon and .1. waiil-ed l.o tln^ look 
on his silly face when ho hoard of it all). My father 
was itnpvoHHod at the sight of tins Distric't •fudge’s 
bungalow. It liad heem built for I'hu’opean ollicers in 
days when it Avas thought Ihoy would I’or e-ver, and 
it was a sign of tho changing times Hud. a * native, ’ 
could inhabit it. A dujfcdar in a seui'hd. susli ihrown 
ovor a dirty (ioga mlmmexl resixustfiilly to the I’aiisildar, 
Wo were shown in and informed that the great) man 
was at Ins ablutions. Wo sat in a l)ig hall wlioro 
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Panohapagesa Saatri held ids offioo. (Thoro wan HU(di a 
thing as an offioo*i‘oom but it had boon giv(Mi over to 
the servants.) A rough woodoii table, ji (ioiiplo of 
armless oliairs, a rosewood armoliair with ono arm gone 
an anjBmio-looking rattan lounge and an old sola’ 
through whose faded cretonne tlio liorao-hair showed’ 
were all that wore tiioro in tlio way of furni(aii-o. At one 
end was a baby’s cot and, from tho verandaii at tlm 
back, a purple and gold mri gloamod in tln 5 morjiiao 
aun. Piles of papers littered tho jiidi(m,,l ollino-tahU, 
under which a httlc child, naked save for its haindds 
of gold and silver anklets, played with tJio contoiitH of 
tho wastewer basket. To my faiJmr'H whispered 

question, MargainAiyarvopIioil that it PnuelipLosa 
>y his daughter. (I km)^v the oldld's 
fathor--a rako, if tliorc was ono. Ho had run throiiLdi 
hia patrimony m an inoredibly short sjiaee of time and 

fathei-m-Iaw s house once a. quarter. Ho nsud to come 
with his moutli stiillbd with tobacco, a hairv ehost and 

ifCve waist, siay id. 'a few dltys 

uhv M to return in a. ireok.) We sat 

idly, Margam Aiyar vainly ondoavoviring to make 
conversation. 1 soon became aware tlmt^ [ w, an 

«tead|a„d, if t ^ 

that I was an m.a n n and /»i«nnation 

nx., and a vakil. SJio promptly 
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said, “Whafi is thovo iu being a vaUi^^ There ^aro 
several who do not make oven ten rupees a month.” 

“But,” said Margam Aiyar, “ this boy is dillbront. 
He is very clever and will come up very high.” 

“ One cniinot tell,” countered the lady. “ Every- 
thing dopeiuls on hiok. And it i-ociuiroB so much 
clovernosH. One should know how to talk well. And 
that is no joke. There are vakils wim don’t earn oven 
their ^julka fare to court.” 

I was {liiillod. I did not like lior way of (tlubbing 
destiny and (sapa(5it-y together. The uncertainty of fate 
in ordering iny career, i could understand. J5ut her 
do\d)ts of my a bility to make my mark, to earn a living 
wage ! And tlio way sbe gave expression to them 1 1 
hated ho]* from that instant. I <50uld not ludj) mentally 
contrasting hoi- witli my mother, in similar circiim- 
taiicOH, slio would have said, “Ob, I am so glad. Ood 
bless the young man; witli His blossings all will turn 
out well. ” And she would Jiavo concluded witli the 
Tamil vorsion of the truth that wlnit man has done, 
man can do. 

Banchapugosa Sastri ca-me in presently, with mea- 
sured tread, l ie was a tall, hald-lieaded iiorson, wlioao 
horu-i'iminod HjiocbaoloR ill-accorded with the thickly- 
applied Hincar of sacred ashes on his forolnnul and the 
rosary of heads, sacred to the Lord iSiva, wlucli adorned 
his dark-lirown chest. 

“ Hullo, Margam Aiyar, (iood morning. How do 
you do 1 All well, I suppose ? Have you boon waiting 
long ? ” “ Oil no, ” said Margam Aiyar, vising hurriedly. 
“Wo were lalkiiig to your mother,” {Wo had been 
kept waiting for more than hnU-an-hour, of which liio 
old lady Inul nut kept us engaged for more than five 
minutes.) 
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“ You kno'n^ I have been very busy of laU?, ” said 
Panchapagesa Sastri “I had to finisli tlio judj^moiit, 
in this sensational murder case before I wont foj' my 
bath. Oh, this Sessions work is siin2)Iy killtiiijj. I have 
been writing to Government for an AHHistaiil- Mtvssioiifl 
Judge, but they ^vill not let mo liavo oiio. ” 

“ But I understand that you aro doin^ ti lot of (-ivil 
work, too, ’ said Margam Aiyar, in a tone of iidmli-atioii. 

“That’s exactly the trouble. Govei'Miuoid; tJiiiiks 
that I can carry on. I mot Mr. Jiintieo Hallldiiy 
the other da^' and he told me that my oiit-tu?'iMv/ t.H Iho 
greatest. But they can have no idea how I nin nlaving 
all day long. I am unable to attend to my IiouHidiold 
afFaiz-s. ” 


That was true. For the money !io t’i'eoivod 

Panohapagesa Sastri laboured hard and well. Uo imrt 
not a moment’s leisure and, if ho had, ho \v«>ii)d not 
nave iiljed it. He was wedded to his work. I!(» ^VI'o(,o 
iong- winded judgments, wJiioii woro hy no iinmuK 
remarkable for felicity of expression. Jlut hin dtadHioim 
weie invariably sound and gave satisfaction ainl lio hud 
a thorough grasp of the law of his country. A uovorn- 
ment which grudgingly started to givo^ liiuh iudicial 
appointments to the ‘native’ cordially rooltnVHud lit 
merit and a Bar, which would oxeuso anytliinir in a 
1 ge except incapacity, liononrod him for' hin ahiiity. 

^a>^chapagesa Sastri wont over to his tnhh* imd 
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American faith in 

8iok. At liiH ago, I thought, ho could have ^ 

moL-o equably, liis own less fortimato brctlueu m the 

]:;Sci7HorWoo C 0 .nplahrcd that his 
altogothor undeserved and had been {)btamc ^ . 

shamolQsa zeal in convicting porHons accused ol 
ofFcncos and by dancing attondanco on hi. supoiior 
officoi's, who wore British. 

Halfuiu-hour clapHcd and Margam Aiyar soomod to 
tliinlc it was time tiiat some notice was taken oJ u . 
;i>anchapagosa Sastri ovidonfly thought so too. ^ 
ns th(i former was opening his moutli to draw attention 
to our prosonoo, the Distriot Judge a.skocl, 

“ That is the hoy you wore speaking of "? ” 

“ Yoh,” answered Margam Aiyar, “ and that is Ins 
lather. ” 

My father roalisod tliat ho was being montionod 
and shifted in liis seat. 

“ Venminai irungo, ’’said tlio 
ing my father to oontinuo to bo seated. IViy latlioi 

subsided in his seat. 

“ You practise hero ? ” asked the judge. 

“Yes ” I. ropiiod, “And I have had the honour of' 
appearing ’before you onco or twice. ” Tfio 
in that rounded, exuberant fasluou and I could not help 

uttering tliom. 

“ Oh yes. Your face is famiUar. “ I was grateful 
for the recognition, though it was no matter for 

Burpriso seeing that I had L 

court for days on end, praying lor all I was worth 
that ho would give mo a eoinnuBsion or a crown defonoe. 

Then addressing Margam Aiyar, 
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“ There are so many vakils nowadays, in I'fUii ono 
cannot keep coiuit of thorn. And tlioy iiudiiply liito 
germs, you knou'. ” 

He laughed. It was a joke. Mnrginn Aiyar liiiighod 
too, but with the rostrumO of a .social iid'crior. T am 
afraid.1 smiled a aycopluiiitie sniihs It was not till 
I reached homo that I realised thart I wn.s oiio of the 
ninusiiig miorobo.s which liad received jiidicia] imlice of 
tlieir existeneo. It wa.s too lat(5 llitai for mo (o icsoiit 
the comparison. 

The big man asked me about my ])ni(!l icj^. A, veuy 
inconvenient (juoation. Soir-res])ect ihaiiaiuled that I 
should romance a bit and I wasn’t pai’ticailaiiy good at 
romancing. I answered that I was iimking about' a 
hundred rupees a month. I satiHlied my in<*nda by 
stressing tbo adverb. 

“ I suppose you got a low jionnnisHiunH and thingH 
of that kind ? ” 

“Yes, now and again,” I anHW('i’(Ml truthrully. 
But I felt tho f|«ostion (mt like a Icnile. Mvideiitly, 

I did not look like being equal to oarriinij; a, ])a.lla'y 
hundred rupees a month. T su()pj)a(i one slMaild fiiHa 
about, talk idatitudinousJy and w<ait.’ an air oi ailly 
profimdity to bo credited witli the a)>ilil,y t,o inaioi ii 
hviiig. That, at any rate, was wluit tim oily-l.nnguod 
miser Kamanna and tho ill-maimored l)ully, IJliagiiatha- 
chari did. Those inon wore rancluqjagoHiL MaHtri’H 
favourites. 

“It is a dilTioult profossioii, no <I(mbt, ” said 
Margam Aiyor. “Sir V. .Bnshyain Aiyangai-, V. Krishna- 
swami Aiyar and all tho rest of them had t(» stnigglo 
hard before they could make both (aids imuit. It is 
certain that merit always pays in t'ho long l un. A1. 
onetime, it seems, that Bowan Bahadur Ardriuilmri 
thought of drowning liimsolf in tho Bay of Bongal.” 
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Tho conversation waa taking a very doi)ressing 
turn. I yaw, howevor, that Margain Aiyar, poor man, 
was only trying to jncaont me in a favoiirahle liglit. 

" But all cannot be BaHhyam Aiyangars. Au<l our 
proaent-clay young men won’t take pains, ihey are 
very 8U})eriicial. They just ‘ crop ’ their hair, dress like 
Europeans or play at politicB, whicli 1 cfill playing witli 
fire/’ .said the judge. 

Of tho former deliiKiuoncy, I was demonstrably 
innocent, 1 was grateful that my prcdiloitliions for tlm 
latter amusomont wore not known to tho jiulgo. Margaiu 
Aiyar, who was awjire of tliom, looked guiltily at me, 
Panchapagosa iSastri intoroopted the look, but misundor- 
staudiug its moaning, said : 

“ I am glad this young man lias not taken to 
those fasIiiouH. Wo olton Jorgot Ihat wo are 
Brahmins.” 

“ No such danger in tlie <^aso ol this young man, 
said Margain Aiyar. “JlecomoH of a very orthodox 
family. On his mother’s side, ho is coimcKitod with 
Apjiaiya Bikslutar’s family. And they are great 
Sanskrit scholars.” 

My fat her evidently thought lie could got in a word 
now. 'riie inention of Appaiya fliksliitur’s name was 
an intimation to him that his iamily ('ouuootions weio 
being talked about. iTo made as if to say something, 
but Pauchaiiagcsa Sastri was too quick lor him. My 
father’s .face fell. 

“ That is very good,” said 1110*] udgo ])atroniHiugly. 
“Very few read Sanskrit nowadays ami we are 
forgetting our ancient oultiiro. ’.rhis English education 
businosH is being overdone. And even there, tho (dassics 
are not studied. Our boys cannot write at all. Joluison, 
Addison, Macaulay, whoever roads them nowadays'^ 
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I was inwardly amused. Paiioliapa^^eHU SiisU'i was 
no doubt a good judge. But, I thougUt, Im could draw 
the line when it oainc to diHeiiHHiiig Hlyh'. 1 had 
frequently thought that a passage Koiooted at random 
from his judgments might usefully be gi\'’eii to i^xaniimi ' 
tion students to test their ability to dottadi cri'orH. 

*‘YeSj yes. And Shakeapoaro mid Mili-oti. Wlu> 
is there to heal; Shakespeare auid Margani Aiynr, 
under tho stress of Panchapagosa. Snstri’a litoriiry 
effusions. 

*'Oh, Shakesi^oai’o I Tlioro Iiaa boon <mly other 
like him and that was ICalidasa. !D(> you Iciiow, Margam 
Aiyar, I have been reading Paaiui’a mlrUN, lately ?” 

My father’s face brightened. Ho hoiird I’^aniiii's 
name mentioned and thought ho could cfuvtributo Homo* 
thing to the convoimtion. Pnniiii was in bm lino luvtl, 
really, he could talk at least as inforiningly iil)Ou{; 1dm 
as Panohapagosa Sastri could talk about tho Hindu biiw 
of Succession. But, no. Panohapago.sa SuHl.i i roHohd('ly 
switched back to his tone of doprot?atioii and : 

“But whoever cares, Margani Aiyar? A handful 
of 118 cannot ohaiigo tho oourso of tliingH. Dojuunl 
upon it, our young men won’t take tho trouble. They 
read trashy novels or tho nownpaporn or talk about 
Gandhi and Das.” (This man was groat at stating half, 
and quarter, truths). 

“Ml'. Gandhi is a groat man. But Jn^ In very 
unpractical,” said Margain Aiyar. 

“It is all a dangerous groatuosH, J tell yon, 
Margam Aiyar. It is all very well for pooplo like him. 
Biit as our Collector said the other day, ho in loading 
our young men to the devil. As- you say, ho ih very 
unpraotioal. Take his kJiaddar programme, for instanuo. 
He' wants us all to turn into spinnora^ nnd woavora. 
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Who will do tlio rest of the business ? And if everybody 
began to spin, will we get Swaraj ? A nation of woavorB' 
wo will be and nothing else.’ 

A doggerel rhyme came into Margain Aiyai‘’s head. 
And, because it oanie aiul not because he saw any 
relevancy, he said, 

“When Adam delved and Eve span, 

1 Who was then the gentleman V' 

I could nob help pxibting iny oar in. 

"Wo might all bo gontlemoji, Sir,” 1 said. "I am 
afraid you inisundorataud Mahatinaji’s inirposo. His 
gospol of the v.harka is ijiteudcd to make ns oeonoinicially 
Helf-roliant. It Is a unifying force and incidontally it 
will increase our national Holf-'rospo(3t. As it is, wo arc 
at' the mercy of Maneiioster aixd the pieco-goodH man.” 

Pan(}ha])age.sa Sastri was .somewhat taken aback. 
Evidently lie did not relish the note oT debate in my 
observations. Ho was the sort of |)orHon wlu) made 
other people prosents of his oi)inidns in an authorita- 
tive way and got easily upset, if any protest was 
Mtitorod. 

" You wear khaddar, T see,” lie said. 

"Guilty. T regard it as u sacred duty.” I gave 
tlio sentiment dignified uttoraiuio. 

1 tliought the interview would (!omo to an end. But 
ho tompoi'iHe<l. 

"J don’t; object to one’s wearing klmldaf. But 
the mifidhiof is in the teaching. People make a 1‘etiah 
of Gandlii, 8atyagraha, civil disobc5(ii(moo and all tho' 
rest of it. It is vojy disturbing.” 

“ It is intended to disturb. To disturb us out of 
our sloth and to disturb us into a divine dist^outenti' 
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It in intoiKled to disturb the white man and it will do 
him good.” 

“ If you think you will disturb the Europcaii, you 
arc sadly mistaken. He won’t release Iiia Jiold for all 
tlio world. Oh, they are a great people. 800, they 
have conquered nearly half the world and after so many 
.J'oar.s we cannot rule ourselves.” 


” Is tJiat anyreason why we should continue ho for 
time ? And even you seem to agree that they have a 
Id wliieii they won’t release. We think it is tiino |.Jm 

1 Af;in nf Clio fir^n 


Is tJiat anyreason why we should 

-^11 time ? .‘Vnd ev— 

liold u liieii they wun t, leieuse. w( 

^Id .Man of the Sea climbed down.” 

Paiiciiapngesa Sastri was getting out of Iiih iloplJi 
-t l iSH-asa laiiguagewiiiohhedid not .mdorstuu.! an,l 

t h ZlllZ T I*™'' ’"ol'i'-Jf "» 

£ S 

J?tl/tiM ],ad L niZ “ if^levaut inattoii; 

.0. 

yo,,4 '“ enfotood ..ytl.o 
«-t -tciition. The child whi ® ™iily roquinng urgoiit 
o^-erturned an inkpot tho tiihio 

He set up Hgainst the 

once took the child in iS 

«ojses endeavoured to acmtheS 

^ fievil and wouldn’t ston a?‘t 

^^^^i^d dujfedar came an^Srrifd foarlofc- 

^ black blotches on fo^dq h^-T '^OQniring 

I>.in c^apagesaSastri, " WiWe is the oMd?"^"'”’ 

dat^ghte!. ol^the"u"dgf ^ oW 

appellation was only a 
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ouatomaiy ondoannent and inoidentally fitted in with 
tJio language of aooial roformors who would atop early 
marriages. Margam Aiyar, romemboriiig the piu‘i)os 0 
of our visit, wanted mo and luy father to have a look at 
the girl. 

“ She ia aoniowhoro inside. My wile iias not been 
well those two days,” and bo proooodod to' give us a 
few details regarding his domestic life. 

The clock striKsk ton. Tlio judge rccolloutod him- 
self, got up and said : 

“ Oil, it is ton oktlock. T did not notice tlio time.” 
Then, in his graudo.st manner, “l am very ploasod to 
have soon you, young man. T siipposo you have got 
work in Court to-day 

1 hadn’t, but could not bo oxpoetod to eonfo.ss it 
outright. .(. just mumblod a/lii’iiiativoly. Wo got up 
to go arid tlie groat man joined his palnis in a parting 
salutation to my fatliov. My father aoknowlodgod it 
rospootfully and wo all made for tlio door, Miirgam 
Aiyar bringing up tho roar. Once outside, lie started 
on a onlogy of tlio judge and hi.s family to my father. 

I was in'o-ocoupiod and did not listiui. I would have to 
go home, toll my father and mother all that toolc plaoo, 
aaid I H<iomo(l to Huffor from a dearth of agrooablo 
information. 

Anyway, 1, was glad to go. 

It was a painful interview. It had boon conduotod 
in Englisli. Throughout and unqualilicdly. 



THE WAYS OF A MAID 


JF you had gone into the village of Volanadi and 

asked about Elsie Mary, tlie daughter of Maria 
Susai, the* ground-nut trader, they would have told you 
that she was an unschooled tomboy. Hor sto23-mother — 
the virtuous Vyakula Mary — would have pulled a long 
face (effortlessly, as her face was naturally long, Avhich 
made her look lilce a horse) and wailed that she was a 
regular hoyden, a trial and an irritation. 

Her father — but ho was chronically drunk, so it 
would not have mattered what ho said. 

But Elsie had her own pai'tisaus. The young nion 
of the village — the unsteady ones, of course — ..swore 
by her and said she was a phantom of delight. Notj in 
so many words, for they did not know Wordsworth and, 
moreover, verbal ecstasy about unmarried girls is not 
allowed, still they would have convoyed tlie idoa. Old 
Arokiasami, who is as wise as an o^J, would have 
cleared his throat noisily and classed her definitely, as 
good, But what is Arokiasami ? A stone which has rolled 
over half the known world and come back mosslesB, 
moneyless. Hia ojpinion, almost certainly, would not 
have gone down with a Court but I .shouldn’t brush it 
aside. Prom all of which you will see that Elsio was 
quite a character. 

in any case, she was distinctly upsetting. As 
Nambikkai Mary, the Bible woman, said, “She even 
made mass a mummery.” Pather Ooraoz had to speak 
to the young men very seriously about their behaviour 
m Church. But Elsie was unabashed; Even the 
confessional had no terrors for her. She used to come 
out of Church on Saturday evenings looking less like a 
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repontfint sinner tlinii one who luis bcjen up to soniG 
new devilinont. 

Tlioro waa only one thing to do and tlnit was (;o 
marry her ofT. Would that improve inattors ? iiskpd 
Sandana Mary, the <;atechiHt*s wife, a pale siiadow of 
Vyakula Mary’s. “She would, at any rate, bo off our 
hands,” answered Vyakula. 

“That’s true. The resi)on.sil)ility would ho someone 
elso’s tlien,” Sandana Mary would dutifully agree, like 
one saying the rospoiiao.s at CJuiroIi:. ‘ ’ 

And Vyakula Mary made Imr plans. Siio was 
rathor an expoi'i; at thorn. Tlio scliomos of mice and 
men miglit misoarry, but never Vyakula Mary’s. TJioy 
hadn’t, so far. Did she not inanago her Imsband, the 
groimd-imt huHine.4s, tlic entire hoii.sehold, all of It 
cxeopt, of (ionrso, !l<llsio ? * 

She Hurveyod tiio village inontaliy and lixod iii)on 
Sfini (UasH 0<1ayan. (Said Olass wa.su’t a sfKJcsios of 
glass but only , StaidslauH, a more than middlo-aged 
widower, warldy*wi.ye and well-to-do.) Hnt Jau-rhed 
so coiiHunuMlly at tlxo idea that Sard (.da.ss wmt elf in a 
ludf. Vyakula Mary, l)e.side herself with vexation 
wont to her husband and a.sked Idni to speak to lillsio! 
Maria, Susai, good man, tried in a liieid in1;(a'val, bub 
>vlK)n(li(lyoulioarorapioeoor eotton-wool moving a 
slab ot graiiito ? That was the beginning and, in one 
sense, the (aid. Vyakula Mary, being a virtuous woman, 
did not eomplain loudly. She only tugged at her face 
and wont about looking horsier then over. Other names 
wore proposed by well-meaning noighljours Imt Kl-Hio 
only laughed and lolloppcd oirtoehnreh, tank or .nhandy 
aooording to tho hour. ]?afchcr Gomoz intervouod. 
You must marry, hllsio,” lie urged. 

Dlsio caught horsolf with a Jork. Kindly Kathor 
Gomez she oould not brush nsido liglitly. Slie loolcod 
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around lier for a Fiocond and made as if .-I 

heart to him. Then, apparently thinking^ )o ^ fVir mu' 
she laughed. ^'Ko fear. Mier, marriago is not. toi 

I shall probably go into a convent.” 


Father Gomez was not misled by tins biitil.oiii|„ 
tone. He had noticed the earlier movoinont « 

repression. Ho stayed his hand, uitondmg o n . 
her later. 


The strain increased in Mnria Susni’H houweliold. 
Vyakiiln Mary, for all her reputedly silent «'dTonug. 
used to say thing.s' which burnt into ono’s hoiihi mlitios 
like hot cinders. She starved — or said sbo (iid -lct(C(0(t 
her brats without provocation and slanged Maria Susai 
worse than over, all in Elsie’s sight. 'J.MiiiigH got 
gi’iovously out af gear in the Maria Susai mendge and Iho 
ground-nut trade languished. ” You arc making y<»ur 
mother unhappy, Elsie, and she has boon moro than a 
mother to you,” the friends of the family would say. 


“Hasn’t she V’ Elsie would reply with what began 
as a smile and ended as a glint in tlio oyo. 

Arokiasaini added his voice ; faltoring and ioelile, 
he said, “Why don’t you marry and bo done udth it, 
Elsie ? After all, you must marry somo day.” 


" I suppose I must, uncle. To please inotluir,” 
replied Elsie jestingly. 

Arokiasami tossed his aged head. ‘ 'Mother ho 
hanged!” he said. “Marry to please yoursolC and to run 
youi- own homo, my dear.” Ho pounded a nioutliful 
of betel and flicked it into Ms toothless mouth. Then, 
drawing Elsie to him, he told her in a low voioo, “You 
mustn’t make yourself out to be worse than you are, 
deal’,” 
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“I do not fool virluiouH at. all, oiuilo. " said lOlnio, 
smiling. 

“Don’t 1)0 silly. 'I'lm rcmt of Uiom nro not; Ji l.onth 
as good iiK you, not hy a long ohalk “ .saiid AroIciiiHjimi 
und ho was soi/od w’itli a violont. (it of <!ougIiitig. 

TIuu‘(*. wa.s Hoinol lung in Arokia.saini’s nmiinor wiiiuh 
toiiclio({ a oliord in l»or. lio wa.s Jicr oldost fj'i«'tul ; 
whou hIio was a lilvUo girl ho imod to taho hoi- on Ids 
knoo )uul loll lior long storios ahout ilio inaroli to 
Mamlahiy, 1;ln' storming (if Thoohaw’a I’alaoo and givo 
hor luH gonoral sorvita^ Uiodal to wear round iinr made. 
And ho liad yot juiotluu- ehiim to (amHidoration. Waa 
ho noli tho uiHilo of Mohoh, the niotor-drivor, that hefty 
youth, hroad-Hliouldorod and tall, who paid iior ailont 
homage with his oyea, ho iinliko Ihoao Jinaoniio, 
hiittooldosH youths who grinned and jahherod at tho 
Higlit of hor liko tho nionk<\VH of tlu' Vthimalai I’oroHt '( 
Mohoh wa.H not a ho-nnui hy any meaim htd; ho waa tho 
Hort of man one liked to go alamt with at- t ho Pilhdo 
fostival at lOjistorthlo. his l»r<md hack and Mlnndiltu's 
showing to advJUitMgo in Id.s grey (lannel or, was it 
khaddar '{■ coal with llu^twin hands running down Iho 
bank. Mhuo. foi' all hor eool HopluHtleation. wuh given 
to innoii day-di’oaniing. In her inindH eye, fur Homo 
time piiH't, tlun n Inul boon the pieture of a house, in laet 
tlio oreepiM’-oovorod two-roomed eottago jd the oorner 
of tlio (Jetton- growers’ 'Lane. In that pieture was tho 
liguro of a mauooininghoinotohor with gifts of lioworH 
and fruit ami, in Npooial, of slabH of olitasilal.o frinn tho 
glaHs-fronted Hhop at l*o[tita.li. not tho gummy, .stuiky 
stulfthoy sold at Va'/haniangalani. iSuppcM’ over, they 
would sit in tlio starlight and sho would Jiston to tho 
taio of his (hiy’H doings and, by a jiroeoss of revoihi, tho 
Stops ol; whieh sho (lOuIcl not aftnvwardH dlHent,n.m/le 
Boe herNolf nestling on his I 
imprinted warm IcissoH on iiui 
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The figure was that of Moses, the motor-driver, and Jior 
lijjs would quiver with tliose phantom kisses, so 
startlingly real did they seem. IV) that chorishod 
dream she would revert as to a havcui wlionovor — 
and that was nearly always now — slie wanted to oscapo 
from her step-mother and that home of’ theirs winch 
was — well, anything but a home. And now, Aroldasami’a 
words set her thinking, if the sudden iiprisiTig in her 
mind of the home of her fancy could bo called tJiinking. 
She seemed to seo the Velanadi-Vazhamangalam — 
Poppali bus careering down the street and di awing up 
in front of the creeper-covered cottage at the cornor of 
the Cotton-growers’ lane, and Moses coming in to her 
in that grey flannel—or, was it khaddar coat with 
the broad bands at the back. Slio was ready with 
coffoo for him— for, were not motor-drivers notoriously 
fond of coffee?— in a brass tumbler. Slio know the 
very tumbler, the long brass one with tho scroll-work 
which her mother had brought homo as a bride. 

Her thoughts were interrupted. That (jough again. 
Elsie held Arokiasami’s head and waited till ho 
recovered himself. And, just tJjen, as tliough lior very 
thoughts had materialised, Moses came driving his bus, 
and Elsie, taking leave of Arokiasami, loft. “Think it 
over, Elsie,” Arokiasami called a1) parting. 

“I will, uncle,” called back Elsie. 

_ And she did think it over. And she acted — aa 
Elsie alone could act. One fine morning in April, 
when the gold mohur trees in tho adjoining Volamalai 
forest were aflame with pink and yellow flowers, Elsio 
walked across the fields and joined Moses* bus. 

“Where are you off to, Elsio ?” asked the peonlo in 
the bus. ^ 

■ “To my aunt’s at Vasshamangalam,” said Elsie 
.oBeenly, as Little Bed Biding Hood might have said. 
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Slio (lid {VO 1,0 her aunt’s but tliat was only for an 
hour. From her aunt’s she walked to tho railway 
stalion, whojo Moses was waiting with tiekots and 
they toolc the train to Kalparai. There was no reason 
why it should have been Kaliuirai ; it might liavo been 
Kurinji or KnlaHainangalnin, but ICaljiai'ai was tho end 
of the lino and llielast place where luu* people would 
have thought of looking for thoni. 

And they lingered at lOdparai for a w(5(5k ; a week 
of Hun^:hin(^ and d(illcioub inoonliglit, oi th(5 singing of 
hij'ds, of ilie tnusi(M)f the surf in the Bengal Bay and 
cndlesH lovers’ iioiiHonse. 

Mokoh had his Cjuulms. Mun-Iiko, he said, “ X^efc iis 
marry and make it regular, Klsie.” 

'■ 'I'hat isn’t easy, you stupid. Who will marry us 
licro ? And tluM-e will b(» ciueationH to answiii’. hot us 
go back to VoUuittdi and good old D'atlior (h)mo/ will 
marry us.” 

“ Bui; they won’t lot Uo, darling, oiuKi wo get home,” 
pleaded Moses. 

“Oh, he sure, they will,” laugluid Klsie. “My 
8 t{ 5 p-mother is so virtuous, she will iu.sisl; on our being 
made honest.” 

Wlihiii only shows that a woman’s instiiiet is not 
always the mathematical certainty which poets and 
philosophers assort it to l>o. Moses was lu^t satisihal 
bnt, being too mncjh in love, left it tlioro. 

II 

When Vohumdi came to know, tliey Imd the sensa- 
tion of their lives, 'ifilsio was not niisHod tlu^ whoh^ of 
that August morning. Vyakula Mary noticaid that 
Elsie had not been in for her breakfast of cold rice but 
tliat only gave her a ideaBunt sense ol' grievamiO. 
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“ Gallivanting, the shainoless wanton, slio IwhmchI to 
herself. At midday, Maria Susai mmo in, ravoiiing for 
food. Ho was very pleased with himsolf. too, liiiviug 

had an order for ten sacks of gi'ounfl>mib 1’^^' 

mise of more. He batlied in the baolc-ynid well aii'cl 
squatting in front of a tray, from whieli .all tlio aluiiu< 
mum had vanished, asked. “Wlioro is the 
moaning Hlsie. 

“ In the mother’s womh,” aiiappod Vyakula fllury 
in answer. 

Maria Susai wa.s smoked out. Ho ato liis diiinor in 
silonco and, lying down on tho eowfhing-wasluul door, 
foil into a dreamless sleep. When ho ^\M^Ico up aiul 
found that Elsie had not turned up, ho nnxioim 
and, when a hurried vi.sifc to Va’/harnaugaliuu olieitc^d 
the nows that Elsie had been fchoro hir nn liour ajid Ihon 
l^t, anxiety became an assurance of ill. Vyalcula Mary, 
Hitting on the ptal with her logs Imiudiod uj), wliilo'a 
•fractious baby tugged at her milkleus hrea.'^ts, Hhi’ioked, 
** She has gone ofi‘. *’ 


" Gone off I Whore ?” asked Marla SuHai, as if in a 
dream. “ Ask that waster, the fellow who drivos the 
bus,” replied Vyakula, bringing down tlio romnants of 
Maria Susai’s Avorld crashing about his oai*H. 


And Vyakula Mary told him -of many blungH hIu) 
had seen and heard. Eor tJio first time in many years, 
Maria Susai allowed a note of (5ompIaint to oi’oen into 
_^8 voice. “ Why didn’t you toll mo boforo, Vyakula 
Vyakula Mary replied as slio alono could roply and 
Maria Susai’s bewilderment moroasod. “ Wliat aro we 
to do now ! Oh, my ohUd, my child,*’ ho Hobhud . 

_ The news spread and all Volanadi flookod to liiiu 
iw.^pathy. Vyakula, the dolorous, Iior fftoolongthoii- 
ed to Its lonpst, went to Sani Glass Odayan, horiiwari- 
aWe counsellor m times of stress. Sani Olass was ready 
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witJi iulvi(!0. “Ooinplain to tijo Politic? 
llral. thing to do,” Jio naid. 

“ Will i.lioy put Elaio In jail V’ anlcod 
m a fright. 


'.riiat m tho 
Maiia .Sunai, 


Not Ijor. But tlioy will jail 
away witii,” (iomfbrtod Wani ClIaHH. 

“Hut MuppoHing bIm) wont with 
piirHucid Maria iSimai. 


('h(^ Ibllow nIu? ran 
liini willingly?” 


Don { talk like a doibneto lawyor. 
mo.” •' 


Iauivc? it all to 


i., n ■ i'' him,” Hinirlod Vyakulii Mary. “ It 

ihiH olorniil :ugw„g all'L IJ.iH 

Maria, Suaai hold Jub fcouguo. 

d ' ; 1 ,r'4; 

('h ,'l I • ^ \ hill. Hani 

0 uhm mu god Jiim imdor tlio tahio in tinio. lloovDlain- 
;h 1 Jator li.at il’ thoy rnndo hor out to ho a 
hoi coiiHont would not avail Mohoh. Haui OIuhh laid 

I hoy Noarohod lor tho rtinaway pair. ,Sa.iii (iliiHH 
ami a oimatahlo traokod thoni do'wn to a oinonia at 
Kaliiarui and brought fcluun homo. KlHio wan LdoriouHlv 

uur«pcnt,«.t ; „|K, ta.,«l tl,« VolZilli 

almoHt hilanoiiHly; tho HoiiHafcum and Iho logal onKrod- 
H)ga only addod. to tho .oat of tho hojidty ^ wl 
who Hlio lokoc at hor ratho.-’H wan la,i« thaflj „S 

iVof flthor ’;i she Hai.l, " [)„n’fc 

will bo Srt »vor.vtbi„B 

Maria KuHai wiih takon abaok ; horo wan an idnal 
aolution of what Kooinod a hopoloiw tanglo. Momn 
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tt good fellow, upstanding, steady, w’ll-'MindiHtlud.., 
One niiglit go further and fare worse. A now look (-aino 
on Maria Sus<ai’8 face. But Siini OIji.sh atid Vyakula 
Maiy saw that look and did not siifEer In raiiiain Ihoro 
To overlook the offence and allow the niai riag(' woidd 
be the end of the family reputation. Si» lliay argued 
Sani Glass with subtle craft, and Vyakiila Mary ViijJ 
virtuous intakings of brcatln And Marla Siianj, aa 
usual, gave in. 


They made a case of it. Tlio {Jitsc. wcint up (o 
sions. And Velanadi gave ilsolf a Jioliday. Never 
since the murder of Meikolc. i;ho toll-g^at(* linejun-’s wife 
bad there been a case so ricJi in sonsiil ion, ’ 


Old i^okiasami engaged a lawyer for Ids Hlaiidered 
nephew. Tiie lawyer, who Jcnow Ids job, told him ilm 
case would turn on Elsio^s ovidenoo. 


'*Biit they are not examining Jior,” 
sami. 


fi^dd Arokia- 


to 


“They are. They are taking out n, hi 
her. I hope she will not give hej- lovor aAvay. 

*• „„vor 

“It has happened before.' No harm In j..- 
careful, replied the lawyer drily, * 

The case came on. Vvaknln , 

box and swore that Elsie was just nndnr ‘ 

ras ™ birth-oertificatei-S'C-o n ' T 

jould no% have^be^ of 

mvrnoe was a - matter of on v ? r 

fyakula Mary was so y^tuL And 

Jifltressed that the Judge ^3 imnl ' l>ali)!il>iy 

■ollowed.hia wife into the box and b»r'i ‘ i 

tg®. bunglod about iOlyiu'e 
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Moanwliilo, liJlHio wan being worked Vyakiila 

Mary, Avlth her (muUosh re]»iuirigs and aHHortions of roadi- 
nea« to die of Hiuuno, drove Elsie mad. Sani Glass said 
little; more by g(5stures than by express words he made 
it clear that ifslio faihMl her father, they would certain- 
ly rim him in for bringing a false charge. Tim aiiub 
from Vazliamangiihun, sim])l(^ soul, not nndorstaiidiug 
the di'il'i; ol' it all, bogged her with tears in Jmr eyes, to 
save liei'sislf and the bunily from dishonour. But what 
played havoi! witli her resolution was the silent misery 
in lier I'atlior’s eyes. Hating it all, wishing slio wore 
deatl, h(U' mind all in rags, she went into tlie box and 
told iior talo- -*a fairy one. Tlio gist of it was •and 
they dragged it out of her as only lawyers know liow to 
do — that Moses lured her to the station at Vazhainaiiga- 
1am anil thni\ took her forcibly to Kalparai. Wl\y did 
she not shout? She was far too IVightonod. The 
words came out slowly and tl»o judge ijould hardly hear 
her. “Olovor actor” said Moses’ lawyer in a stage wlii.sper. 
“Stage friglit,” tlie judge’s eyes soomod to say. .lOlsio, tlio 
pioture of injured innocence, stood witli her oyo.s glued 
to the ground. The judge, whom the suspicion of tears 
oil a pretty face was gonei*ally enough to knock olf liis 
balaiu^c, believed hoi' version and gave judgment against 
Moses. Ho did not believe 'Elsie was a minor — “ the 
prosecution case in that regard was an exaggeration,” 
but lie liad “ no doubts whatever tiuvt slio had boon 
forcibly ubdueted by the aeeused wlio was a designing 
scoundrel.” He sentenced Mo.sea to twelve months' 
hard labour. And Moses, with one last look at hjlsie, 
sitting under the ilhippai tree, walked to the jail looking 
like a dog that had lost its master. 

Ill 

' And so the solemn faroo was played out. Vyakula 
Mary, ^ani Glass and the rest of thmn went homo 
triumphant. Vyakula Mary boro herself with restraint ; , 
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jicr Virtue shone like a shaken torch Bin- fim i 
belonged to Sani Glass • ho av«q + 1 . 1 . ^ ’ iionoui 

hailed as such. Only a hominA am 

plete the picture and Sani Glass bTikl 
Vyakula Mary and claimed hiJ ^ ^ 

Would she give her to himf 

. to 'Vt'*' 

Sosai could not sto.nanl. tL id,‘,a -‘Wo 

licr to hini V\/*ilMi?i» i • 1 1 * Wo ^^lunofc irivo 

he proteld "’“"g'' *" ‘’o ho. ludht™ 

Mary,' rs™0.;^l';"“* toplicd Vyakula 

“ Beggars ?” 

goods. ^eaae to^mnember (hinuiged 

her mouth like a ratXap.’ ’ and closed 

Ta 

strilcing a steel corslet. Vyfikuhr^olt ‘'''t 

operandl She was now Leei f 

wronged girl, a little too trusiff.I "* 

flit heart. Just like her said V 1 ^ but sound 

thousand. Wljoevev woLid thi^k^r"’ 

step-mother ? ^ only Ifllsio’s 

j'r ■“" '■• »» 

as C.S ri*? T = '=”'»• 

Sahi;G]a>foS'yan1»*a^^^^^^ 

daughWr, ^ ^sked Arokia Mary, the oatochist^ 
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“ Won’t it bo jolly ?” asked beaming. 

“ Woll, you know host. But, is not lio a hit okl, 

dear V’ 

“'rJio ol<ler, l;bo bettor, darling,” said iOlNi(^ 

“ Clovoi.' girl. Knows wJicn i»o.r ganu5 is u]>,” was 
Volanadi’s verdiet when Arokia Mary roiiori,(!d t;lio eon- 
versfition. 

Tiio (laae was over in duly and ICIhIc. had asked 
Vyaluda to wait till Mi(;haolinas. AjhI wlieiuSej)tenil)or 
oaino I'ontid she asloal (dr another t!ou|)lo oT nioutlm to 
think it over. Vyaknla Ma,ry de<a'<Ied to litnnour lu^r. 
Ai' the saino time slm soniuled a noU^ ol‘ w/uniiif!:. “ Tuko 
your own time, <liair. But we inuMtsti'ilu^ whihWho iion 
is hot.” 

"No f(;ur, mother dear. Suni (ilass will 

never eool oHV’ said Elsie, not hehindliand in sweetiiess. 

f.hioembor came and Sani (iIush grtsw ini])aMeut. 
Elsie pleaded for another month’s n'spito. " ,Bnt, wliy, 
Elsie, my <'hild ?” asked Maria »Snsai, unolal ish evenitig 
in .'Dceember. "What is going to liappen In a month 

" 1 don’t know, Jather,” l•eph'ed iOlsie iuiitliJully. 

"Then why don’t you take him and bo <Uma with 

it ?” 

" I really don’t know, father.” 

Maria Susai, the wool of his mind nob being equal 
to further jjiirloy, gave it up. 

And Elsie really did not know. Sho only know slio 
did not Avant tho egregious , Baui Cl Ians. And she did 
want Moses, she Avaiited him more tlian over, "^rim 
picture of her fancy, bluiTcd for a wliilo during tim 
horror of tho trial, eaino back to her. With ii (lifler- 
onoe, however. Thoro stood Moses in tho back garclon, 
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P^ble that her lovor wo„M c, "I"’ ! Was if 

aims and say, "I forgive, y,,,, Hiihl 

prelude. She soomed Z'?" ‘‘ «'« 

a yarn hope ; it would romain an nnmTj” ' i V 
aeeusmg might-havo-boon wZ an 

iJio Church mightn’t allow it AJn her? 

Oomoz? No; slio daren’t In W ' 

*o_Jier patron aaiiiteas, MarvoP wiio pniyoii 

but Moses did not min^d all tlni ‘“pf eonviot's unifonii, 
^Jlsielesa dreariness. ; ■ years of 

The reason fofZo'iioed not F''“ jail. 

was the very devil nf » •• P^^iUso to expinro' riini.n 
jailor’s liear^^ tt* J-filolting prisoners 

but Moaes had .intervened anV ? been ^vorao 

untimely, end: and-* Croni an 

Z!' Fybrite wth Ihe^ Pi'isonorfT Mosos 
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It was ChriatmaB eyo and shandy day at Volanadi. 
All the inon wore there and all the Marios, t)io plain and 
the adjectival ones. lillsi^ waa flitting about from stall 
to stall, l>nying brinjala, anake-gourd juid bright rod 
tomatooH. Some one asicod her when slio was going tO 
marry. “V(5ry soon, now,” elicorily respomlod .IClsie, 
ttB she stood on a rising bit of ground wliitih ovorloolcod 
the .l^)p])ali-Va'/hamangalam road. tJustthon she saw a 
man approaching ; tiioro was a forward hirch in his gait 
■which Avas oddly familiar but no hair clustorod round 
his temples, so it must have boon only her iinugination. 
The man came nearer and Elsie saw an all-too-familiar 

«oat of grey flannel —or, was it khaddar ? with the 

pleated poolcotH in front. Elsie sprang forward with a 
glad cry and the man hohl out his arms, Avliilo his lips 
fieoiruMl to frame-- for nohody hoard— tlie magic word, 
VElsio’. And while Elsie snuggled and sobbed in those 
groat, big arma of his, there wore (hdightcsl slioiits of 
‘ MosiJS, Moses ‘Our Moses has (umio. ’ And tlumgh 
the good peoiVle of Volanadi did not gonorally approve 
df public! lov<!-makitig, for on (!0 they forgot to Ijo pane - 
tilioua and looked on, some witJi tears in tiaur oyoB. 
It’or Moses, they had ronombored, |ms a man aflort heir 
own heart, wlio used to do orraiicl9|^; them on his trips 
to toAvn. And they had roalwed witli lieavt'Soarohing 
that they had not roaohect out a helping hand to him 
during liis trial. .But, thank flea von, it was all over 
and done Avitli. Moses, disontamdiivr himself from a 
doaoly clinging .Elsie, took her 
ward. Elsie, all her modesty oat: 
her arms to Ins and walked on 
juab roturnod from the wars. N 
brood, donsoriouH to the last, 
diamelesH oroatuvo !” and looko 
rattled. li’athor Gomez came 
bullock bandyi hound for Vazhui.^..., 
hie pangu. And they told him tho now. 



COLD IIIOE 


S 8 


r». < f ^ UUdci-HtandillK Hltnlo IJ 

muttered to h,i««elf, " Whom (Jod Juus joilied ” 

Maria Susju, wlio was in the men i nil 
forward on hearing the iigwh Ht« i ” 'j ' 
bis heart heavitu" 110 !^ I f 'T 

^ary, Sani Gla«s, hin gang of readv 

Dazed, drifting out to «<r„ 1?^. • ado AviinosHea. 

came fonvard and bowed ^^"1^^*'“’' 

be. 2“;!' 

gone farther and fared wor.se,” «u<l .Fatif,™ Oomol ™ 
'* But Sani GJaas— ” 

Don’^TOryatariXear TI'!'’ “'“’b l>ie bolt, 

Chr|^mas." said Father’ fT' '"o "'wh you a morry 
mai;to driveT ■ '“'‘eel his band/ 

gerrtst' ChSmaf tiV'cve^^'l" 

Wjmehim? '’“c'. bow ean yon 
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JT WUH (ioniostiu nnliaj>pinoflH--so, afc (iiiv j-ato ho 
bovimd drovo Xodaiuianim from liomo. 

liioro wore Uioho who Haid it was Hhoor e7mui and 
nothing mor(3 ; ovidcvntly ho waa tired of the Jirofitleas 
^iHtoimo o;i a provuunal lawyer and oravod Ibi- oJiango 
Anyway, one lirni morning in May iio jmekod Im suit- 

iaHO--a doting lathor-in-law’.s wedding-gift and with- 

nitawoi’d to anybody atartod for tho north of India. 
Hioro wiH no pai timilar reason why it slionld have boon 
Iio iiortli niHtciad ot tho oast or (ho west ; it was just 
.bat It was far oiiongh o/f to m«.ko his demonHia-ation 
ft (liHguat with the homo and tlio family sumoumtlvcon- 
;.mt)jng. A mmor factor wa« Knuaka, an old eollogo 
riond, now said to bo luippily and inodornly omiiloyod 
l a .Swadcahi cirug-storo in Dolhi. Kanaica naocl to bo 
^taking sort of girl and iio vaguely lioped that aomo- 
hing migiit turn uj)’ in th<! way of ))j‘ohil)itdd 
omanco. ' 

Why ho ahonid luivo folt bored with oxiatoimo afc 
.i«edamm was not clear to anybody. There 1 Aas, 

V < *‘*«‘iO'*nt'-boaraannonnood 

hat M.A. gave him a ploasant hoiiho of fluporionty to 
10 more 11, A. s), with a roof to his head — rand a teiTm*Gd 
10 at that — a veli of excellent laud not 

fc, by any moans, to bo tho horoiiio novel 

id. good-looking and loving enough. a^BKodandar*'- 
asn t a star in his in-ofossiou’: Ida ®nts you c( 
mnt on J^wr fingers and, as for Ida income, what ho mi 
irdly sufficod to koop him in socks and nook-tios. Ti 
1 did not very muoli mind as there was no wolf 
!op from tl)o door and it gave him somothing to philw 
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fiophise over, namoly, tlie unreason whicli atl,ou(ln pro 
fessional success. He had no cliildrcn l)u<> tiiiN did no 
worry him; he had, as yet, no thoughts of tlio lifolioro 
after and he fouiid the present sufjioiently al)H()rI)inp. 


it was, on tho whole, a peptonised (^xiNtenoo wliidi 
he was lending and tho story of donicstie (IiN(;(n tl fioutid. 
ed a bit thin. His grouse was againsi; his wilo. wj.,, 
was old-fashioned and would not play up to J)ini, uiul 
all the cinemas in and out of Kil-Kcdanun could not 
change her, such a stich-in-tho-inucl was nIio. HuI Mm 
good people of Kil-Kcdaram thought dilloroiitlv • Ihfiv 

considered her a nice, swcot an<I thoroughly «r„od ir;,/ 
who ht up the homo like the tall, hurnifliicd' lirnnH laml 
me seta up beforo tho family gods. Hut Ko.hiiularam 1 
am sorry to say. saw only what was ind: tlioro Urn 
modernity, tho lack of which scorned to him nmiro 
matrimony flat and flavourless. She was out and out 
unmodern, to tlio very edges of Jior which 1 
could never bring herself to wear in the Idrin ol' iiHltirii 
And her name! Picchai I ft made liim h 1 r.* 

meant ' Alms ’ and was tho way in whioli hor oin-enf fl 

another name on W Umtowoil 

rtigal. But ‘Lilavati’niado^S blush 7^*“’ 

mon, so theatrical «?Iia uneOm- 

but net sidled in t ^ 

why eterna% draw a veil > !' A 

Picchai had beautifully-rounded ® I And 

her cream-coloured skin elowed 
/anoy watting along 

notoriously conservative and civon tn («o 

husband, and when she did f with her 

bind him. Kodesty ? DiS di ^ *>«' 

^ It all, he used to say, 
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there’s no modesty in lianging bach like a dog instead 
of walking abreast like a wife and partner. And, 
latterly — she had taken to reading tlio Saninslia Vika- 
ian rcgiilnrly and the Vikatnn hardly helped to 

kick a wom.'in into the middle of next week. Though, 
she didn’t shriek witli delight reading it as her volatile 
friend and neighbour Janaki did, slio enjoyed it in a 
quiet, undonionsti’ative way, which v'as her way in all 
tilings, including love of husband. 

The last straw had been a trifle, the merest trifle. 
They were going to a wedding in town, a fashionable 
wedding, one certain to bo reported in the newspapers. 
There was already a certain amount of strain and when 
Piccliai appeared with her diamond-studded bulah, 
Kodandai'am asked superiorly, “ Is it absolutely nece- 
ssary that you should wear that thing in your nose ?” 

His sarcasm wa.s lost on lior. She just tossed her 
head and asked, “ What is wrong with it?” 

“It makes you look like your grand-mother,” ho 
said icily. 

“ Let it, It must ho nice,” she answered compo- 
sedly. 

Aiunvoring back I The almighty male in him rose 
in on'ended dignity but ho controlled him.self. Picohai 
could be very lirm in inaiitors relating to dress and 
jewellery. Kodandarani didn’t realise that in this, at 
any rate, she was u}) to kJio mokt advanced modern 
standard. And here ho was, trying to suppress her 
individuality, not a very modern thing to do, as ho re- 
alised with a stn,r<). But; that bulah, it made her look 
so ‘dowdy’. 

’Plioy wont to tho Patois in silouco. Picohai went 
and joined the throng of women, while Kodandaram 
drank weak tea >vith a motley crowd, feeling quite 
fashionable and up-to-date. Picohai, retiring and shy, 
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had been quite a success in her own way. j\ ,,,/ 
picture/* the missionary’s wi/b had in'inaricnd "'ri ' 
Collector’s lady had asked to i»o inla oduoafl i,, h',.,. ! 
had fingered her wlii{;h .Him i'klod in (iw, ,T'' 

ti'jc light, and exclaimed, “ Isn’t it lovely ^ ' Auiu 
«uits you do^Tn to the ground.” Kodambir...,, ' 
heard of it said that Mrs. Ooliooi.nr miiHl, h,ivn 
been tz-ying to bo pleasiiiifc. No .Mji/>IiMiiwoniin> 

Ike that kind of thing. Ho had not boon Sn 7 
leofe of an EngJisInvoinan and yot ho mim. 7 »,.,o,I if ? 
they (ltd not caro for peai-la or dianioiid. 4 . ' ' ^ ^ 

'J-'hey quarrelled over it that niaht i 

■ «Peaktng out of pique and irritatod by Pi^i , 
which were really designed to aiinoaHO^ T 7 " '’7’^ 
whole of the next day and fcJion loft Vfu- ivr i *^***^’' *'ke 
telling anybody. He oauabl- thn ^ J^'i^lras iv'ithont 
to Delhi, 

a Phillips Oppeiiheim novel in JUh Jiand ndiih, i • < 

stowed away amono- flu,’ .1 '‘'‘‘'''■y ’ 

cloth-bundloa which blocked tlio and 

remorse and foiro/thc 
However, he had not been twdvo'jioi7 !'7l 
foi'ohe realised that travollina ,umv J "1 / "7'’'^*“ 

Pktms of Central India I7 m 1 '>liHi)oring 

food was abominable and the coffon T ' '1' 

Jt, smelt of kerosene. On t io7«7 i 7"*' If't 

longmglyof thosquare-brudmd fl [ 

at home where Pi^mi z2 to 7 
8(uq).s and ch%lneya. She did « spiev 

and rivalled his dead mothe7in77^^^^ J*im 

provided home comforts A i'he way jn which she 

^77' ' After 77 

fietf, man does not live by bil77T ^‘^^hidod him- 

only a tompofarv n?i77°‘ I'ohoo- 

0™ a Bibhcal quotation. ^ obtiimod 
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II 

Dollii in May wan tlio flcptliofdiH(?omfor(,, Hot winds 
sJirivollfu] u]) ilioMidn. Kodaiidarain atayiMl (jana- 
p/iti Sa.stJ'i, a ini<ldlc-agod goiitloinan, tied to hia olifioo- 
Btoo] botwcon ton a,nd aix and to iJio oaia^y of a iaj'go- 
fiizod fivjnily al’tor that. Kodandaram waa tiuis Icd’t to 
hiH own doviooB and ho lo.sfc no tiino in looking For 
Kanaka.iniua. Ho I'an hor to oartli ina third-rato dnig- 
Rtoi'o noar tlio KaBliinir (Into and waa Mornowhat taken 
aback by the doolino in lior a/)poaranco. But hIio 
HO(nmjd |>I(i!is(,'d to h(m) him and ntood talking to liim 
ov<M’ the oonntoi.’ in a Malinon-c.oloiu'od A’rtn and a very 
imicii !iJ)bi'(wiat<>d bodioo, while a ahrnnkon-looking 
indhddiial in a hlaok ea]) koi>t Hheiiting oidern at her 
from the (uiHli-do.sk, iCanakamma arranged 1;o go to 
the j)i(itm'OB with Iiini ; hIio had alwaya liked thcnn and 
they wore idiowing “A Night in Town” at tlie llogal 
end I.^i'ttehhl loit promising to moot lua* Hiuro. 

After the hIujw, tlioy .strolled along t)\o Ohaiidni 
Ohowk and n.te Hwocd-M at (v.'tnga. UninV: and di’atdr icjod 
shcrhrf- at a MtiiU at the turning into the Ohauri Ihvzar. 
Kanaka lau'diingl.y «?an(;iojied Kod;nid.a agaiiiMt ventur- 
ing into that atroet alone and j»ointed to tluj painted 
eourto.sana who di.splayod thojiiaelvoK on l;ho baloDuioa 
ahovo. 

“What ar<; tlioao rod an<l blue <jul!l,.a Kproad there 
For ?” asked 'Kodandaram. 

“ r preaumc) l,o receive viHitons on,” bIio .said engag- 
ingly. “ How easy and unaffected ! Kanaka was never 
1 prudo,” paid Kudand.aram to lrn\aolf. 

During the rest of tlio week they explored Delhi. 
Kanaka know hor way about and took him to all the 
diow places. At the Lai ICila, Kanaka reeled off the 
:)ointa of Shah' Jahan’s Palaoo with the mechanical eji- 

8 
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tliu.sia;^in of a tonrisla’ guide. OJd Dolhi, J.i'icozalmd 
Indraprusth wore all visited aiul ICodaiuiai Jim tJiought 
Kanaka a wonderful woman to go aland, ^^'it)l. 

She got a Friday aflomooii oir and (Jioy niacio an 
extuirsion to tlic Kutb Mitiar. I t vva,4 a. swell m ing day 
and by the time they liad ‘done’ llio Kutb. tliey\a‘i‘o 
botli tired out. On tlieir way ijaeic (bey liabaul at 
Humayim’a iomb over whose ar.'bilecd.iiral olcgamit, 
Kanaka waxed eloquent. 

“ ]Rn‘t it wonderful ?” slio asked. 

I don t dunk so at all. tSo niiHih money wa.sl.ed 
on the se])iilclire of a man wlio was not ?nuel) good 
while living.” ^ 

“All that has nothing to do witli the builrliim 
.riiey all epcak liigbly of it.” said Kanaka. 

"Anyhow it borca me. All palaceo or tombs or 
inosqiiGs. I wonder if those Pndsluihs ever thought of 
the people. There does not soom to bo any sign of a 
hospital or school or things of tlmt Jcind.” said Koda nda. 

“There may Jiavo been such thing.y in Akbar'a 

viino. 


^nlld?” asked Kodanda. indo- 

"I don’t remember,” admitted Kanaka.” 

"Nor do I,” said Kodandaram. Their hisl^orv 
was hazy. 


They were glad to be back in die ear and they 
drove back m silence. The sight of Delhi city and the 
prospect of tea revived Kodandaram. Tliey wont into 
Ganga Ram’s agmin and then Kodandaram droiipod 
Kanaka at her flat as she called it, at Paharganj. 
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“ On the contrary. I have enjoyed every minute 
of it. Wilh you for company it could nob have been 
otherwise,” replied Kodandaram now thoroughly 
revived. 

” IHattcrer,” said Kanaka, arching her nock. 

“ Honour bright,” replied Kodanda, drawing him- 
self up. 

After dhiiior they met again at Connaught Place, 
Kodnndavaw transported by tJio electric illuminations 
which seenuicl to him to turn it into a fairyland. A 
gentle breeze was blowing and they strolled along 
leismclyaiul djoppod inlo Lilurain’s. “What are you 
taking lioino for your wild ? ” asked Kanaka. 

“ I am sure T haven’t thought about it,” replied 
Kodandaram, feeling guilty. 

“ Bad man. I sliall select a nice sari or two for 
you to take homo,” slio said, pleasantly. 

Saris wore taken down from the shelves for 
ICanaka’a in8]JCction. Kodanda looked on and after 
some lime told lior that not one of the saris shown 
would suit his wife. 

“Sho is so old-fashioned, you know,” ho said, 
miserable at having to ai^ologiso for her. Then, as 
some suppressed sense of loyalty gave liis conacionco a 
twinge, he added. “ .f do nob wish to inlJiot tny tastes 
on her, you know,” 

“ Quito right, too, ” Kanaka readily agreed. “She 
has a right to her own tastes.” 

“Hadn’tshe P’Kodandasupposedshohad.Herowas 

a now and not unsuspooted light on the question. But 
he was not in a mood to puzzle it out. The shop 
assistant waited for some custom to follow all the eager 
inspection which had been going on. Kanaka seemed 
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to be taken up with a pale groon sari bordered with 
ailver lace. 

Do you like tliat ?” asked Kodanda. Kanaka 
sensed what was coming and countered: 

“ But what is the* use ? Your wife, you say dooa 
not care for this kind of thing ? ” 

“ Now, tell me, do you like it ? ” 

'‘I do, indeed. It'a’a lovely sari. Take it lioma 
and give it to youi* sister. 

“ I haven’t one. ” 

“ Or a lady friend,” she said, simpering. 

"Right. Let’s have it. My Indy friend is here ” 
he finished. ' 


" I shouldn’t dream of it, ICodanda. You aro— " 

Kodanda did not allow her to comploto her sont- 
Quoe. Instead, ho told the assistant to make up tlio 
bill and the parcel. 

Oil coining outside Kanaka oontiiiuod hor nrottv 
remonstrances. '' 

"What will your wife say if she hears of this?” 
she asked. 


I don’t ' oaro/’ ho 


" Let her say what she lilces. 
replied loftily. 

fv, ^ shining overhead, the traffic in 

Lonnaught Place had virtually censed and all the iUu- 
imiiatioiis seemed meant for them. 

... fjssasia 

, l am going to ask you a question. Will von nro, 
miso to answer truly ?” ^ 
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“ Fire away,” he said, his eyes sparkling. 

“ Have you been happy loafing aboui; with me aDl 
these (lays ?” 

■' Happy is not the word for it. Tt has been 
heavenly. How can I thank you, Kanaka V' 

She nestled closer to him while her hands sought 
his. “ How can I thank you !” she whispered. 

It was now Kodanda’s turn. He asked her : 

“Now tell mo, have I been a tiresome person to go 
about with ?” 

“ Tiresome ? Don’t be silly,” she said and slapped 
him on his cheek. 

“ Slop me again, Kanaka-. It is nice to be silly, I 
find,” he said gallantly. 

“ Say something silly and I shall slap you again,” 
she said and held up licr face to him. Kodanda com-' 
pletely lost his head. Before ho realised what he was 
doing ho had caught her in his arms and kissed her 
passionately on the lips. In an instant, he recovered 
himself, stepped back and, in a fever of anxiety lest he 
should have offended her, started to apologise. 

“ Don’t pleaoe,” she interrupted. “ But what will 
your wife say ?” 

“ Oh, hang my wife. But are you angry. Kanaka ? 
Will you forgive mo ?” After aU, Kodanda was rooted 
in the proprieties. 

“ What’s there to forgive, you silly boy ?” she said 
playing with the edge of her sari. 

Kodanda couldn’t believe his ears. He looked her 
full in the face for a second and then gathering her in 
his arms, covered her face with kisses. Her hair came 
down and she drew back her head to put up her hair 
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again. Kodanda had 'etUI a stray qualm or two. He 
asked : 

“ It’s delightful. Are you sure you don’t mind ?” 

She shook lior head. 

* » »• It 

With the morning came a dopreaaion of apirila. 
Somehow ho felt amazingly below par and his thoughts 
wont back with a curious inaiatenco to his wife. How 
was sho feeling at home, ho wondorocl. A spasm of 
guilt shot through Ins mind ; ho had failed his wife, a 
wife who had always given liini of her host. He felt as 
though some sustaining fibre within him had snapped 
at some point, leaving liim wrecked, inisorablo, asliamod 
of himself. 


They were having a small celobratioji at his host’s 
—the birthday of his grandson. It was a protty, little 
affair, like the ones they used to Iiavo at lioino, Ganapati 
Saatri s daughter, a smiling, Imppy-looking young lady 
of about seventeen was a picture of joyous motiierhood 
She didn’t romp about, hor stylo of wearing her sari 
was strictly orthodox and though sho did not wear a 
bulalc, she wore a nose-screw, a single, small diamond and 
all present voted her protty. How much nicer was 
Picohai with her derided bulak/ 


Ho wasu t meeting Kanaka that day aS' she had 
work at her store but they were going to Agra the next 
day to see the Taj. That evening Kodanda went off by 
himself to collect curios to take home. Ho discoverod 
by one of those lucky aomdents to which some travol- 
lors are born, a curio shop in an obscure alley off 
Ohandni Chowk. There wore brasswaro and miniatures 
,m stone of the Taj, the Lai Kila, the Kutb and other 
buildings. But the thing whioh enslaved his fancy was ’ 
a painting on mica of Mumtaz Mahal, the wife of the 
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irmiM-ror Shall Jahau. It whm al.oiit six iiialioa by four 

brtAho pial-i"" I’"'”''"’ .'‘‘‘I' , " '!■“ 

lovely portrait of a lovely woman ami the 
both of the aubjoet ami tbo i.ortrait had not been 
em.ilcd. but, Hooimwl rather oulumeed, ’’y 
Jhiob iloiiemled from tl.e (lelieatoatol mwea. ' ®"'loa ti o 
buluk, there ivnu a hcsan ami a imiie too tm> tie,, - 
Borow. Tie paid what Ida boat Haul waa aii abauiilly 
hiah piiee for it. It wa.a proliably a (eeling id roimiiHe 
whieli made him deteet a I'ainI, reaemblaiieo .m tho lea- 

turtw of tlie lOmpreiia to Ida wile or d; may liavii been 
the au.meHUou due to Uns ImMc. Whatever that ma.v 
have beeu, Kodaudnrau) eoimidered d. a va.luablo liud 
Iiud dutermiued to troaaure it. 

Ill 

Tlui 11. B. & 0. 1. train deiio.sited Koclamla and 
Kaiuika at A«ra at the unholy hour *^1“^ 

wasted about an hour auumo the purheua nl tbc si lion 
lookiu)? for a hotel where they eould got " 

lUit. At last a / 0 Hf/<e-diivei- nmlertmik (m take tbem to 
a ‘ vii-tl-ldiMi ’ hotel on the Taj road ami aetually 
brouKld. Iliem lo a vormiu-richlen hole ol a place whoso 
proiuiotor promised to semi np hreaklaat m live imnut- 
L ^ ft waa aetually <aio hour in aiTiving and '"’"-PPOl'B- 
iiiK when it did. They acut it away untastod and sta ted 
for the Taj Mahal. Dirty, heclragyled and “ 

sweat, they drove along the < roaricst ‘fW”™;'; ' 
able to a magnilioent bmldmg ^ A 
turned into a more proinising-lookmg ‘‘7"™ . 

ed at the red sand-stone gate winch loads 
loum. T’ho Boroll-writing atruok Kodaiida 
fully well Tirosorvod but ho was anxious to boo the laj 

Ltl hurried forward. As they oraorgod into tho open, 
and walked along tho oypross-odgod 
with inarhln and saw the reflection of tlie iiijin tne 
™?or: Z spirufroso. Thoy went into the vault where 
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Shah Jahan and the woman he loved lay side by aide, 
and then came ont into the open, Kodaiidji feeling re- 
vived, ecstatic and exalted in mind. Ho wont near one 
of the minarota and viewed the Taj from an angle from 
which new beauties wore revcalct!. He was lutdey in 
his guide, who .seemed to have tlio gift of silciKui, rare 
in one whose business is coiinnouly ono iioiii iiiiiuu.y 
chatter. Probably he was a disconiing ju<lgo of [jatrons ; 
he rnorcly murmured, “You must, seo it by moonliglit, 
Saliib. You must come to-night nt ton. d-'ho niotm is 
near her third quai tor,” 

" I will come, ” said Kodanda. 

Kanaka had her jug of ( 5 olcl ivator ready. “ What 
about going back to Bellii ?” sho asked. 

"Delhi can wait unlc.ss you aro very narthailar,’’ 
replied Kodanda. 

11103'^ went into tiie Fort and found I ho going very 
tedious. Kanaka followed listlessly, 'rimy wemt U]> to 
the room overlooking the Jumna, whoro »Sliah dalion 
was brought in his dying moments so that lie could die ■ 
With his oyes resting on the Taj. Kodanda lay down to 
io^te^ the position most suitable for tho ])ur])o»(^. 

^ Don t fall in love with tlio slmdcsa of Miimta/. Malial," 
joked Kanaka. 

mirror in tlio wall througli which 
tile laj was visible in lovely bint». Kanaka wanted to 

nJ'J j 1 she wasn’t tall enough, Kodanda 

htted lier up gingerly. She clung to him and, as iio 
dropped her, kissed liim on the check. 

+1.- build a tomb for mo liko 

this, Kodanda. ” 

" I hope not,” replied Kodanda, 

Meaning ? ” asked Kanaka in hurt tones. 
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“ I liopcd you wouldn’t die.” 

“ 1 Hco,” Raid Kanaka pettishly. 

Slio was lakinj' too iuii(?li lor granted, thouglit 
Kodauda. On llio way hack to Agra oity, Kanaka 
WUH nicinoHyllahid in her talk. JCodaiuIa, !iot uulliankful, 
was Imsy willi Jiis own lliouglifcs. Ih' look c)ut tlio 
jriiniatuj'o of Miiiiil a/. Mahal and Kcnitinificul it while 
Kanaka, wont to lior room. It was (juriounly romhuBoout 
ol riooiiai. 

Wlior* Kodanda a.Kkod Kanaka to aoooinpany him 
to 1lio '(’aj at h'H (»’o.lo<!k that night', aho {.ilaadiul a hoad- 
aolu^ and alayod l)(‘liind. Kodanda, rolVosluid hy a oold 
hath and a, l(»l('!a,i)lo ni<*al, oould already Htaiwo onjoy- 
meidi aluaid. aanu' diHOiid .•ii)pr^»aeh itgain. and 

Kodanda thought it imiat I>o the Moglud vorslon o! the 
rich man and the gates ol Heaven. Tlio gnido con- 
duotod Kodanda to a point from whicli ho could drink 
in tlio eerie heauty of tlio nuiUH(ileinn. 

'iJ'lie moon waa overhead and lit up the dome in 
{lrcain'(!olom's. It waa a liaven of [loaeo, a inonuinont 
of etornal lovo wliiidi aeoined to eiuihrino an Kinpci'or’H 
exa.ni|ilo for tlie omulal.ion of the world. Kodanda 
toolc out tlie miniature and wtmdered what manner of 
woman Mumtu'/. i\la)ial was that (3ould ho hold the love 
of a monarch wlio could colIc<5t women like hunchos of 
(lowei'H. WaH it beauty of jiorson ? Piodnii was-or, not 
exactly hoauivil'ul. . Jkit drcKS her up Jiko a queen, in 
silks and laces and diamonds, sho woultl pass niustor 
among the beauties of Kil-Kcdaram. Tho Colloctor’s wifo 
was not trying to ho pleasant, ho was now persuaded. 
Jhochai was notnineioon hut she was * tall and stately’. 
Ho seemed to have boon a fool ovor that bulah. What 
was good for an Eniporor must ho good enough for him. 
All tlie fuss ho had inudo over that jewel now struck 
him as a pieco of lolly. And so apparently, wore his 
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objootionfi , 

'vjhJi judi.-n I. !' A,,,j ’’ , ‘^^(5ba3{ 

aji mvi'iii rooJ '“'J'* '' /(., I 

Wlnw I'l'S/;. 



*'oe-lino for li,,,,,' "'«'''■• Mis ( l/'' '"'I'"'" >>' 

eyes J,ad 't//; ].n Kn^'''’> 

of it /Ij ^> 2 :/. r ''<> JiOGl. 

‘^ould ]iQy(.j, . ‘•■'S'st in alliir” ^ ^-'*'"10 to 

boforo ciawn I"""!’ *»’tioL'(n 

^0 seduce ijim f,. ' *‘^foro tJie jl;n.^ "'uniH I Up 
jio bad missed iiis^colr «JiWyVnir''''’‘'*‘ ^boiiHod 

s iA;;S?=aisv.f=s 

and ti‘imnfvi,Ji”® ono, ^.,,1 a ronidar 
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tiffm and ho usod to Hay, * Just coffee * but if siio took 
liim at liis word and sent him only oofToe, ho would 
Domo homo and blamo hor for starving him. Citing hia 
ordora rarely inij)rovod hia temper. Howov(?r, she 
would give him aomo ‘anack^ get him into a good 
humour and omorgo triumphant. What a gom of a 
woman, and what a cad was he to desert liorintho way 
ho luid done ! 

Mumta/ Mahal ! 8ho couldn’t jiavo been iipateli on 
hia Pioohai. If ho wore an Iilin])oror, ho would not build 
a. mausoleum over lior gravo but ho would dock hor in 
lianiond.s and gold and oinoralds and build seliools and 
hoapItalH in lioi' name wltilo .she wa.s yet undoad, What 
in iinboeile I'ool he ha<l boon to have fallen out with 
her ! lie muat hurry homo and make it up. Ho 
savoured tin? recoiualiation it» fancy. “Oh, ble.saings on 
bho falling out, tliat all tJio moro endears ” 

It was long past midnight when, in broueh of the 
rules, the g\iide lot liim out. 

Next morning, oven botbro tho tulograpli assi.stant 
it Agra Oantojunont liad finislicd dusting hi.s apart- 
ment, Kodanda handed in tho following telegram : 

“ Leavin ||5 Jlellu to-morrow, .Shall bo home Priday. 


Love. Kodanda.’’ 
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Jt w one of iJ,e canons of Britial, Tndian •■ulininistra. 

"iiy- ~ that tlio iiniL'isfranv 
and the Mioo sl.onld n,ovo on tl.o h,M of terms 

peieoiifil coniorenoos .‘UKloiiiovwiHo tlu) B S !> BhoiiM 

keep tl.0 .t strict MuKistrato i„r„,,n„,i 
on in ,1,0 district, wlnlo tlio !atf;«,., in l.is t, r i shonM 
Mp the former with friendly advice and co-operaHon 
Ilna, liowoyer, docs not moan that tlioy si oidd ho 

orosa,.,g each other’s path or hutting in al ov y torn 
S hJ''”^ ‘‘‘"i "V"gV™nld dch'onoratifi, to a 

Mjoko. T Uvo no (louhb tlioro is an uin.ronHato 
Si'c^niTof tim "rt»‘’''o''onco on 

Now.ift \rj(s oitIu)rMi((ci(ionfc or l^alo wliioli broiifflif 

ESA”? ‘?r 
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Brookleluirfit waa a hwgo, heavy-featured, hoavy- 
maniierccl man, who gonerally apoko as fcliough ho was 
addroHsing a public! mooting. It wa.'s vci-y long since he 
had been in a disti-iot ; hia path had taken liiin over 
varied gj'ound ; I'eeruiting, Guatoins, plague duly, with 
a spell in the Soerotariat, wlicro lic^ had made himself a 
nuisaneo with his th(M)ri<;H. Now, hia own wish had been to 
put in a few years in some quiet, soft job but i;ho Chief 
Secretary liiul sot his face against it and said, “ Time lhat 
the old ]ir<)Hoi' took oCC his coat and did some work.” 
Brociklehurst coTiHidcH-ed iiinusolf very ill-uscd and wrote 
home to his wife, “ h'awcjott has got; Ins toolh into mo. 
f-Ie \vaat.s mo to take olT niy cjoa-'- -- as if I havus over 

had it on and do some hard work - - u.s if I have 

evcM' done anything else I Well, niy dear, don't expect 
anything from human nature and you won’t be 
disappointed. Tlii.s Uj a di.snial hell of a place, made 
over to Indian olhcic^rs, and tliingu aro naturally in a 
mens. 1 think shall have to take off my sliirl: an woU 
and dean tiling.^ up a bit and I will .sliow them how to 
do it. ” Broddehurst had a good conceit of hiinsolf 
and believed ho could take on any job from general 
botlilowaslior to bishop. TJiat’s Iho I. 0. S. ideal, isn’t 
it ? And Bi'ocklehurst oamo to J/oppali determined to 
show them that ho could run a district as well aa ho 
could collect plague statistics or Cu.ytonia revonuo. 

Uafi called on himono morning just aaBrocklohurst 
had liniHliud breakfast ; Brockleliui'tit kept him waiting 
for a few minutos before sending for him into hia 
o0i(!o. Tn solemn tones, ho asked liim about- the state 
of the district, its crime, its political activities. liafl, 
a wdl-8ot-up, good-looking young man, rather sharp- 
featured, said that orimo was up to its normal level and 
as for politics, they were in a rather sleepy hollow. 

“ I suppose there are a few noii-co-oporatora 
about asked Brocldehurst. 



COLD 


" Juat a handful and liarmUiaH, ” replied Rah. 

“ Who 13 the leader of the erowd V’ 

“ One Jalamuri Jalpeswani Pantulu, a Ramdrua 
newspaper man. ” ® 


“The most venomous of tiio lot, I ))ru8unic 

“ By no means. A good-iiiiinoured fellow with juat 
a monkey triek or two. Like.3 the sotmd of hja own 
voice and eomes out with a s()ncoh now and again 

Just boats the air lor a bit, that's all. ” 


I shouldn t allow speceliea at all, Mr. Itah, “ said 
Brocklehurst ponderously. “ Tiioy aro tlio very devil. 
J.hey sow tiie seeds of dwafioction and end in a’ crop of 
troubles for us in the long run. ” ^ 

“T the creed Brooldehiirst onunoiated. 

However-”''*''' 


Brocklehurst lifted a qucHlioning eyebrow “Tdn 

not share your optimism, Mr. Rafi. T iook upon such 
men as potentially very dangerous. Anyway, T expect 

you to keep me very thoroughly informed of alUlmtis 

Imppeniiig. Remember. Mr.R,vfi, you aro my eyes ami 


I “m thOBO UBOfi 

appendages, Mr, Brocklohurst, ” said Rafi. 
bis Sam Browne boCbTstMohm-Bt 

a-t taotlosa assertioi 
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Not Jt, vory jinnnuiiiij^ iK-giiming. And Iho wcekH 
that r<)ll(m’(!(l mui'la'd no iinprovonicul . BrocklclmrBti 
got in KiiIi'h ^vily nf' ovary turn ; lio wuh iroiiHtantly 
shooting (|uc‘HlionH at him ou cmjry Hul)j<!Gt imdor tlio 
Btin from adiiiy Hcnldmrd or a oonsiahh* in a tluoadhiuo 
tunic in an <nit-ol‘-1 lio-way outpost lo Mu» diuorciMinuioH 
inovidcnco hclovcd of lawyors and oti wliich nmg'Htratos 
ivicclicd jiolico cnM(?.s. Hr g(tt (ju I'lili's iiorvos and when 
the J. (k canio to .l’o])pnli, Na(i took liia (ronhloH to him. 
Tlio I.* ti- HinikMi an imdorst.anding siuilo and said : 

“ Tliat’a Ihid Jirocklcdinrat all ovor. Ho has had a 
grous(i agaiu.st tho l*oii(:(5 ovcirsinco tho Darzhli ug riots, 
llo thinks they let liini douii over thorn. Not a bad 
follow hy any nusaua and (piilo oasy to manago. ” 

Hut Kali WUH not rmioli g(K)d at managing ; lio Jiad 
no laHto for groaning I ho ma<4»inory ; no wondor, thon, 
tho going provod Innivy, with jars and jolts all along 
tho lino. 


HnickI(duirHt wan a Htolid onongh sort of jjorson 
but tlu) non'(if) ()])or(il ion boo was bu'/./.ing in his brain. 
No!' long nl'tor lii' had oomo to l^oppali, lio board a bird 
wliispor I hat a. lew voluntoors wore (joining ovor from 
Ohitrngunia (o nuiTiufaoturo isnlt on tho Hojipali ooast 
and giv(J a haul to tlio local non-oo-ofKM'ators. Ho rang 
Uj) Ttali am! asked hint about it. Rail ro[)licd it was a. 
more bazaar rumour and that ihoro wuh nothing in it. 
Hrocldohui'Hl; diaslinod to bo impressed ; tiio sneor in 
his vf)i <!0 H(.iundod tliitjk througli ibo tolophono. ‘ I 
do not^ brush uaido tlieso bazaar rmnonrs in that way, 
Mr. Rah ; thoso bazaar rumourH have a knaok of 
ooiniag truo. ” 

A few days lalor Hrooklolmrst mot Rah at the 
Club. 

“ Xlavo you done anything about thoao Chitragunta 
voluntoors, Rail ho aakod. 
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•‘I havo writton to Mellor ahoiil, l.hom mid ho will 
lot mo Icnow if there is anything doing. ” rojiliod R'afi, 

“Mellor ma'y be ail rigid; l.iit wimt about 
Mudraboiie ? T hoar the IK fbat tlioy sliould 
nomo through Mmlraboiio. ’’ 

Muclrabono-wasan Indian .State wliioh was wedged 
in between Cliitragiinta and Poppall. Hroiddcdiursl; laid 
no opinion of these ‘native statics’ as he preihrred. 1,0 call 
them. Rail rcj)Iieil that Mndrahoiui was run mueli 
bettor than the adjoining Briiish Indian <liN(,ii(g,s a 
heresy to whieli IlmekloliurHt roliised t,o mdiserii.e • ho 
closed tlio conversation by ourtly (tauiiotiing Ihiii to 
keep hia eyes ami oars open and not to bank too Iienvilv 
on Mudraboiio. ^ 


11,0 sftlt-making luul bo(M. (lxo,l r„, W<Hlu««lay 
and, as rt < iw near, Bnadileluiral; w.au in a Inver <rf 
anxiety. Kii i was nnworried ; lunvci’er, lie a 

few,)olioopicketo attlH>])omtwl„!rni,|,n road to I'arvati 
Point eroaacd the Mudralione road. lint Im was 
worried ahonl. Hoinetliing olae ; In, w,,,a seanniiin the 
eaatoni skioa anximisly, for triaiblo ,va« hrewii,,- hi that 
quarter. At Kaimlrn,;, at the other end of I, h,",|,' , 
the CimstiaiiB and the Hiinlus wore at daf.goi’,.| drawn ■ 
the iorincr hart hu, 'll, a Clmrch to ,St. Mary of Doloroa 
and the conworation hart hoon fixed for the irtontieal 
day assigned to the salt Kalyngralia. '['he Chriatiniis 
to mgnaiise the oecasion, had a-rraiiged for a iiroei'Hsion 
Uirough the Mam Street, past tlio Siva tenl,,lo, Tlic 

Hindus wore up m anus against the inopoaul - auoli a 
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niiartor tlio lliiuius !ip])roac!iod Jalaiiiud Jalpoavyara, 
wlio promptly adviHod thorn to sit tight in tiio middle 
of tliG atroot'iiud not to Inidge. 

" Stippotio tile Police remove lui loreibly luiked 
tile Hiiuln loaiha’. 

“ do bade as fast aa you are removed,” answered 
.bdpeswJti'^'- 

“ 'Phe Police may hit oh,” Haid some one among 
till! crowd. 

“ We will hit hank, ” Htonned the Hindu loader, a 
Htalwai'ii eattki-l)i'eeder. 

.liapuHwai'ii a(, liim a.:imii'higly but was 

ocamduntiima lo l.lio last. “That will novar .1.., he 
saiil. “ Uosist iioacoriilty, by all moaim, but as lor 
hitting haok, / na3\nut lulviac tiukt. ” 

All lihis roaiihoa llali’a oars ami lie hnow there 
would be tlu> very devil ol' a row at llamt rug. When 
111) I'otau'iied home I'roni tho Chib on Tuesday evonu^, 
ho Ibmid a mesBago waiting for liim. It was Iroin tlio 
nolioe inspeotor at Ilaindrng and aaid that tlimga wore 
ffcttiiig out of hand and that a clash acomod movitable, 
Itali w,is ipiicU to aot; he aont a Reserve party m 
advance and decided to follow in poraon. He wahod to 
see tlie Hiatrict Magiatrato before going, but Brocklo- 
hurst was at a planters’ dinner and ao ho sent him a 
hastily-seribbled note iiiatoad. Tins was 
lirocklolmrat over tlio aoiip, jnet no ho had ^own 

to talk with tho lady on his right, an attractive blonde. 
Brocklolnirat put tlio letter away m 1““ 1™.™’ 
iutondiiig to road it after dinner. The ^ 

told, do their guoata iiucommoiily well 
waa a good tronchovman ; it was late when th®y 
up that night and, Brooldelinrst. I am soriy to say, 
■ lorgot all about tho lottor, whioh continued to ho in his 
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pocket unread. When BrockloIiui’Ht came down to 
breakfast the next morning, the day was far advanced ■ 
he finished brealtfast quickly and started for Parvati 
Point, arriving tliere at about noon. Ho asked for tho 
D. S. P. and when the Inapootor on duty said that ]io 
hadn’t arrived, Brocklehurat thundered. 

“ Where the devil is he ?” 

“ I am told ho has gone to Ramdriig, sir,” replied 
the Inspector. 

Prooklohurst glared. Ho could not holiovo Jiis 
ears. Ho sent oiF a telegram to Baii : ” What^ aro you 
doing at Bamdrug ? Como at oaco.” 

Tho telegram was handed to Bafl at iiooji ; lie had 
had an exhausting day, trying to make peace between 
the contendmg parties. Ho swore as he read tho 
telegram., Ho snatched a sheet of paper from his 
camp-table and, with a savage scowl on his face, wrote 
out a reply : “Am composing quarrels hero ; shall come 
as soon as possible ; moJeover, you sliould liavo said 
Please come.” 


Brooklehui-st’s temper had not boon at its best tho 
whole of that fierce morning in June ; Rafi’s wire did 
not improve it. Tho one tlung which saved liim from 
completely ‘ going off his bean ’ was tho absence of the 
Ciiitragunta volunteers. 

Bafi turned up at tea-timo and saw Ih’oeldohurst 
striding up and down the verandah of tho dale bungalow 
like a caged lion. At sight of him, BrockloWst 
roared : 


“Where the devil have you boon all this time ?” 


“ At Bamdrug, having the devil of a time, ” 
Ban, in a voice to match. 


said 
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Ih'ocklolnii'iii iiMkocl in a minor key, “ Wiiy didn’t 
you lot know ? i iliought it luicl blown over.” 

“ I Hoiit you a ii«»to lant niglit wJiilo you woro at 
(linnor, ” aaitj Itali. 

Tlio Htiii't which BroolclobnrHt gave ploa«od Rail; 
it ahuoMt roconoilod him to tliorndtmoaaonii.s rocoption. 
Bi’ookloliurnt., oousulovably torual down, aakod for nows 
and wan roliovod w\mi Itali told him that ho luul 
BUccc(!do(l in juakii^g j)oa(:o botweeu tho parties and 
that tho j)ro(!()HHiou Juid j)asHod oil quietly. 

“ ^I'Jiank Heaven. lt’n a good day’s work, Rail, 
and I ani very glad. Congratulations. Como and have 
a (iup ol’ toa, said Brookloliurst cheerfully. 

■' lilxcuHO me, Hrocklcliural. f tliink I shall have it 
in my tout. !!l.'luinkH all the Haiiio,” said Kali. 

“ OCforiiig mo toa as agood conduct prize, I suppose 
tho dam fool, ” said Kali to lumHolf. 

“ Sulky devil, ” muttered Jirocklohurst, as ho went 
in to toa. 

While Kali lay in a long cliaiv sii>ping weak toa, a 
wire was liauded to him from Kamdrug. It ran : 
“ I’crrible liotl hero. Komal Naiokon killed. Police 
liolploHS. Rama^Naik. ” 

Rail started and dropped the tea-cup which split 
in two. 'H(J sat in ins chair and did some tense think- 
ing. In a minute ho was hiinsolf again and calling foi 
another cup of i;ott, dranlc it leisurely. Before he had 
linislied, ho saw Brooklehurst’s oar ^ crashing ’^he 
carriage drive. Brocldohurst liimsolf jumped out of his 
oar, raced up tho verandah stops and waving a telegram 
in fi;ont of Kali’s face, asked him excitedly what it 

meant. 
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Rafi received it lazily. Ho said : I think it is all 
a ramp. ” 

“Ramp!” snoi-ted Broddohurst, “I am jiot so 
sure about that. Something tolls nio, that .somotliiiio- 
very serious has happened at Ramdrug. 1 think we 
had better start for Ramdrug immediately. ” 

“And leave Parvati Point to take care (){' it.self !” 
said Rafi mischievously. Brocldohiirst alicci-ed not io 
notice it. 


. /^^*ey left immcdiatoly and at Brocldohurst’s 
mstanco, Rafi ordered tho Reserve party at Parvati 
Point to follow them m a bus. It seemed pretty obvious 
that the Chitragunta volunteers wore not goin/r io 
turn up. ^ 

gold and yellow when they readied Ramch ug. “ The 

heavens do not appear to have crashed, ” said Rafi as 

A? street to tho' police 

ful*! fit&tion, a Sub-Inspootov gatliored 

Wlf up and came forward adjusting ins turban and 

‘ Anythmg tJie matter Iicre V’ asked Rafi. 

“ Nothing, sir. The rioters liave all disappeared ” 

‘‘ Was Romal Naicken injured ?» asked Rafi. 

“ A few bruises, sir, that, was all. » 
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Brooklehursfc lost liis temper. “ How very casual ! 
A town in tuumoit, a riot narrowly averted, .‘iiid wlien 
two follows go and break the public peace, you sit tight 
with fold(!d iirms and say it was a trifling quarrel and 
that was all I It is ridiculous !” 

I'iio Sub-Inspector was dii/.od and could not find 
his voice. 

“ Whoro did they fight ?” asked Rafi. 

“ In Sannaai Odayan’s coeoanut to’pa, air. If 
D. S. P. orders, I shall register a case and proceed 
igaiiist him. ” 

“ Proceed for what ?” asked Ila.fi. 

'Vho Sub-Tna])ec!tor did not answer ; ho had no idea 
and looked siicojiish. A few more (mqmries, and it 
transpired that t!ie affair was nothing more than a 
private quarrel between Sanuasi Odayau and Komal 
Naickcjn in the latter’s coeoanut k>pc and that Komal 
Naicken’s iiarty wore seen going towards Jalposwara s 
house ; Jalposwara himself was seen, soon afterwards, 
going in the Poppali bus. Anyway, it was clear that 
the tlograni was the usual kind of scare telegram 
wliich parties send to the authorities. Rafi was not 
sure that he did not see Jalpeswara s loan liand m the 

telegram. 

When, at lamplighting time, Rafi suggested getting 
back to PoTipaliand seeing about a ‘ . 

Brocldohurst was fain to agree. It f 

when tiioy reached Poppali. But Brooldehurst s day o± 

shocks hadn’t run its course yet. Ashe was 

for dinner, a telegram from the police inspeotOT at 
Poopali was handed to him. “ Volunteers arrived six 
p Gatlierod on seashore and proceeded manu- 

facture salt. Police charged with laiUs and dispersed 
crowd. Jalpeswara and seven others arrested. 
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Brocklehurat swore for all ho was worth. However 
he soon overcame his vexation ; lie oven smiled ; some 
cteep-bnried sense of humour was trying to assort itself 
as a last line of defence. It was with a sense of vietorv 
that he rang up Rafi and asked liim : 

" So the volunteers did miitorialisc after all ?” 

"But not from Chitragunta, ” replied Bafi 
blealdy. 

" How do you know ?” 

" If they had come, wc should have hoard,” said 
Kaii with decision. 

Well, well, let us see. If there is anything doing 
you will lot mo know, won’t you ?” ” ^ 

" Certainly, ” said Rafi. 

Brookleliurst hung up the receiver and went awav 
muttering. Opinionated bliglitor. ” ^ 

The next morning, the local Tamil paper, the 
PrajemUrm, blazoned forth the now.s of tho volun1;oors’ 
march to the sea, their attempted defiance of tfio salt 

The Police Inspector turned up at Poppali, flourisliini; 

^7 J Watched Pot , it showed a score of 

volunteers seated round pots and pans of seawater sot 
op on crude stoves of red laterite ; in tlieir mi J„t sat 

Jalpeswara, grinning from oar to ear ThnPm* ‘ 
differed frol the kss vLlTmSy'hJ 
agieedonono point, namely, tho vigour of tho laiM 
charge by police; on its alleged unimaginnhl« ILlu; 

^ unanswerable case of martyi'dom was built bv tlfo 
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Brocldehursfc was in high feather. ' ‘ Thank 
Heaven, ” he told Rafi. “ I was forewarned. Or else, 
the Chitragunta pests would have descended on us in 
force.” 

Rafi was contradictory to the last. “ Nothing of 
the kind would have happened. ” 

“ How dogmatic you are, Rafi ! Something has 
happened. And Jalpeswara hasn’t been the innocent 
lamb you supposed him to bo. ” 

“ Jalpeswara is hut human. It was a Heaven- 
sent opportunity and he took it, ” 

“ What was ?” asked Brocklohurst, wondering. 

“ Our abortive arrangements. Ho inspired Rama 
Naioken’s wire and reckoned on om’ going to Ramdrug. 
Things turned out even bettor than he anticipated. 
Wo withdrew the Reserve party at Parvati Point and 
the coast was clear. It seems to have been a sudden 
inspii'ation ; he collected a handful of his men, went to 
Parvati Point and staged his little show. ” 

So tile controversy began. Brocklohurst was a 
diehard and Rafii was no better. Brocklehurst made a 
report to Govornmoiit in sonorous officialese, referred 
to his own forethouglit and the utter lack of initiative 
on the jjart of tlie Police. Rafi, in language, the 
extreme of tactlessness, maintained the contrary. Last 
time I passed through Poppali, I heard Government 
was looking into the matter. Probably, they still are. 

It is an iU wind which blows nobody good, Poppali 
retrieved her reputation ; the movement took root and 
flourished for quite a long while. Jalpeswara got an 
advertisement which was what ho wanted^ People 
account for all this variously but Jalpeswara gives the 
entire credit to “ B, B. Brocklehurst Esquire. ” That 
is Jalpeawara’s vi©^ * 
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country accent, “Stick a goraniuin in your hat at 
show you, are happy At tho Eros statue a flower-girl 
came forward holding a sprig of geranium in her hand. 
“ Sixpence, please,” she said with a half-porsuasive, half- 
pleading smile. Sixpence seemed to Bliadri a lot to pay 
for a syiubol of happiness bub tho mood was on him now 
, and ho bought the geranium and stuck it in liis hat. 
lie liurried on bui. when ho I'eachcd tlio theati’o ho 
found the doors barricaded ; all the seats had been 
taken up. Some clxecry soul in tho dissolving queue 
said, “ Oomo along, the night is more glamorous 
outside. ” It was true and TJluwlri decided to follow the 
drama of tho streets. TJio niglit was truly glamorous 
witii coloured lighi;s overhead tnid tho sound of music 
and dancing from tho restaurants. Sanderaan s, 
Schwoppe’s and Guinness, like gaily-bcdecked nautch 
girl, bookouod to the revellers to chase away thirst 
with their sparlcling foaixi. It was a warm night ami 
Bhadri toolc tho clivomatieally bj-illiant hint ; lie walked 
into a Lyons’ Ooruor House, had a oolfee and ice and, 
coming out, stuck a cigarette into his mouth and joined 
tho throng which led in the dircotiou of Regent Street. 
Life, gohip' one bettor than tho music-hall song, had 
begun beyond O.xford Circus and Bliadri followed the 
tide wlu(ili, flowed at full flood in the I’ark. 

In spite of the fact that Bluwlri had come to 
London tho previous winter ho was new td the city. He 
had come over to bo called to the English Bar. Ho was 
already an advocate at Poppali and h^d done 
uncommonly well in Souj^h India. But Bnadri was 
ambitious; ho thirsted for professional eminence, a 
place among tho elect and a barri.stor’8 bands seemed to 
be indicated. Not that ho did nob meet with opposition 
, barristers, he was told, cut but little ice in Indja 
B. L.’s were tho better lawyers. Bhadri evolved 
ho thought was a smart epigram in answer. 
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B, L. makes a better barrister.” So lio Ivmbn,! 
of hundred pounds, outfaced tl.o p!^ . 
kisaecl away his wife’s tears, toolc liivt/ of hil e Mr 
wzth wet ej^elaahes and set sail for RiiLdand Mo 
London in a fog, encountered di/Iio^dller n ^ 

aeconimodation as a result of indilforiMif m ' 

oaihest opportunity but tlio pluro firo " on him 
Mrs. Simms was a kindlv soul end ^ ^ > 

version of ‘ sambhar ’ • <jhrt n«u. 1’’” ],>iLf:s£ib]o 

go further and faro worao mwi ' ‘‘ongnt ho could 
Di-elimiuary week of aightlseoinj- withTklk’ 
party, he aottlec! down to work® ,,(1 arrH v ’ t ■ T’’’®*' 
during the winter nf/v^nw j ^idly stirrocl out 

Court and lla^nrall abor^onf 1' T'‘ 

m the course of daily rides in tho'Vl 

and back. AprU came and ti'o Temple 

fcioiis ; he then Imd a preUv atift* o^^amma- 

kept him confined to hia hod i' 

anticipated. This was his filf tf^T! ^^^d 

«tohimagesaudhodeoidod [hli ■ 

giggling girls everywCo™®TCor^?''' <“owds, 

«'vny. There were at JeaJ “ “«™'' >>eW. 

progress. One, held nndBr th„ ^ -^“’‘“‘* "‘^ot'iigs in 
«f India League, .ns 7 rfa 
Bhadri's attention. From th^ .amicmootl, nltraotod 
^ bald-headed, portly M vifw ' ^ 

donomiciag the India Bill ^ » 4, * It was 

away our birthright and Bflm is bartering 

blooming conspirLy. *hf 

.u.'. s»‘s ’£ 
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{ elaborated hia thomo; curaed the Bill by bell, book 
' and candle. One of his juicier points was that India 
was immoral to the core, was riddled with dancing 
girls. 

“How jolly!” cried somebody in the crowd 
elieerfully. 

“ It may bo jolly to nasty-minded folk but not to 
decent ISnglislimen, ” said the orator, looking as though 
he would like to bito a piece out of his interruptor. 

“ What’s it you object to, the dancin, or the gals ? ” 
asked a mn^n in a sho vel hat. 

A bow-Ioggod, down-at-hoels, Irishman whom the 
crowd hailed as Paddy, shambled forward. “ Oh ! he 
loves dancin, ho do ! So slim, so ‘ansoin, ^tis lovely to 
see ’im do the fox-trot 1” And the crowd cheered. 

“ No, it’s the gals I 'avo ’card ’e objects to ?” said 
the man in the shovel hat. 

“ And the gals dyiii ’ for ’im ! He woir’t look at ’em, 
tho orool man !” cried a pretty-eyed, slatternly girl. 

The orator tried to look unconcerned, while the 
crowd roared with laughter. He wont on with his 
discourse ; “ And they want to give Parliamentary 
institutions to a country like that — a country where 
dancing-girls 'scuttle about like rabbits in a warren.” 

“ What do they do V' asked a thin man a reedy 
voice. „ 

“What do they do? I suppose they parade tho 
streets and pester you with theii’ attentions,” the 
orator said, airily. / 

Bhadri felt his gorge -rising within him. This was 
his first visit to the Park and he wasn’t used to Hyde 
Park oratory. He flung a question at the orator ^ 
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Have you been to India 

TJig orator looked Bhadri uj) and down as tlioimli 
sizing him up, when tho man in the shovel hat 
interrupted. 


" Gome alon’ noo. Answer tlic ffoii’Iin’n “ A v,> 
you been out East ?’" ‘ 

The orator turned to deal with tho sliovol Inl 

‘‘‘ lii;n He iiskod in doliborato 

tones, Have — you — seen — God V 


'And yet you believe in him, don’t you V 


I don’t ”, was the unabashed reply 

2 ;s 

Xrs.’r;r/S:‘:.T‘?r" ^ 

goes on here, further ud i ^ 

westerly dir^oHoif ^ 


‘•You 

preparing 


lean in Ireland ?’ 
)e nasty. 


% 




J^skod tlio orator, 
I mean^Je ' 

rod in 

raUat” , iieowei. Want to go to tho 
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“ T can’t; till you oomo down and talco a black 
,ye, ” said Paddy, olicorfully. 

“ I’ako care, ” warned the orator. “ if you don’t 
jcluivo T will call a cop and give you in charge. 

‘■Ah! listen to Lord TreneUard, givin’ orders !’’ 
mid Paddy amiably. Tbo crowd was delighted. The 

rir S stid he wasn’t .succeeding and in a few 

'nin«lc,s came down from his perch. And .llhadri left. 

Wlion lio Imd gono Home diatanoo. lie haard a voioo 
wluspor eloso to lum, lI uHo. JoKnuy I 

Bhadri turned round and aaw a young woman in a 
blu(ik overall Bmiling at Iiim in a familiar way. 

“Year’ lio grunted. 

“ You ahut him up nicely, didn’t you^” she said 
ingratiatingly. 

“Whom?” 

“ ';rhat. hloUo on tlio soap-box there. 

“ Oil did T ? T suppose I did, ” said .Bhadri with 

asked, 

“like a girl?” 

a S ™ -V i.r='^^r:n 

abandonotl air. ^ 

“ Ah I you are a wag,” she said archly. 

Bhadri did not disclaim the 
olosor to him and asked. “ Have a good time . 

..How much is ft- ol 

curiosity now aroused. Sljyy 
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furtive embarrasameut, ho fouiul himeolf sottliiur th« 
terma of hia advonturo. Ho then lod Ilia eoiniiaiiion to 
one of the seats and then, thinking bettor of it aot im 

arm into his and auggostod slrolliiig iicrons tJio grass 

'V-That’a prohibited, isn’t it ?” asicod liliadri. gaily, 

"Not to-night, at any rate. Kiiig>„ orders.” 

^ But iihadri kept to tlio gravollod imili ir i , 
his companion iier name. ^ ^ ^ 

“ Betty, ” she said. 

“ }3etty what ?” 

" ? Botty will do, won’t it !” 

silenco'^"^’ ” ’•■’''oy «'«llccd on in 

Ss2zt'' ”•»" S S3;,.; 

OuvalJ^^feSoriir^Bi^rfiif the 

nervousness and was falliL 

surprised to hear a roflned ‘ 'ras 

Po-" . Bhadri turned round M d sZ“*®n"?u““’ 

saSf “r- . SSSrS 

c “it-j “ ti’ss 
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1 1 Ur. lind hoard. Meanwhile, a tiir- 

at \.,uuo al'mr^ tl.o l.uaba.ul of tho lady, 

banned gonihnu. ‘ Jj \ion\o are ooimcriiccl, the 

Who.0 |;;: 7 u;ri.aok 5 .n.«nc> ; a„d Bhadri 

social code hli ,,,, moutionod a name 

introduced luume , ^ ‘ ^ t,.anaim-cd ho Imow 

n,olldmpwu u, Bor,t , ohihl eamc to look on 

BhadnHV*'^*] ..i |,.j \v|k> wan ronimdod of hia own 

thorn hack to oiil’Mi. „,„u;n<r ” 

,..:£;£S'r=;r;iS’-- 

thankB. A fellow-Btudont,” 

roi)Hod‘Bhluiid^uti.mUy, aB ho 

Tlic intorUido ■‘'"''J . jlo had’an aS 

Popiiali vividly liaok to hi — ^ -,^118 his 

family which inehidcd . , [ , no,iia whietlo a jiim 

rifrsrt w.i?£U «i« » M. ..d. 

wia.™ - «' 

waa hrokon. . „ , naked 

“I Bay. Betty, wlicroj are wolgo.ngf ha 

fluddonly* i t r n nr ** This in a 

Betty didn't answer. This wasn t the mamul. 
thought her man queer. 
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They came near apool of light thrown by one of 
the electric lamps near Hamilton Place and Bhadri : 
looking at her, said tratlifully. 

“ I say, Betty, you are damn J^retty ! ” 

“ Nice of yon to say it,” she said, listlessly. 

“ Really and truly, you are very pretty, one of the i 
prettiest girls I have seen in London.” 

“ You seem to have had a lot of exx)crieuco,” Slie 
said, Avitli an amused air. 

“Notin the sense you moan,” Bhadri corrected; 
hastily, “ I see lots of girls but you aro line.” 

Betty revived a bit. “ I amn’t tlio woman I was. 
I used to be pretty once, leastways, the men used to 
say so. Girls grow more beautiful as they grow m), 
don’t they?” ^ ^ 

“A matter of rouge and lipstick, isn’t that so?” 
asked Bhadri. 


“I don’t go in much for that sort of thing. For 
one thing T can’t afford it.” 


Bhadri noticed the total lack of paint on her lips 
He said ; ■ 


‘Dash it all, woman, you must be doing pretty 
well m your line ?” The moment ho had said it, he felt 
It was a mean thing to say and he felt a cad. And 
Betty appeared hurt, or, was she miserable ? Bhadri 
couldn t say. 


You may think what you like,” she said, tiredly. 


Bhadri’s heart smote him. He asked 
lam sorry, Betty, I didn’t mean it. 
like thia^ sort of thing 1 


impulsively. 
But do you 
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Sho looked questioningly. 

“ 1 mean, taking up with odd men in the Park,’’ 
aaid Bliadri, and immediatdy felt sorry and stupid. 
But Betty was struck by the earnestness in his face and 
said simply : 

“ X don’t. I don’t like it at all. I. Irate it, oh, 
how 1 hate it I ” Bhadri could hoar her swallowing a 
lump. 

" I’lien why go on with it ? ” ho pursued. 

Slio waa a bit annoyed now, but there was aome- 
thing in Bliadri’a face which rooonoiled her to the 
inquisition. “ 1 must live, mustn’t I ?” sho naked. 

“ Xlaven’t you a job ? ” 

“ I luiVG one but it isn’t half enough. There are 
kids at home.” 

“ XXow many ? ” 

“ A boy and a girl.” 

“ Whore is your husband 

“Bead.” 

Siie said she bad come down in the world and had 
at tlio moment a job which fetched her ten shillings a 
woolc. “ That should do,” said Bhadri delivering judg- 
ment. lie did not know London. And Betty explained. 

“ So this is a side-line. . How much do you make 
out of it ?” 

“An occasional dollar.” 

“BoUar ?” 

“ Yes, about a dollar a month,” said Betty. 

B 
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'‘You said you cuYop froin up lun-lli and you talk 
ol aoilars. Aro you an American ?” 

Betty kept lier rising toiuptir. She said, “ But fn.. 
your colour I sliould have thought you wore a ■ nop in 
private olothes. ^ ‘‘ 

Amorictn 

y n«w lost lici' tompor. Slio sorcaiiiod at him. 
What the devil docs it matter to you ?” 

yam only intorwfcod. Don’t iumvvor mo ii’ vm. 
would rather not,” said Dlmdri, uuporturbocl. 

throw horsott on a bench and broke into tears. 
Bhadii was distressed. He wont up to her, stroked 

I oX "’•y* it so 

i oiuy meant to bo kind. 

She pushed him away from her with an anurv 

movement. ‘‘I hate you. Why don't you got 

a leve/vS^ 

She looked at him lilm a startled fawn. » What 
do you meap ?” she asked. ^ 

mother who could not make oXineot' 

this FJizz r„rdf ^ 

i>rforoi He was different from^ 
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took hor for granted, herself and her wickedness. They 
paid for their pleasure, and then cast her aside like a 
crumpled liowor. 


She t(Jok Bhadri’a arm now and, in a voice of 
contrition, said, 1 am sorry. I was a beast.’ 

“No, yon aren’t. Wc men are beasts to take 
advantage of you.” 

“ Men aren’t so bad, you know. Wo Swomen are 


worse. Sbe-dovils, 


Bhiidri changed the conversation. He was in no 
mood for inolodrama. 

“ How old are your kids?” ho asked. They had 
been on his brain over since slie told him o± them. 

“ Andrew is seven and Sita three. 

“ Sita ! ” 

“ I don’t mind telling you my husband was from 
your country/’ sIig watching the effect. 

“ What was his name ? ” 

“ You must excuse me.” 

“ Sorry. What happened to him V* 

“ Killed in a railway smash.” 

“ What was he ? ” 

“ A doctor’s assistant.” 


“ And you ? ” 

“ His wife,” she said, smiling at her evasiveness. 

“ I say, before that V* 

“ See, there you are at it again 1 ” she said, with a 
reproving smile. 
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bills. 


‘ Sorry again. And he loft you nothing ?■’ 

‘KO. He left the honao rent and the Kashin.- 


“Howbadoflmn!- ho aaid, hanally. 
iShe rosD iji dofouce of iier in ’1 n i •, 

was fine, you know. A luV «n.fi V He 

in a million.” husband 

^ “Vounm 

envied me my Brenfciuo Courf; 

not many^gain Hiis i wi^y 

d«;i*Vi” ^.3.a »Sf “u "’“•“ ” ‘ 

ohildion.” ^ have a wifo and 

How nice ! And tlioy are in Tnib'ji T 
. ^ X suppose ?” 

«Ued ray baby-girl is 

No,” she said, pleasantly interoatod. 

Guess,” said Bhadl'i. “Tnan’f?’* i- i 

leant? replied Betty. 

"Ohiian-tthatfino? How old is she ? ” 

S.ta had a dimple in her t . ^ talX 
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bheir lil-l'lo \V)i,yH, Micir proromicoH atul muightiaorfsoH. 
liydo Pai'k a whoro t>ink btil)ie.s, 

brown l)nbi(tH, dajic-hnircd and goldoii-hairad b{ibi<38 
roiripod about and ])ln.yed. Butty and Bbiidri ooased 
to bc! their own pitirul, Hin-sfiOupod. Httlo nuIvoh and. 
boDuiiie bublding I'oiurtaiuH ol.' parental lovo. They 
spoke of' (Jioir ('liildn^n, the oiio of the ohildreii J'or 
whom hIio Hluned, iJio otlmr of tJu? ouch liy roinein- 
bcaiiig whom lui ^vaH aa.vod. Betty forgot her eariva, 
Bliadri, his vague (jiKJst for a.dv<5uturo, and J.>aby talk 
hehl tlieiii till tlioy suddonly found tlioiUHolves in the 
glani and blare of ll,yd(5 I*a.vk (Joriiur. 'L'hc groat, big 
biiHeM !)fum(l for Viel.oria, KenHington and J.htrk |jan© 
wlieoled and (diarged about them. 

“ And we part iHaas, do wo '{" anked .Bhafiri. 

“ I HU|jpaM(s Ko, And if I have hiny houkg of 
dotKJney, I lUUHt give you luudv yoiir mojiey,” said 
Botty. 

^‘ Not a bit. Wliore arc you going Jiow? Not to 
Iho l.’arU, I HUpposo { ” Bliadri bated liiniBolf for fcbo 
unintondod sueei’. 

jiotty wan (|iiiio ealm now. “ Not to-uigbt, at any 
rat(?. I am not wiiikedin* {.ban I need bo. Whoa 1 meet 
a good man, I try to be good for a day at loast.” 

.Blunli’i wna noi, luiro slie was not laughing at liiin. 
Ho a])oIogiHod and asked lior if she Avould gi) with liim 
to tlio piotni’<3B. 

“No, Sita ia in bod with a fever and I must go 
haok to her. Tliank you all the aamo»” said Botty. 

He askod for details and learned that Sita lacked 
nursing comforts. Ho drew some allvor from hia pocket 
and thrust it into her luuid. “ Hero is your bus far© 
and Homothiug with wliioli to buy a present f'oy Sita» 
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ts™ ’ ':r 

soaroo y boliovo I, or oyoH. W », «'• I h ' 
spol;o],coo?«,rfre,m;i wlioro 1 1 i, "" who 

taken p.ty on bo,, tl,„t ,, ^ Ho hod 

movo,no,rt,Bl,,wl,.ng(j,o„ilv,.^' «"‘W® 

waHgatJievingj|,,,.„kirt („ ,■,,0 i " 

tov,ebe,I her tn the Xlu^,: ZuZ 
You have dmj.jjcd 

to pick 111! the NitvoV. «t„l «id , , ''‘''f 'to'l'n'l kw 

S --k •- s .ISzt',:?';;!; 

;« •'■• *■'> — 

bag more or leus nKw.Uo.y* ^-bo inonoy in her 

which drew «^bS^ r th ■''' "‘X." 

Smgtoii. . oil ifcH f^Wiiy to Kgu- 



TWO OF A KIND 

PJaVE yon hcarcl oi: 77 of the Police ? If you haven’t 
you do not know Mailam. You may Icnow the V. M. 
or you may not ; of tho Miraadar himsolf you may have 
but tlie vaguest no1,ion ; you may not bo familia].* 
with the ^yu^ari of tho toinplo, tho tank watchman and 
othor villago celebrities. But if you do not know 77, 
I will awcar tixat you have not been within miles oi 
Mailam. 

77 is tho officoj,' in ekargo of the Mailam outpost. 
Hifj uamo is Mangapati ilaju ; but for all the purpose 
which it served it may have been MaegilUvray or Mad- 
gaonkar Ho was known to tho country roimd, to the 
Polieo of tho district and to everybody else, simply as 77. 
Mailam worslnpjiod iiim. Ho was fat and frivolous, 
sleek and comfortable. His wife, a dutiful creature, 
fed him on hurma and kidgcrec every day. How did she 
do it ? !Hifl pay sv^as only thirty rupees a month. How 
did slio do it ? I do not know and do not care. It does 
not concern either you or me. 

77 had been at Mailam for more years than I care 
to remomber. Once a D. S. P., who was inspecting the 
ch’ole, essayed his transfer. It was Chari, famous^ for 
his strictness ; ho visited the outijost and was received 
by tho unsuspecting 77 under a canopy of jasmine 
flowers. The outpost was a ramshackle affair, all white- 
wash-and-tile ; but it was now changed out of all 
recognition. Long festoons of jaamine^ curved m 
graceful sv'eeps from the centre of the ceiling and fell 
in ample fokh down the sides. It was a place for 
blushing brides and did not go %vith bayonets, duty 
rosters and condemned scabbards. But it was not the 
artistic incongruity of it all which struck Ohari ; it 
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waa the light which it threw on 77’s linancial position 
which struck him forcibly, 

“ The outpost officer ficoius i.o be doing very well, 
indeed, ” he said looking iq) and down and around. 

“Yes, sir, ” replied the IrLspector, tontiitively. 

“ How does he do it ?” asked Chari. 


The Inspector hummed and iiawed but did not get 
near an intelligible answer. 

Chari went back to Kedav;un and lilie arst thing 
whicli he did was to send 77 an order trauHlorring Iiini 
to the other end of the district. “ d’ho good people 
of Mailam mustbedainn glad to bo rid (>1: him. He 
has been sponging on them, ” ho told his Deputy. 

“I am not sure. Hois very popular tliore, ” said 
tlio Deputy. 


When the order reached 77, he communicated the 
laot to the villagers of Mailam and began to pack his 
nousohold gods. The villagers thoiiglit nwhilo, then 
proceeded in a body to Kedaram and waited in doputa- 

tion on the D.S.P. They pleaded for the rotontion of 
//at Madam. Transfer him and the hoiivous would 
come crashing overhead. If tJ»o order were not eancoJled 
they would have to leave Mailam thomsolvos,. 


Apparently they had loft homo in a lucky hour, for 
they caught the .D S P. in a helpful mood of vexation, 
iiieio had been a lalU cJiarge and tlio D. S. P. goi; no 

Wfo'i ; 

authoiity at headquaitei-B was not at all suro tho oharRe 


“ It’s something there is at least 
■whom people are wiEiing to say a good 


one policeman of 
word,” Chari told 
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himaolf. B:c oanc.(illc(l fclio oi-dei; thni-o and tUm ami 
tho viHjigorH rcUirncd lioiuo in trimii|)!i. And 77 Htayou 
on ai; Mailani anti ovoryoiio was ploaacd, 


Ut nul; ICora 'I'hangan. Ho hattid 77. Noi, uiu'oa- 
aonaldv. I^oj- 77 aptmt tho heat paid ol; the beat 
(laya oi: t-hn year trying to land him. Arid to 'I’liangaiiH 
ortalii) it must l)e aaitl that ho was moat diffunili. hah to 
land. He was as I’nll of Iric.ks aa a 
more inonkoy hnl-a im)nl<(\y with a dash ol; tho flovil. 
W(i liave imard of knravafi who would (lit a woman s 
ear-ltilHia heoaimo tlicy happened to ho in tlie way ol 
nlah and thoduti, but they always loH diom hohind. 
Not HO, '.riiangan ; ho invariably (nirricd thorn away tor 
a koopsake. 1 have inyRoir flcen ono of those gvuoaomo 
oxliibitH in eourb. He would go to the mix 

with a ijavty (d' eattle-lmyors, lud|> to lix the finoo and 
walk away’ with tho price before his frionda roahned 
wliat was liap\)( 5 ning. Once ho tried to soduco his 
brother’s dauglitor and when the shivonng thing 
refused, ho burnt bits of her into black blotcJies with 
nitric acid. He was a thorn on 77 'h side and the spoiler 
of hiti reputation and an unmitigated nuisanco to tiio 
peojile around. 

Wlion tho nows of 777s tranofer came aUiangau 
daneod for joy ; when it was cancelled, ho bit iua lips 
"^^’Whodi.! it?” h« aatocl Volau. a 
at; tho tirade, who always brought liim nows of tho 
enemy. 

“Tho Mirasdar, ” said Velan, “ Ho went to tho 
B. S. V, and spoke to him. ” 

Tho Mirasdar was ono of Thangan’s profesaed 
enomioH. “ Time that the pot-bolliod blighter was taught 
a lesson, ” growled Thangan. 
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When the deputation returned home, they gave a 
feast in honour of the oebasion. They whole country- 
side gave itself a holiday and vva.s there to celebrate 
Now, there were two things which the Mirasdiir loved, - 
his local position and his little daiigiiter. Valli, a i^retty- 
eyecl girl, had pestered her father- for a deer-ciilf and 
the. Mirnsdar had given her one, at tromo trouble and 
expense, for deer wore scarce ill the district. Ho li-id 
to get one from the forest of Mol-l'oppali ovoi- the 
liorder. VaJJi doted ou the deer. I t was a (ionimoii 

saying in the neighbourhood that tlie village doted on 

the Mirasdar, the Miraadar on his daughtor and little 
Valli on the deor. At the conclusion of the dinner, 
VaUi came out to feed her pet. She liad both her hands 
full of^ayn mdplchi. .But the door wasn’t there. SJie 
searched for it high and low but it could not bo found, 
bho ran to hor father with toai-s in her oyos. Tho 
Mirasdar was sitting in tho centre of an admiring circle, 
luxuriously chewing tobacco and betel. Ho was 
retailing -- for tho hundredth time — Jus interview 

the^.Je ^ i^‘ told, her 

he deer must have strayed, sent out Jus farm-.sorvauts 

to look for It and proceeded vnkh ids narration. 

The search party returned aftor an hour and 
lepoited that there were no Higns of tlio deer. Valli 
set up a squeal of agony. “Somebody has stolon it ” 

talking I Who would dream of stealing from my uremises 
ana that m broad daylight ?” aaid tho MiraXr 

Kora Thangun ! Yes, it was quite possible T^uf- 
would he dare ? No, he wouldn’t, tlioy dLided 

of bJtel ovit a quantity 

ho arkod “ hwoabouts f 
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Information came soon and quick. Rangia 
Tevar’s sou liad seen him that morning. .Sent for 
iiid questioned, he said that he had mot Thangan by 
fcho stream, fishing-rod in hand. Ho was going to land 
[I bigger fish that morning than he had done for many a 
long day, ho had told the boy. 

And others had seen him too. Barigiri Naidu, 
Meikol, Mari, Komali Ku|>i)an. 

77 had no nnire doubts. He saw Kora Thaiigan’s 
hand in the buHines.y as clearly as though bo had been 
present at the purloining. I'Jio Mirasdar tugged at his 
ferooiouH-looking moustache and said ho would liavo 
Kora Thangan’s skin peeled off Ins body. He would, if 
his name was Mangattu Mahanam Masilla Mani Tevar. 
77 did not waste his time over heroics. Ho sent his 
men in dilforont directions saying, “ Bring him to me 
before this evening, dead or alive. ” 

And they did bi-ing liim, mercifully alive. And 
with the stolen door. The Mirasdar did not actually 
flay him ; 77 would not allow that. But the battered 
and bruised Thangan whom 77 produced before the 
Sub-divisional Magistrate at Kedaram the next day, 
boro no recognisable resemblance to the taut-limbed 
1cotOjVQjvA\o played havoc with the cattle of the country- 
side. 

Kora Thangan engaged «a vakil and asked for bail. 
77 strongly opposed the motion and averred that, if 

Thangan were released on bail, there would be an end 

of the case. The vakil said the case was a piece of pure 
coniiootion, the result of enmity and talked learnedly of 
l)resiiraptions of innocence and other legal matters. 
The Magistrate granted bail. , “A recruit magistrate, 
was 77’s not altogether inaudible comment. 
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of Jioaring. said tiio IS |f ‘f “ f ‘^'o tn™- 

-Timngim and Jio was oiititw' in Kom 

.shown it belonged toZilZc^JC Hn’"*'' ‘ 
ftnd the Magiatmto waa im,we,Ld“’’ ““ 

Did 

Thangan added dcm- eultWdtiot ^ i n'l '7, 

handed over to him thov wnnld i ' should bo 

fix) tJio Ciuso wonid bo tniSd 

<imXy!'‘'Z pLuM ^lr wtir’grodt 

oompIain,int-Mitaadu..ko,,,. '“f «>» 

And wCnrS!;d.!:l“S,S;dr” r’“;'Dfor trial, 
ground. ''h^nin on tho same 


‘"rood „p, Miaaoda. 

been at it again. HehaHwnmi^i has 

after midnight. And tho o ^ nil with tlio door, soon 
he stutterech * * oJF to-morrow !” 

JitiirssK ‘5 "f .M - -rt 

for details and the SKrLdrT ^o asked 

rory footprints had been traced® ^ Thangan’a 
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“ Arroat him at once, xileasc, and look liirn up. 
And for hoavou’e aako, hco b.o does not. got bail agiun, ” 
implorod liho Mirnatlar. 

“ Tlmt, will uol, help you to got your cloer-oalf, ” 
said 77, witli an air of abatraction. Tiie Miraadar waa 
oliillod by 77 ’h lack of onthviftiasm. 

77 AvaH doing some intoiiso tliinkiug. “I don’t; 
think 1 will rotiord your inlbrmation. Lot ub go and 
hoar Avhat ^.I’hangau iuiH to Bay first, ” bo said. 

“ Oh, but ho la suro to have killed the creature by 
now, ” said tho MlraKdar. 

“And a <5 a 1 1 0 r 0 d the stuff to tlio winds,” 
corn] doted 77. 

Tlioy wore right. Tlio Mirasdar and 77 went to 
ICakapatti, whore Tliangan lived. At siglit of 77, 
Thangan got up and ambled towards Iiinp hia palms 
folded in half-hoarted greeting. “ Wliat have you done 
with tho door-calf, 'I^hangan ?” asked 77. 

Thangan glowered round him and said, coolly, 
“ Part of it is cooking insido tliero, ” pointing to the 
hut. “The rest is travelling down stream. 

“ Very avcII, Thangan. You have done it very 
cleverly tliis time,” said 77 and returned to the 
station. 

“ You must run him in now. Ho has confessed his 
guilt to you, ” said tho Mirasdar. 

“ The rolieo are dirt in the oyoa of the law, 
Mirasdar. A confession made to them is not evidence. 
Tliat;is tho law, ” explained 77 acidly. 

“ Make a case of it, somehow. We will see the case 
does not ij'suifer for lack of ovidenco, ” insisted the 
Mirasdar. 
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hciwo, mo to deal witn 


, This case siuiii'b he j’ 0 'viHfior('d 'Tiir, 

won t go to jail for this, » said 77 d^tiou 

“But 

“ There is uo ‘ but ’ to it. 
this, ’ said 77, linully. 

■ the z!.: r 

sin^ii^vith^iLr’* Juui 

77 went to (ihoeom-t tlio no.\t thy aiid Mwlrr.j r 

vigora,isly and tl.o Magistato was^urtt' HnocTto 

foi'tuigl,t later '- n;: ““ 'll.'™'' a 

ground,” said the MaSstraio 

severe a faco as ho could Hiuniuon 

* ■ * ^ 

of them. Thuuffaii wnn fi. a . oi'owd 

of a tamarind ti-eo, w.aitinff 

He was chewing bcTZnfom.! .. ?i "Tr 

they could nob touch a liaii- of iii^ oortain 

His lawyer stepped down from hiR oaao. 

day was over. ^ ohont olF before the 

on his nose S callod liie'^w^''^^ ^P^^otacles 

went into the box Stas Th '’’ro 

youngster, interi)03od with wlmt » fussy 

twinkle charged with mZnill t Ir ^ 

CDrpwfi dpZicii oomo ? ” ^ eye, 'Mias the 
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Tlio Magistrate himself translated it. “ Has the 
:e6r been brought ?” he asked 77. He was strangely 
ool in his manner. Bid he know ? 

i. Blithe did not know 77. “Yes, your honour.” 
was 77’s answer, rappod out like a musket shot. And, 

, calling one of his men, asked him to bring the deer into 
'coui-t and found fault with the Miraadar for not 
I'bringingitinwith him. He got busy with Ins ease- 
diary again. 

The Magistrate looked at the vakil and the vakd 
looked at Thangan who stood demurely in the dock. 
Meanwhile, in walked the Mirasdavs farm-servant, 
leading a well-grown deer which came caracoling, 
was as much as the man could do to keep the frisky 
animal under control. 

“That is not the deer,” shouted Thangan from 
the dock. “ That is not it, ” repeated his vakil after 
him and held a brief consultation with Ins client. 

77, 'interrupted in his study of the case-diary, 
looked up. Ho did not appear to have heard what was 
going on^and asked the court-clerk what the' matter 
was.^ The vakil, after another whispered consultation 
with Thangan, was telling the court that the deer now 

produced was not the one which had ^ 

L first hearing. Evidently they had substituted 

another animal in place of the first. 

» .Substituted ! Why ? Why on earth should we 
asked 77. His face wore a puzzled look. 

The vakil was explaining. “Your honour will 
remember that the animal wo saw the other day was . 
calf only so high. This is a fuU-grown deer. 

77 saw light. He even allowed himself the luxui’y 
of a respectM laugh. The puzzle was now solved. 
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‘The learned gentleman forgets that thrco months 
have elapsed since then. ” He good-liumourodlyr for- 
gave the valdl the imputation ho iiaci made. “I t’H 
bomfuh mistake on his part, ” lie said, in an audible 
aside to the court-clerJc. 

The vakil was upset. Ho turnod to Thaiman and 
asked, " You said you Jmd killed the door ? ” 


I still say it, sir. 77 knows it and 
anotlier deer, ” said Thangan. 


has brought 


“ And served you riglit, you hlackgunrd, 
the vakO, disgustedly. 


” observed 


“ There is souietfiiiig fiahy about ihis. 
the court, trying to look uiiooiKioriKal. ‘‘ 
out as the case proceeds. ” 


Nil', ” ho told 
Wo will liiid 


" Let UH ask the witiKw.sos about it, ” aaid the 
Magistrate sagely. ■ 


The Mirasdar was the hrst witno.ss and npolce to 
his case. Iho oross-oxainiuation was diroctod to 
the question of the identity of tlie stolon door. The 
vakil did his best but he was on unfamiliar ground in 
legard to door Ho had no idea about their ways, rate 
of growth, habitat. His questions were nothing more 
than assertions of substitution wlii(jh wore iudimiautly 
repiidmtod by the witness. They all wont into the 

Mcole, Mari, Komali Kuppan. 
Ihoy know the deer as well as they know thoi/ own 
wivoa. 77 put into the box ‘ a respectable rosidont of 
Mel-Poppab, who had sent the deer to tho Mirasdar 
Hewas learnedin the lore of the forest and oxXiod 
the points m the animal which had made him select it 
as a suitable present to the Mirasdar’s a daughtT 
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, , . Aiul of it. Tlio case ran ita 

Tluuv™!. produood a few vvituosaog in hi8 
courso. Thangan wag at Kaka- 

pSat the tini of tho taicgod ooourrenoe, explainod 
the vakil. 

1 H Uav ovoved \vaa au ctlwi ffom 

X k»X “77 OBa oxLited them and they duti- 
KakapaUi. M omirronce 

“^,..'..<1 — » 

Kakapatti only in tho ovonmg. 

done hvo, 

The Magisttato aakod 77 T^^d 

tliat the a wicked wink, 

^^UdB lutndtegpoctfuUy before hie mo^b ami smd, 

;ye"nj“qua;tel“;r\hesc blackguards.” And the 
Magistrate understood. 

\HT 77 vUrhi- 'i As they say in the Legislative 

s— iS" rr\,2s.rvi = 

deservedly so ? 

THE ORACLE OF THE NIM TREE 

Under a «r'-'^-ding«m tree, in 

of the wood, dar^™ 

of the Airjur forest, -with squat, 

ass ttSiSM-i.. 
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watoil over the countryside and ii« .wv • t 
responsibilities, indeed, were ercaf- In / 

-rf 

111 iroiit ot tlio shrine *1 fliv>a ; 
looking 

heieditfiiy priest of the Ainon ^ ?•' tlie 

chest were liberally hesnieHro,rwitiffi^‘^^ i;»'ehead and 
gleamed in the sunlight It\vu n ^ 

ss;*,;:si' 

stood Hotter r" 

son, Ponnan, .standing “'d 

i-VfVont of tto 

Then the divine JZTotZZ tn, "’f '' '‘i» '^™att. 
With a violent fit of sliakinfr nnr) i ' ‘ seized 

himself with an effort TImn . 
to approacli, he blew a Jmndfhl of f ^ Ayilandam 
<and shouted convulsively. Mother /vV'' f ^ ^“lierface 
With expectancy, asked. -^yilandam, quiveri 


•inu 


M^hat is the deity’s pleasure ? ” 


marriage'! Brtag’yonS.”*'"' ‘he 

ferai‘°SdT;iI»l;':"'' " deity pro- 

cnrlydmtd^’fenCbreaated Jon f ' dark-eyed, 

replied the poosm, still quivering all Cr. ““ 
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“ What [about the kinsman who is crossing our 
^ath ? ” she asked, doubtfully. 

“ Don’t mind him. The Lord will hoof him out.’* 


“\So !1 may go and fix it up, may I V' 

" You may. And don’t forget to give^ a fully- 
grown goat to the Ayyanar wlien the wedding is over,” 
tlie 2300, sari reminded the woman. 

“That f certainly will nob,” dutifully promised 
Ayilandam. ” I do x>romise, here and now, that I shall 
give him the best goat of the Hook.” 

Mother Ayilandam and her son wont home in high 
glee. At tlie hut waited Ayyavu, eager to know the 
Aiyanar’a will. 

“It’s all right,” said Ayilandam, as she' came in. 

Pappal is the deity’s choice. Let’s go ahead with it.” 

Ayyavu did not seem too pleased. His own pr©” 
ference was for Nalli, who was an only daugli^r and 
had a nice dowry. Like Tennyson’s Northern Parmer 
he thought that '‘a girl with money was as good to 
euddle an’ kiss as one who ’ad’nt nought. However, 
Ponnan thought differently. He was smitten with 
Pappal, who dimpled deliciously and clinked her glass 
bangles in such a way that it went to his head like the 
juice of the toddy-palm (which, between you and me, ho 
drank only very occasionally and that on the sly). 


The old man gave a moodily acquiescent nod. H© 
knew the odds were against him. In Ms secret heart, 
there was a numbing fear of cousin Kalimuthu, who 
could make himself disagreeable if he chose, and he did 
seem to choose. Ayilandam guessed his unspoken fear 
jand proceeded to reassure him. 

“ What can that blighter do 1 ” she asked. 
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Ho am blight,” said Ayyavii, ninipjy. 

cyea o^” :L-tc<l Ayi^i;X 

“ So yoii say.” 

"■”'■« 

sotting up against liis wiib or tiio Aiyaiiar'^"' 

left. Dolightort. Shi t.,™«i : 'ho A 

Imnsell on the look out for eimK m, r 

prcoeecl while tho wind wai Sn.aTK'""‘’'‘ *“ 

to hil SM° ''™ ™*:y sootl," 1,0 tionfessod 

l>onnZ'‘° assonted 

Thooldnian'sjdoubts returned, "But, Kalinmtim”- 

Oil, ICulimuthu be haiiacd I ’> ?>..,^i • t. 

superiorly, ^ bioko ui Ponuan, 

is l'“ddn-gloTO Tth " He 

good sign,” ^ «iwl that la nob a 

after‘lluSe^”rr®“'^'^ us 

‘‘I hope he will not;-, said Ayyayu, mu.sing. 

Ponnaii was an only ann r i 
.parents in the family hoi,stoad. TtJZ 
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©f arable land, a iiatcb of garden, a few fruifc-beariug 
tamarind trees and a but thatched over with palmyra 
leaves. The family holding would ordinarily have 
(sufficed for their needs but Ayyavii was in debt. He 
owed llaiigan Soiwai, the local moneylender, a hundred 
and fifty rupees ; it had been outstanding for over ten 
years, the interest alone — sixteen per-cent — having been 
paid regularly. Ayyavu could not sleep for thinlcing of 
it* He had saved up a little bit but ^ that was needed 
for !l'onnan’s wedding. It was time that the lad 
was wed., lie was twenty-four and they could do with an 
extra hand at the farm. .It was about this time that 
eousin Kalimuthu turned up. A tliorouglily bad hat. 
He boro a grudge against Ponnan, who regularly beat 
him in the village rekla races and in playing with the 
sword-stiok, wliich Kalimutliu could scarcely liold in 
his hand. On the strongtli of a two-year stay at Magwe, 
in Northern Burma, as an odd jobs man in a Chettiar 
firm, he fancied himself a cut above the rest of the 
village. When he returned liomo ho looked out for a 
wife and fixed on Nalli, a buxom lass, more than whose 
buxomness, her rather tidy dowry influenced his deci- 
sion. But wlion ho lieard the name of Pappal couple 
with that of Ponnan in village gossip, ho switched over, 
partly to spite :Ponnan and partly because he felt t^t 
\vhat Ponnan sought must bo worth the seeking. He 
was, however, reckoning without the host. Pappal 
made no soorot of her preferenoo for Ponnan who, 
though not tlie heftier, was certainly the nicor-looking 
<of the two. Kalimuthu had a cross eye which became 
grosser under the influence of excitement, and particu- 
larly whenever ho happened to scowl, which was pietty 
oftrai, and on tliose occasions Pappal could scai’ce, 
repress her fast-coming giggles. 

Kalimuthu sent a formal offer of marria,go through 
Ms maternal imola. Kalimuthu, it jmust be remem- 
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bered, had made a bit of money and, T am eorrv fn, 
say, for one disloyal moment, Pappal’s imreiils wer^ 

would', t, of it and 
slio had been so accustomed to liaviug he wav tl. ,t X 
l ohtelj- declined Jiis offer. 'J'|,is was a si i v f ' 
IJ'O face for Kalimuthu. who sua, o I , w , " ® och'', 

proposal to wed her to Pounan. 

_ He spoke to hi.s imeje, wlio ti iod to diKsiiadc lih,, 
ho™"^"™™"’ "■’I’''”"'' “ ‘>n 1* 

tuy aide ■■ >>''"’8' l>im over to 

BsSSSiBSm 

«■ 

Servai’s liouso. a'Jio moimvlcmW ! liangan 

«P hia accounts andwi^ri 1 , 7 ? " a '^''"*“8 
tobacco. quid of 

want'yo.?'in‘in,?VZ‘ dt^f ft ''“"‘a “ ‘ 

‘wossing my path.” Im^old Rang.ui’sorv.i'r'''"’ 

aem^dinrm^^fnW'S 

a pice.” ** ^ “y good. Ho has’ut 

You can “7 Wm the™ mW 
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“ I may get a decree in that: case, but that won’t 
help me to ace tlio colour of my money,” countered 
Rangan Servai. 

“ But you can have his property sold through 
court,” said Kalimuthu. 

Rangan Scrvai hogged to be excused. Ho did not 
fancy himself in tlio role of a home-\yreckor. Kali- 
mutliu Avas very annoyed. “ If you are so squeamis has 
all that, transfer tho note to me and I shall take pro- 
ceedings,” ho said. 

Rangan Sorvai did some quick thinking. “ Your 
terms 'r* ho asked. 

“ How much is duo to you ?” 

“ A hundred and fifty rupees. Ayyavu has paid 
nil tho interest,” replied Rangan 8ervai. 

“What will you remit if I pay you in oa.sh1” 
asked Kalimuthu. 

“No remission, please. Pay a hundred and fifty 
and take tho note.” 

They haggled for a hit and finally Rangan Servai 
took off twenty-fivo rupees and endorsed Ayyavu’s 
note of hand in favour of Kalimuthu, without rtcourse, 
as lawyers say. Rangan Sorvai Avas an old hand and 
know his law ; he Avas’nt going to let Kalimuthu get 
any hold over him. Kalimuthu Avent home, brought 
a hundred and twenty-live impees and paid it to Rangan 
Servai, there and then. Rangan Servai smiled a Avicked 
smile as he took tho money. 

Kalimuthu lost no time in sending a etiffly-Avorded 
demand to Ayyavu, calling upon him to pay his dues 
ill two days, on pain of being sued in court. 

That was a regular bolt from the blue. It dropped 
upon them right in the middle of a family council on 
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the wedding arrangements. They were stunned. E™, 
Ayilandam. ever rich in resource was completely bowled 
ovei. ThecOTijn of ragt in the mud-pot lay uneatBi 
and that son of figured oliintz wliioh Poifnan h J 
brought on approval ’ would not be needed. No wedd nr 
Jlow, it was more likely to be a funeral. ^ 

of peace, suggested tliev Imrl 
better give m. Por one pathotic instant, AyilMidam 
eemecl mchned the same way, but the sight 0/ Ponuan 
sitting at the doorway, a picture of silent 

srvi sxs-i 5: .""ii"; 

-holJrtoryrndTbSml i* .'''’“''I **>e 

his heart went out to^thn n<» 1°^ . himself, 

theAiyanar was right. uSer^thn assured thorn 

duetoKalimuthu Hewm,w nothing was 

sense. They could so hnm^ ? ^ 

f 0 Kalimuthu th^*A^av”u bad^ n 

and forty rupees by way of ^ f a - 1 two hundred 

on y about seventy five couM Jn f 

balance, therefore had to be interest; the 

ftdjuated to towards the 
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principal sum clue and calculated in that wayj the entire 
debt stood discharged. And if Kalimuthu persisted in 
going to court, he would have to pay his client’s 
expenses. 

When. Kalimuthu got this reply he laughed till it 
looked as if his sides would split. A false defence, he 
could understand, hut this was an absolutely imbecile 
one. Ho put on a banian and went straight to his 
lawyer ancl asked him to file an action on the promis- 
sory note. 

The lawyer took down a sheet of note - paper and 
made a few calculations. He then handed the note 
to Kalimuthu and said he had no case. 

" But, why, I have paid hard cash ? A hundred and 
twenty-five rupees in new currency notes, ” said Kali- 
.mutlm, wondering. 

"The more the pity,” said the lawyer. “You 
cannot get larger rights than Rangan Servai. His debt 
has been discharged.” 

Ho explained it all to the mystified Kalimuthu. 
The Govornmont had recently passed a law to relieve 
peasants who were in debt. They had fixed a scale of 
interest and six per cent was the maximum interest 
allowed. Anything paid in excess was credited towards 
the principal sum. Ayyavu had paid two hundred 
and forty rupees by way of interest, at sixteen per ednt. 
He need have paid only seventy-five rupees, so much 
so, the excess, a hundred and sixty-five, more than 
covered the principal sum due from him. Nothing 
more remained to be paid. 

Kalimuthu stood in speechless amaze. When he 
•came to, ho asked. 

“What is this new law which you speak of ? ” 
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“The i^griculturiata" Relief Act, and it came inl-n 
force a fortnight ago.” 


MOTIVES AND MEN 

T'hERE are some people in this world wlio will never 
give a man credit for good intentions. Ko Hla Tin 
was one such. Never was, tv good deed done but he 
loolS^? behind it. Ho was always 

coi-uera surface and peering round iiho 

Kvj,. ^ He burrowod nndor mid 

brought up mud and dirt. Ho was of the rabto 

MauM -“‘ t “/ obaraotor ho sliowed when 

vilS of littlo soasido 

wliv^n j^^obaiing. Now, there aro many reasons 
why a good Buddhist should build a pya*. It may be 

takine in some important under- 

however, applied to tlio 
if ifn ! ® ^ wasn’t thinking of his .sins even 

of life means tired 

Ilia father Ko TTln m’ ^ ^^ogarding as a mandate from 
latner, Ko Hla Tin received with frank cliabolief. 



MOTlVKS AND MEN 


n 


“ I tell you wliat Ilia game is, ho wants to marry 
+1,0+ white eirl now that tlie old man is gone. He 
fmowB tlio village will not approve. So he wants to biiy 
VOU all up. And he Imows that the surest way to do 
n to huihl a pyar To tho credit oOtyohaung, rt 
must be said that nobody agreed with him. 

San Lin was tlio only son of Mon Gliino and had 
1 oAn V«rv thorou'Thly .Hooiled for anything m hfo. Mon 
ScTo me of V-Hy land in the Tennaso™ 

Son and carried on a riei. export trade m rnce, I e 
WM a aiirowd hargainer in most tilings hut for once 
iiorookonod witiiout his iiost 
Bent him Ins son to iSnglandto study lor ''he ® 

Lin know ids London, but tiio London wind ho know 
iSnot iio in tiio direction of tiio Inns of Court. 
pursowas iong, tluudis to a father wiio denied him 
nothing, and his roiiali for the goodt iiiigs jf ® 

and ardent. No wonder, then, that iie g»vo himsdf up 
to a life of ploasuro and did what ho iiked witli iimseif, 
to tlme anC moiioy. The long and short o . was 
tliat tho took up with Norma Dare, ® 

daughter, and inevitably oamo to tho 
llL, without her, was not worth living 
to marrv her and wrote homo for the parental blessing, 

but all that ho got in reply was a 

to return homo. He was too^ good a son to c soboy 
and he left for Burma, promising Miss 
would send for her after gf^ing iW us ^ 
Arrived home, he found that subject 

to WsCnto "trike. What followed was wto 

SL'in the war “ tlm way 

the nearest a good Bnrman youth gets to in way 
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tiarao to prevail. ^ n-rincd neutrality 

~u i«„s..„ i„ ir "i ” :;7, ”"■* * 

soon came to mm hn^^r^^n... , . J ~ ® «w'ate]i. It 

to Peiinng i„ eom’iootioii wairhir"S|,I'''|,'"“ go 
sailed away one evening i„ (J „ J L’ «» 

as ever did a cjoastnl ^ vf ’ i’otl;on ii briv 

■Moon a heat; * '.‘'f 

intensity as t]io nioroasccl in 

<*‘‘ml>of.S’a.n Z £d 1>» wood: 

anxiouafer Jm laldiois l iin ^ was 

wlion lie woke np at dead of ' , Mistiu-bed and 

‘loop. At the monicnt lie ivas m," i'™ 
mosaage borne on the wind I, i j„„ 

"orning, after a night of .dm i ‘‘>0 

and learned that atl.ip had Cl wakoi’ulnoss, 

long and I J S::f ’ 

canio backtoIn-maJn.ncLlM^’*^^ 
recollection, lie saw that Lis flthn.-’ ^ 
be should build a oTtl^^ l^bat 

tion of inarinere. .San Tin I'bo protoe- 

^izaya-tlio most loariiccUnonk ^‘O good pongiji 

■ ‘vho advised him to sot ^ *Tf to Ye- 

your fatWs spLfZ 
tin the grip of tlio wavas and his ll 
^about in agoiiy. Build a '« o<rsed soul is tossed 

^ay reside there and blef7vn»‘' 
ban Lin, touched in his tondnr over you.” 

task forthwith and built a about tlio 

that jutted right out into ^ho «« promontory 

ngi Chemng, whioli provided i*" *'' 

^--ka,a„dhepSS’c“r:;;!:^^ 
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+0 take up bis rosidotuic there. In the fya he installed 
four 33ud(ihas, pictures, in stone, of iicace and contom- 
nlativo serenity, of wliieh three faced the sea m three 
Lections, while the fourtli looked towards the land,. 
Its spiritual elficacy is accounted great and the hsher- 
folk will tell you that, when high seas are on and the 
hoach is Hooded, no water ever gets into the pagoda. 
It is a haven of rest and peace, and a lovelier shrine 
does not exist on tliat breaker-beaten coast. 

■When the work was completed, San Lin wrote to 
Nonna Bare, asking her to come and marry him. He 
liad already told her of hia father’s death and tiio pious 
work in which lie luul hcon engaged. But wiieii he got 
her reply, ho folt as if lio luul licon iiib. It ran : 

“ X am afraid 1 have misunderstood my feelings. 1 
like you immonsoly and have been very happy m your 
friendship. But 1 have looked into my mmd carefully 
and I find X cannot love you. X think, dear ban Lm, I. 
will bo out of place among your pagodas 
Your father was much tlie wiser man. lake my advice 
and marry Ma Thot. You might do worse. X am 
roturning your rmg-” 

San Lin went and consnlted the pongyi. Wi^ya- 
i-fft said ho would renounce tli© world and entei the 
Bnt the monk told- him, “ No, my son. 
Yoif'are yet of this world. This chaung you “^y 
when you ha¥e overcome desire. You are not tiled of 

life, you are only vexed. will 

UPo^ Tho’s daughter to wife. Your fathers nat will 

bless you.” i 

dnmntimo lator, he heard that Miss Dare had. 

mar “ousin, a lanky, 

hered havine: seen on the premises at East JJulwicn. 
The full moon of Tahaung came round and ban Lnis 
held a pwe which Ma Thet attended.-In her pink tomei« 
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and crown of swathed hair she was most dainty a 
chic and very desirable in San Lin’s eyes. San ] 
married her shortly afterwards and there are gc 
grounds for tliinking that he realised how near he h 
been to missing a good thing. 

" Yon are out this time, Ko Hla Tin,’* said t 
village. “ San Lin has disproved your theory,” 

No fear, said ICo Hla Tin, very superiorly, 
would have nmiTied the white girl if she would’ ha 
let him. His plans have miscarried. It is Mon Ghim 
udt, which now inhabits the jfj^a, which has gone ai 
changed Jier mind. “If he Jiad known”, he said, in do 
berate tones, “ifhelmd known, San Lin would nev 
have built the pya.” 

You cannot blame ICo Hla Tin. He was as Gc 
made him and God had made him that way. 


Glossary 

Pya — A Buddhist pagoda. 

Pongyi— A Buddhist priest. 

Pongyi chaung— A Buddhist monastery. 

Nat — A spirit, a spiritual being. 

generally a theatrical 

Peringhi — Foreigner. 

Tabaung— A month in the Burmese calendar. 

^ Xamein— A skirt. 



A DKBT DISCHARGED 

I'Dooritly tokl by one * amply endowed with 
the literary graeea of the narrow sliave which Rao 
Bahadur SurynpnUca.saPautiiln had over the affair of 
Jibbu, the aboriginal Quill. You have Ixjen assured 
that lie will bo D. I. (-i. and a Dewaii Baluadur, I have 
no doubt ]io will be these and a groat deal more besides. 
I kno\v' enougli to assert that he is bent on being a 
C. T. E. and Oommisaionor of Police, Madras City. I am 
not sure lie is not hoping, in hia most secret heart, to 
he made a knight. Snryaprakasa is not by any means 
the aort of xjora Dll who wears hia heart on his sleeve, 
but I can vonturo a near guess that, in odd moments, ‘ 
as for iiiatanco, when a Governor has concluded his 
visit and given him a warm handshake and a x^leasant 
word or after a friondly letter from the I. G. or the 
Member in charge, his fancy turns to thoughts of knight- 
hood. Suryain’akasa knows that Metropoliton Police 
Commissioners get knighted once in a way. And if Eor- 
tuno should continue to smile on him, a Royal visit 
migh t synchronise with his charge of the city and the 
tiling miglit bo done. 

You have been told that Snryaprakasa is a Rao 
Bahadur ; but I lay you ten to one that you don’t 
know how exactly he came by it. You may know in a 
general sort of way that it was for his smart work in 
running down tlio Gondaprolu Gollaru. More, you are 
not lilcoly to know. TJiree persons alone were aware of 
the exact jiart jilayed by Suryapralcasa in. that deal 
and these were Sub-Inspector Sosliachellam, Surya- 
prakasa and myself. Seshaohellam has since died and 
can tell no tales. Snryaprakasa, th ough living, is sure 

* Mr. Hilton Brown {H. B. of Punbh.) 
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to;fo]Io\v 1 ;Jio oxami)!!! nC i,!io - s 

.1 nlono mnaia u, ^ ‘ 1 '" *'?«■ 

.1 liavo lieon ojuTyinif the HJM'M.i- I I and 

i imd Iiottor got it ^ ^"*"1 long tlmt 1 

iiocoinool itoithor, neoin.r ,\ i.sJikeiyj 

tlio papors wljioli ip.y'^ 11 ' , 1 *'”. " '''Inig to ; 

1.0 beemo botbre i 

bo rot, !•,.,■ .,,1 wim\ 
ilio Julakdto oirolo (iC (||« {‘lii(n,,r *? I'osltui to | 

**' cry Iron, Iuh ^ ‘'""V"''- * '■ | 

lo bo kept at, JJonnnari, but t],,, V /' V!'^ ' 

So In (Jbitraguuta iuM.,., n ‘ J‘oiir of 

Derek ilarilloHs.tlio 1 > H ]> biiiiHoH'to 

had boon tlio nl„I of tbo ’Hc'-viil"",' * 

tuniocl Hour, poovinl, an, I a]C^u^' v ^ 

bad boon pasHod over for , ,?» ' • He 

ii;pma]m)8tpainrulau,| ,n,n r v^ ^'hhiycd 

bfo an intolomblo burden to \;iu '''binii made 

woman’H niinistratiouH would h„, ' 'viioii a 

oomfort, Ilia wile loft iiiiu H/- w briuiglit Iiim Home ■ 
i-un away with Kouao.t]uM)lm^ hIio imd 

for lb.) Ho Itad bho curuodoM, , ' ^ ^ oannot vouch 

stnwicoaudifthorowa.sGv(u-t Hy 

|d,ed mooting him, I do not knm' 

H^oamo a decided huHantliropo an ,1 "'"i 
his buBinoss with Iiia subordlm , ^^’^anod bo braimact 

a;g.yiewhi„,.„,,do tSr 'ST 

biting quality, they seeniod to iV. ’ ^ ^ 

When Suryaprakasa proaonted I> : 

and said Jiehad cometo pay his mmf bungalow ; 

Hardless replied, ^ ^^^poots to tho D. S. P, ' 
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ke them as paid. Anything else 

’aprakasa was taken aback by this brusquerie. 
;]io sort of person who liked to establish a good 
tiding with the D. >S. P. the very first time 
. He answered, “ Nothing, Sir. I wanted to 
it Boiniiiari. The I. G. was particular that 
come here. ” 

vas not pining for yon. Tell the I. G. lie may 
hack if he like-!. 

bin not complaining, sir. I will gladly stay, 
d up a gang of Capemaries at GundJa before 
Q leave. HarcUess was frankly scornful. 

.pemadcs be hanged!” he shouted. “ If you 
D any ivork, go and try your liand on the 


raprakaaa thought the D. S. P. was coming 
,d tried to follow up the advantage. 

dll do my beat, Sir, I assure you,” said Snrya- 
Hardleas glared for a moment. Then, turning 
his ohair, he screamed- 

m’t brag, Sir. Go and do it if you can. Go.” 

i man, Suryaprakasa thought, was a brute. Jn 
eventeen years’ service he had never come 
D. 8. P. like this. He i>odc©ted the insult,, 
md loft. 

Gondaprolu Gollaru inhabited the slopes of 
imalais in the north-west corner of the district. 

L apparently quite decent lives, living in houses 
own and cultivating large patches of land, for 
bey paid kist regularly. They hadn’t been 
d yet, but if ever there was a criminal tribe, 
•e one. They were really an offshoot of the' 
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Donga .Diumvioa, though thoy nuikod abovo tlmni in tlm'- 
pooiaj scaJo sukI olainKal to bo doHcoTidial jVoni Mol« ^ 
tho inytldonl ancestor of tlio lainibadis. 'Dwy horo , i 
most evil They were ex|,,.,i. e„,l,|,h,-|ifto *1 

luid Imneo - (hieoite ami wont i„ em.mionally lev „ ^ 
little murder, loot was tlioir niniii ohjeei end if! 
Immim live.s atood ill the way, they t,a,h then, withou ' 
scrujilo In j-ani their .ihjeet. Withal., tiny Imd i|,„ 
nimnine nnhe devil ami eluded the law a« m, erimi,,,, 
trdjo „«1 yet dene. They Imd ai, eaten,, ive a„„„eeti„, 
witli the vdla.).e hoadmeii, ailver ai.d eupnor and ,m|,| 
amd:hanl theneinhh,)ui.hood. lictween IVmi' and IViond- : 

hnosa, nnlmdy wuiild t,dve evideiiee apaiiiHt I hem an 

not oven Ulieiiga lledili, tiu, Talnli H.mrd l-renideiit’ 
who ownod land thereahuntH and was aupp.medlv a 
nian ol gieat inmumoe They had reenutiv held ,, 
Hia Majost.v a inaila ami looted t),o Dintriel. Ma.friatrate'ii, 
'.’'th'gi’gO' I.lioj'o waa a lomi outer, y, tlie I). ]\I 
furious and thoro wore (iuohI Iohh in 
Council. 


lie 

lie 


was 
-egiHlaUvo 


When Kuryap.rnliafla took over al. dalakolo lh» 
raail-daemtyeaHo had ‘lir.ded out/ and ll,n .'e'laatit 
had died down. Ihore was not a Berni, of evidence 
and the .Sessione .Tmlgu Imd llirown ,)ul. the ewe with i! 

pmigont rcnmrk againat the Huh-lnKpeei,,,,. who „ 
mvo8t.g,Uodit.^ (The poor man had done hie n|.„„l„( e 
best but tho witno.sse,s hud turned lioatile. I le imnnptly 

wont away on long leave and nightly drea.rnt d' I r h 

less pursumg him over tho Nagamalais in tin, yo,‘y 
sha.pe el the dcyil.) Suryaprakima iiiiulo a reiiort im 
the case, whioh Hoi-dless rotiirncd without I word 
When, a fortinglit later, lio nont in a loivish ronort 
thf'Sn “ l«...oedii,gs he .staiTe,] a^'iim,- 

loiigwmdcd rigmaroles but conoontruto on the^ business 
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ncl. He asked him to set about colleotiug the 
i evidonoe and gave him six weeks to do it in. 
prakaaa swore by all his family gods that he 
not rest till lie had done it. This D. S. P. was 
tifeat fence he had come up with till then and lie 
ot going to funk it. It was a point of honour 
dm to bring this nasty — tempered Eno-lishmaii 
h 

uryaprakaaa took down the old files of his olrolo 
nnmaged among them for material. He was just 
ling to got the hang of it when his wife was taken 
abour pains and presented him with his first boy 
son and heir for whom he had been longing all 
e. But the child’s horoscope showed tliat he waa 
ed with a malefio Moon, unfavourably situated in 
fourth House. Nothing could bo worse for the 
)r. And, to ootifirm his worst fears, the good lady 
.t a cold and developed a fever. Incantations, 
prayers offered personally and by proxy became 
le concern and ho could not do a stroke of work 
tending on her. It was a very anxious time for 
Nearly a month elapsed before she was out of 
ir. The work of his circle was all in arrears and 
latter of the Gollani had not advanced an inch. 

) were only two weeks left and it seemed more 
likely that Suryaprakasa would como under the 
\’s envenomed lash. 

[t was then that one day Suryaprakasa, in the 
e of a conversation at the Club, opened his heart 
3, Contrary to his habit, he grew confidential. (It 
b bo that he felt drawn to me as being the only 
,mong the dozen or so of us young men who met of 
vening to play badminton or bridge to show him 
deference). He spoke to me of his rash promise 
10 District Superintendent of Police and how ho 
»ixly a fortnight in which to collect and correlate th© 
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evidence against the GoUaru. Unless lie managed to sond^ 
in a detailed report whereon aceiirity t)i'0(!occiing's could 
he started his reputation would l)e ttleaii gone. It was 
then that I gave him an idea. I told liiin tiiat iSesha- 
chalani waa the man ho should moot-. Wo had 
been at college together and, move hy accmlcnt tluin of 
set purpose, he had found his way into tiio police. People 
said that ho was meant for hotter tilings tluaii to rbt in 
a poky police station, but tlicrc ho was and seemed 
IMy to continue all his life. Ho was a queer, fanciful 
sort of follow and used to ainuso Jiinisoif looking up the 
Gollaru during the intervals of lii.s \w>rk, wliieir Jay iu 
the pi'oseouting line. He gave tliein ([uiie a. lot of 
attention and made a special study of tJieir ways, and 
their origins and liad analysed 'tlieir rocmit crinvinal 
activities with a professional eye. Mia idea veas to take 
them in hand, reclaim them and turn tiioni into honest 
ways of living. One old*timo Doiiuty Suporintendent 
whom ho had tried to interest iu tiio nnittoL' gavo him 
no encouragement. But Scshaclnilam contiuuod col- 
lecting his data, against tlio day when a IVieiidly District 
Superintendent of Police might looli on his views with, 
favour. Poor man, he developed a malignant kind of 
dyspepsia and went on leave, oxtoncling it every ihi-oe 
months. He was in liia village thirty miles away,' across 
the border. Suryaprakasa pricked up Lis ears and said 
ho would go and meet him. Ho asked me for a letter 
of introduction and I gladly gave liim one. 

When next I mot Suryaprakasa, he had been to 
Chavadi and returned. He was profuao in liis acknow- 
ledgments to m© and to Seshaclialam wiio, he said, was 
an extraordinarily clever fellow, only not very practical 
He said he would get him a big reward whan all the 
GoUaru had been put away in jail. Meanwhile, ho was 
very particular .that I should keep the whole tliine 
coi^dential. Ho said, ° 
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“ This is such a dirty department, you know, 
-aloiis feliowa, all around. In a case like this, one 
jould not take any risks. Your friend Seahachalam 
111 appreciate.” 

I readily agreed. You know that Suryaprakasa 
i a “ hue upstanding man with a fine upstanding 
'oice.” Ho was so palpably a man of action, so shrewd 
aid discorning, that you felt he must b© right. 


Ho showed mo Seshachalam’s notebook written 
n his clerkly hand. It was a monument of industry. 

the doings of tke Gondaprolu GoUaj_ 
hu’inc^ a period of two years ending with the ina l 

laMitV. The Gollaru had been treated under various 

tmdB The first related to their customs and ethnic 
affinitloH. Next, there was a census of the active and 
able-bodied members among them and their crimina 
Then followed statistics ol crime ni_ which 

sixty-four had been brought imder 

to the policeman. The .Jg incidence, 

showing tho movement atatement of the evidence 

At the end, there was a taef and a list of 

whereby all the f 

ahnndrod and with the utmost lucidity 

the whole thing was s«i* 1 ®h"WiiOle’«K 

^and oloarnoss. One felt one ^ 
■to jail on the strength of jt. . . r ^ ' */< 

' - I 
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Snrj'/iprakasa then got to work on his report 
During the ensuing fortnight, ho did not come to the^ 
Club. He made consequential visits to various places in 
the neighbourlioocl and created the impression that lie 
was hard at work. I ran into liim once or twice on my 
way to Court and he would nod cheerfully and call out 
that he was frightfully busy. 


Orders arrived in due course, sanctioiiiniv security 
action being taken against the Gollani. A special staff 
was given to Surynprakasa to help him to get the 
witnesses togetJier, to hearten them up and generally 
run the proceedings without a hiteii. Tho ' District 
Magistrate decided ho would not give tho vakils a 
chance— who for all that one may say, do luimpor the 
course of justice.) He wa.s not going to grant adjourn- 
inonts, which meant tampering witii wituossos or dis- 
covering reported cases, which seemed designed to koen 
prosecutions out of their own. He camped at tho 
Nagaiualais from time to time, went on with the 
enquiry almost continuously and finally passed orders 
binding nearly two score of Gollani to' keep the peace 
lor two years. They could not offer the required 
sui'etics and they all went to jail. 

Suryaprakasa was in liigh feather. The Inspootor- 
General of Police sent him a warm letter of congratu- 
lation. More formal, but nonetheless warm was Hard- 
ess official communication that “the District Superin- 
tendent of Police congratulates tho Inspector on his 
exceUent work in running down tho Gondaprolu Gollaru.’^ 

wtUw r Hardless brought to 

leel I Shortly afterwards, there appeared a Government 

We rr ^ thousand rupees, 

I reminded Siu-yaprakaaa of his kind promise about 

teto^'^HGV tbe end of his 

tJier. His health was gmng way and lie could not 
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Iceep his wasted body and soul together on a Sub- 
Inspector’s leave allowances. A substantial money 
reward would have given the poor fellow a chance. Sur- 
yaprakasa spoke in cautious accents. He said he would 
see about it in good time. “ The D. S. P. is a queer 
.sort of man, you know” he said, puckering his eyebrows. 
It sent a chill to my heart, to hear him talk like 
tJiat. 

Tlie Birthday Honours were announced, and there 
was a Rao Bahadur for Suryaprakasa. Meanwiiile, on 
the recommendation of the Inspector-General of Police 
he had been promoted Deputy Superintendent and, 
at his own request, retained at -Chitraguiita. A darbar 
was held and the District Magistrate made a great 
speech sketching the career of Suryaprakasa ever since 
lie was born. He spoke of the pial school where he liad 
studied, the fifteen-rupee clerksliip witli which he had 
begun his long and useful career in the public service, 
and even mentioned his smart arre.st of Jibbu. He had 
“ capped liis distinguished career by his splendid work 
in connection with the roimding up of tlie Gondaprolu 
GoHaru. By his own unaided efforts, he had succeeded 
in collecting convincing evidence of their nefarious 
doings which, it seemed at one time, could not bo 
checked. He had carried his researches into their 
customs and ethnic origins, and his report on the Gollaru 
was a remarkable document wiiioli could usefully form 
a chapter in any book on the castes and tribes of 
India.” 

Seshachalam, who was making a fight for his life 
joined at Jalakole for a few days before going away on 
leave again. I could see he had not long to live. One- 
day he brought me a copy of )Suryaprakasa’s report on 
the Gollaru. I read it and it all seemed familiar. 
Where had I read it before ? Then it flashed on me, it 
was Seshaohalam’s note-book presented in typescript,. 
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without 5 

remaricable clocmont, done iu f > 

I gave him a good m m rSa" mi I “i ' 

mthont anybody bth^tirlwir' h;? ‘‘ ‘ 

aslmd SoahaoludmntomakoT %i.t (b R ’I'o'', ^ ^ 

up- But, no, RoHhaelmlam-a l.^ w m woai; ""i 
spirit wasn’t wiilinff. “ n ?« 

I cannot oven inalto nivsrvlf Iia. 'y?'* ^W*'i^ist his, 
resignoclly, "Mon who would 

and^a.o'J.ted Som n^;* ' 

po^aeas. Let him i^et Tho ! -idt Ar'air / ‘’™’‘ 
<lying man. Probablv”— fido • ^ 

away like oiio snoalciim in * i trailed 

indebted I was 

ordained that 1 should pay hb„ "n tld^vay* ' 

y/JC to^ToulW '™“ ™P“'la>cI in 

this clay. To ino it hold n »5 proaorvotl it to 

sowed, Suryapi’iikasa roanorl i ^ Sosliaulialaiii 
in fiolddiarveftwrhnn^^^ ^’'H> 1 h>ms 

iaarvest but got the credit for'ih'; TZm^ 

wife a thatched 

debts. HifioreditZaLfLli^^^^ nf 

and divided it rateablv hundred 

ohalam still owes thej/nvo i ® themselves. Sosha- : 
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Anyway, if lit tlio next diBsolution of the world, 
when tho vdl Hliould bo lifted, Heshaoha am, 
and Sui yaprakiiHa aliould meet m anotlioi “ 
should not like to bo Hiu'yai>i-akasa. i 
rather be Ganga 15aau. the ww-ard-loador. oi .libbu, tho 

Quill. 


ASTROLOGER 

''l-lEN Mahadova Kastri of Mailam lost liis third 
wild, there was imieli apnoulatien as 
going to 1)0 his fonrlb. Alamelu Animal had bpen 
ailing for Hoino eonBidorahlo time, but her ond hat 
t o omewkat suddenly. And the ashes of her 
■rZatod body had not had time to cool boloro tho 
good tiooplo of Mailam began to canvass iJio question 
of hoi' probable snocosaor. That 

take a fourth wife was taken for granted and the only 
dtagre"ls abonl, the interval *1-* w- « ^Ht 
hfy\-ova ho made his fourth vonturo in matinnoiiy. As it 
wiiH still oarly in tho month of Ani, the majority were 

SOOT afte.' thirteenth-day ceremony was over. But a 
few di«8ontio.its took the more ^ 

M-ihaclova Rastri could not. well marry before he ima 
ids ehoieoof a partner, 

liiissss 

mont. 

ss. ri. s, iff f- — « “ 
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■making any fnss about it. Anyone ^viio oared oo J 
enter tlie big dining-hall at dimior-timo and settins i 
Jeai before him, be sure of a hearty meal. ° 1 

! 

there was one fly in tlio ointment. Maliadeva 
bastn s he£u;t s desire was to liavo a son, but it had not' 
pleased God to grant liim one. :i5vor sinoe hi.s first 
marriage, Mahadeva had longed for a son witir*^ 
vaguely insistent longing, wliioli grewwitii i;hG years in' 
intensity. If you had asked liim, Jio would not have' 

ovormn, storing desire.^ 
But G ore It was and ho got hi.s solaeo from his firm' 
behd that ho was destined toiuivoason, though ouri-i 
oiisly enough destiny wa.s hokliiig off taiitalisingty, Por^ 

fOTetold^tbl^ iitideoiit.i 
loietold the butli of a son and liad not the son arrived 

t at® nfairL^°^''r '"''I aooonling to 

a vn « ^ ^ ® astrologer, the son would have boon born 

the very 

broS at nnf “if*ofie eonjunetion of planets 

r* * “‘Other s death and, with it, clashed 
01 1 the hfo from the unborn bubo. The same Gam-. 

in i ■« r? f ' would yot fondle a son and heir. And 
m his clay-dreams, Mahadeva Sa.stri visualised a fat 
b^wii, iiakert baby-boy. decked with bangles of gobi 

InclS™ '™ Sadayan, for all to see 

Z flw w Mahadeva Sastri was twenty-eight when 
his first wife died and he was muoh distraSuht b,i 

tilt weltgrowlfd”^ u" ‘’T'"®’ '*® K^akslw. 

w ithTe of “■ Poiopous official, bursting 

t aU^ ?"* notoriously lacking in the where! 

was ttomfr of Jnnrried. She 

deWs wives ouo among Malia- 

'Two girls had °°°nsional dressing-do-wn. 

J-wo gills had been bom to her, both of whom were 
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liourhootl, io d KainakR^^i 

...ntodonooUUcm,^ than 

* ti:;f — ol 

n’ Htop-chui^a T^allathangal. ^ ® Ji.wj up into a 

.xprosscd }onyng.,l^^ and fasted ^ays wh^inthe 

Vloiadcs i''='S ^ But she grow Xch she ulti- 

“25?”' ""■ '" 

inatcly Huccuinneu. 

the third time. ^ would 

Whether Mahadoya Sa^'i’;/^^^^^^ 

r" frt -«n°^ “y; ^r^at he 

nioh haci taken such a I'-’W^^esBiou to hia 
Bon and n t^gPad secured th® of his own 

,ould tie post-mortem Mahadevt 

vast estate, a of a son of Ins 7®^^ , (though on' 

r;»S i v-v.” : ssa 
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‘HO 



imssion lor tiio noirricd «la|', , ' 

ImviiiK iiui-Muod (.1,0 ,„,i(,|,<„. Aiuli 

It hiid mndo I,p i|,„ ,i,, : 7 '' " 

going (.0 1,0 ,S.d,).„„„„„|, (dio Pitl; ''f «“'* 

<laugh(,orf,. Voiig,, Aiyar iv,i.s (I,,, “'SW 

two ueius of land, a fl,a|„.h,'.,i i, ' I'lWHiMsor of 

wilo who l,,,,| a '7 ' "I "i.vtooii, and „! 

Wa Jivat l,l„.o„ da,;'h(, , ' """ Dntil' 

looltodon Vongn .Ajyi,; "'"'''n'l, Mu, villa, e 

tlioprovorl, nay, •• a 'id,,;! jr' 

'laiiglitcra, will «„„„ boron, 

Vongu ,\iyar-„ H,,.,„oa?b 7 ;; T :i.i„t wiy. 

aympathy tu,',ioil to onvv. VoL ,^' a , ''“"Hl'tora, 


apathy "'u,ghto,; 

Stlihmg. Ho would diaiioocar on, “ "'‘hV« wore 

raamago so.wn, to attonil a i" tlw 

funoral. Tlio i,oxt th, it tL „,, l ' “"hV ln>, a 

when, a fow days later, Vong,, An,” ^‘niual about it was 

and cimded oll'all bis Ivi,n f '*'>a«oudo,l on it 
of one on, is ilttUKbtor8, i,, (d,i , 7 Jnarriago 

some villago 6 l,ri,,e. “ ngcoo,,, s Iiouho or at 


' ^‘‘‘^wpyjng 

officials or landlioldere, l>nUic 

older than Vongu Aiyar aiidTf i f "i- "’"‘'o 
lim tlio homage that’ was dul'”,' '^'^’1”'’’^ ’"‘*0 
iS no matter for aiirm-ifin v« ‘i- tti^jiior-in-laAv it 

boimtv^Qf r ''“‘tout’ to 

^'‘eliettei.for the gir, (and^^]t^,t:;;te^ 
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, ■■ nl'lho village). H tlioteibre stood to 

„,Ulodtlu> oyn.os .d ^ poss,. 

teaaon ami was coii,, y ^ diuiglitois should 

tilUy toal. t .o tH " Vougu Aiy.«- had already 

„d ftlahaahn'''' ' ; ’was o.Uho alert. Ho was not, 

jvickod up loH oaii '^'1 ],i,„„elf. Kimoess 

howcvm, Komt; ,L easy eoufldeneo, and 

iu 80 V 0 U ventures ad Ma iadova 

jio waiUitl '<** .,o one inaiv, niaiU/ 

^;t::mhui;\:;:d'^^md:::pwuyto^^ 

jlni waH iii)|)roa('hi>'U^ * 

.11 

1 4it.yi- ilioi-0 was in t)io village a 
■Now it was the clanghter oi: 

girl oftho name \,oou a Eevonuo Inspector, 

KaniaHubbii Aiyt'^ . ^xtroino tuctlossnoH«- And 
of yreH't jirobity but - minoriors, wlio loved to 

bBt hi. job for 

a lasUt. "nd hew his. head 

Hubbu WUB jrtoW upon him and his mom- 

KigU. .IbilMTUsiortunohadt^^^^ dependant for his 

able bn bn- i , , -who sent him a few 

Uvolihood upon his wite ^ occasional cash) had 

hags of Vico every an insipid 

hi'ought a He often rattled on with 

gaiu,ailousiU)SS to ns 101% suspect a 

certain abstract lor lus wife, who was 

little Holtening of the In ’ , j knowing where 
: mamrgiug Bort of 

ho would Inwo /^ojnoo of their parents. . She was 

and was tho pndo and soi nnmarriod. bho 

, nearly iil'toen and, ,jei. well-formed features 

was of Burpaasing seUnteon. All her oontem- 

gave her the appearance ol sev 
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lioi'RrioH liad [masod into llio happy arid Vina]iim 
who had heon born on the aaino day an aho, iiad hcon 
inaiTicd four years now and had a ba by lioy alroadv 
Wnaii’t it a Hhookin^^ soa-ndal to ko,^p a yrown-iin mrii 
iko tliat unmarried ? The matroiiH ol' the villnr^o ^hoi 
had Jondled KaniaJa as a oinid now l uiaiod against lior 
and her parents, and wondered wliat the world was 
(ioming to. iSonioono had ventuiaal (ai say “ VVhal ran 
ho do? He is so poor, and marriage means sue.li an 
awliillotol money.” ( Jraiidmether Sc^slii, the oldest 
womainn the village, had turned on hi,,, ,,,„| p:,,. 

ike a ( og. “ VVhat does that aigidly ? |)„ 

non, iliat slio iH to remain unmarriiul all her liter 
lave not there heon poor people hetoro and did thov 

Uocp their girls Mnniarried ? The w.rrld is geino' to the 
dogs. And tIuHwrotehod Knglish odnea,tion has knoekocl 
the laHt vestige ol Hrahmliiidni out of you. Nliut mi 
yoirtooklosHM'ridich.rt low morn like y.,,’,, and it would 

iSoedloHS to say, (vamu, ‘the tailed Intermediate’ (it 
was he who had vontnred to speak up) was sileneed. 

This was tho way i,|,e village, in general, Hdlced 
Ihoysoomcd to pay no Jiood ti,e ,d,vious pail! of 
mind ol the luipmsod parents of the girl, or to |,e,- own 
shimkmg sonsitivcuoss. Kamala, indeed, had heoii 
marked out tor donsion over sineo sho was twelve. Ami 
jdion sho waH thirteen, the dread wliispor had m,no 
fuith that film was woman-grown, and past the time 
.\hcn she could Iiave been inurriod accurdina to Ihn 
Thy..B wa,,a hon>,„ „l' v ^ 

;;’rr.sxr 

vim “rmptom" ' ItlTd ™mo upon 
urn suddenly and hold him in its gri).. One 

ng.he caught sight of KamalafrotuvSg f™m l or 



ASTROLOOEB 


113 


,,,,, ‘ f-su a. f « 

And instantly, ho revolved the matter 

Mahadeva was ^ t^e more he thought 

in his mind for one who o day, and me 

of it, the " 

on the Vial a trdle street-not for 

in his eyes. He was s - irtiqfnoss bent and looking 
Kamala, for ho was nm ^ Bamasnhbu Aiyav. who 

for her [athor-anc bo^ ^Mmdeva Sastri beckoned 
was on his way to adoring. .For never 

to him and Kamasubbi , himself to invitation, 

before had the ^ awaited developments. 

He came and aat ontl I’ . p^a^jjadeva Sastri had not 
Full five minutes unopened, the 

opened hie lips. TheJ^ndu Ve farm- 

betel-hox ^vae tethered in front. It 

servant, was tending t t^oj^e the silenpe 

^rat-^oThore a d'isoreot accent of sympathy 

for ^„^^,hold affah-s are going on 

properly 1 ” 

“Anyway, Ukr MSia'^ 

SimruevfrsayTng, '■Nay” to a hungry man.” 

Silence and a two-minutes interval. 

Then Mahadeva 
asked Ramasubbu, Any wui 

bouse marriaeQ^” burst out 

“’^^r'^Aiva? “^°hLe loft everything in the 
Ramasubbu Myav, i. 

hands of God. . 

Mahadeva Sastri eyed Uta WerrogaUvely. 
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“Yea”, continued lUinasublm, “If God was 
pleased to send me a dauglifcor, Ko ought to luive civen 
me tlio moans to got lior married.” ^ 

Varan ?” asked MahadovaSastri, moaning whether 
taking tho moans for granted, ho had anv bov 
in view. ^ ^ 


‘ Why worry about a wmti wlioii I have not the 
means to marry her to a cook? I tliought of eivin^ 
hor in marriage to tlio kamanVs sou, hut ho won’t look 
at her unless ho is given a thousand rupees in cash and 
five lumdrod rupees worth of vossols, to say nothing of 
tho jewels I must present tlio girl witli. And they 
want a four-days marriago into tlio bargain. Time 
was when I tliought I could marry lior in a mammS 
iaofitting Iior boauty and sweet disposition. But that 
la all a lost dimm now. Had I but a lumdrodth of 
your moans. Mirasdar, it would bo difibrout. As it is 

talij oi marriago is not for tiio Jilce of mo.” ' 

lliorowaB a pause and Kamasubbu Aiyar’s eves 
glistened. Ho bravely reprossod his toars. ' ^ 

Sastl^^"^™ Mahadovft 

“ Yes ”, answered lUmasubbn, wondering. 

“Bring it.” 

Vi?, 

chanty, mteiid to defray the expenses of hor wodXig^^ 

£ Z VKfavrt'-"”; 

mind refused to work. He wont hom^Tor^\l’^1^^*^^' 
and without tolling oyon hio wife, Luniod wild! a S Wy 
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nheeij of notepapor with dabs of saffron at the edges 
and lianded \it to the Mirasdar. It was ICamala’s 
horoscopo. Mahadeva Saatri signed to his servant to 
fetch his ‘ hand-box* -wherohe kept a few bonds and 
promissory notes and his own horoscope. Ho copied 
out the planetary positions and gave it to Ramasnbbu. 
Mahadeva Saatri was not a compelling sorb of person by 
'inv means who carried everything before hiin. But 
Baiuasubbu found himself doing as he was bid and 
received the copy almost mechanically. 

“Consult Gaiudachari” said Mahadeva Sastri. 
“ Don’t say it is mine.” 


Ramasubbu Aiyar was not cpnte oleayin his 
' A na fft hia -Dosition. It was obvious that the 

Z J^ wi^Kamala 


over- 


hRautiful K.amala, to become tne wiie oi icv., 

was old enough to be her grand- 
fS I But the money side of it, the certainty of ft 
tfe of comfort and freedom from care! Kamaln, 
mUng Mahadeva Sastrh the mistress 

f riE® o^oodf hairr'^edlcato^^^^ Round him he 

S?™ H. .„b»j5 

Binughtly, blight ey ^ But then Kaiuaia. to 

help to tCJy pm-son I Oh God. God! 

emotioL"^ went and slfowed 

GMudaohori the two horoscopes. 

“Whose IS this? afareUGaiu 

Mahadeva Sastii a horo P^ slyness. 

nor date of hiith. That was » 

as he reckoned it. He mu uv 


known. 

“It is somebody’s 
B-amasubbn, evasively. 


from near Tanjore ”, said 
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How old is the boy ?” 

“ About twenty-two tlioy say’’, answoi'od Kama-- 
5ubbu. 

JuHtahintof a smile passed inidiu- iho sluiggy 
moustache of Garndachari. Ho caridod i;Jjo horosoopos 
of the whole village in his head and spoodily sensed 
what the game was. Seated on a ragged rattan matti oss, 
in front of a rough wooden box wliicli did duty for ^ 
table, with tho loro of his craft aj vniigcMl in slovenly 
piles behind him, Ganana (larudachnj'i lookcnl ( lie very 
embodiment of socrot kiiowlodgo. He was skilled in his 
craft and honestly believed in it. There were few works, 
Western or Oriental, on astrology wJiicli ho had not 
read and mastered. But witlial, lie was a very Imuiaii 
person and had a keen sense of humour, ![fo Inld known 
Kamala ever since she was a baby and was one of tlio 
very few who dared to take u]> the side of iior Jong- 
suffering parents, when the wiseacres oi’ tlio village \voro 
shocked at the very tliougJit of lior onforeod nou-cou- 
formity, Mahadova Sastri liad a profound rog-ard for 
Garndachari, who loved him in return. But Garuda- 
ohari could not stomach tho idea of a union botweou 
■the Miraadar and Kamala. Ho had other views about 
her marriage. But ho was not going to bo indisoroet. 
iPuither, the whole allair hold such a promise of I'un as 
rarely oaiuo in one’s way in that sleepy neighbourhood 
and he was going to mako tho most of it while it lasted. 
He scanned tho horoscope intently and mado rapid 
calculations on the available- spaces which iio could 
pinch out of the sheets of paper whioli had been written 
on and lay about in clumsy profusion. Ho played his 
part to perfection and Eamasubbu Aiyar looked on 
expectantly, Tho battle of emotions in his mind had 
ceased for a while. In tlio end, Garudaohari said, “ This 
is a good horoscope. Tho native whl be long-lived, 
iioh and very happy 
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, T «»» flsked Ramasubku, 

.Kow is hiB ^ntrahluiva^^ asked 

“ Whieb ■ _ hniit fifty yeai’8 oi age. 

.. Say, wl^en 1;^° ^rupon the ghl’e horoscope . 
Much, however', dopona ). 

replied Ciarudac iiwi. respect V' 

::;;:rThave 

“rr'r.uu-.;-- tr:ps- s 

itup.iiian, an^ repress a smile^ you'that°Kamala 

daohari ordc^car °f'f'Ju„fthe "estoration of 

Kaio a lucky niarria^and that th r ,3 ru 

your fortunes dopond® ^he boy . 

yohr prosperity, B ■ P __ Bamasubbu and 

„I will toll yo"/?;‘fwit0, ■ 

■hurried home to cons ^ ^ rif his 

rforf on hVstations, old school- 

felloysandthetet his own son. A , 

rohari 
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the English-odiieatod youths of tJio vilIn<?o Tc m ^ 
murthi had early shown agratifying rosS for P? 
cliaii and his elusive seionee. TJuniuh Jm 
to despise the new social \ i- .1 

.wcep‘ aw,>y the" I 

secret syjnathy for what Im onllmi ^lad 

phase » and ho looked witli unconcoahv/'f-i 
undorstanding whicli, though unspoken r 

ex-iat between K™l,„,„u.u-fci and Kanmh:. ‘’l 

nr 

interest, mul CS-not n 'n'oathlesi 

and got over-cooked ^ iinheedoc 

was torn ''“'’""d 

an equally viS ““t anc 

“Giveit up "^"rav Kr,' «»> idea. 

than at that old man's head. ” 

»re ofahomL,X cC" 

Heaven’s pleasure uiav hn? ir ‘ what 

older ineu before uuTben iL ™ 

thriving fainilios ?” *' Jiwthors of 

eoncedSi^ld^tifr^’ ■' WeTan" at T7" ”' 

Havln|rS:gL^=to^«^ -- 
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years, to tie her up to such a man, how can you tole- 
rate it ?” said iiis wife, and burst into sobs. 


And so, on they talked, love of their darling 
daughter and dread of her unmarried condition 
contending for mastery. Ultimately the unhappy 
couple decided to submit to the ‘ flower test ’ and 
abide by the manifested will of the goddess they 
worshipped at home. Constant thinking of the comforts 
of the Mirasdar’s establishment, the beautiful saris and 
the jewels of diamond and gold which his previous 
wives had worn and which were there ready to decorate 
the person of their auooossor and the certainty of their 
own troubles vanishing like dew before the sun had 
slowly reconciled them to the idea. And when the red 
oleander and the white lily were tied up into separate 
packets and placed before tlie goddess, they fervently 
hoped that their little son would pick up the lily. For 
if he took up the lily, it was to be understood as signify- 
hig the goddcfls’ approval of the match and. the 
oleander was to convey the contrary. The little fellow, 
enjoying the thing, fumbled among the two packets and 
having very nearly taken the lily, dropped it and handed 
up the oleander. The husband and wife looked at each 
other and were silent for a minute. Then they said 
in almost the same breath, “ But it was the lily which 
he first took up 

“ Let us try again,” decided Mrs. Ramasubbu. 


She rolled up the flowers and, after a prayer, 
which was really an appeal for an approving sign, 
that the goddess should lead the boy’s fingers aright, 
she held up her arms in supplication and threw the 
packets before the goddess. The lad, this time without 
fumbling, took up the desired white flower. A smile 
overspread Mrs. Ramasubbu’s features. Its Gods 
will”, said she. 



120 


COLD EIOH 


. , make Bure. why not miilco a third and ui,»i 
trial ! suggeated RamaBubbu Aiyar. Ho subconaoioml 
thought that the goddess having onoo oonimittod hw 
self would not go back on ifc now. 

“iddiis spouse, emphatically, '■ tho goddeai 
^lU IS clear. She will never lot ua clowji.” ^ 

She was not going to fcomi>f; forfcnno again. , 

Mahadeva. Sastri put but ono rpuiation when RaniA ’ 
^ ^ snbbu came with tho nstrologor’a opinion. 

^ tlm Hoiiso of 

“ Exceedingly good, tho aetrologor says. As von 
desired, I was careful not to lot Jiim know it was yom' 

;...s:vrs.S“ t i.';, £ 

numencal Strength Of Kamak’s unborn ol S on 
his statement that tho Miraedar’s ohanoos of ™ttJ . 
m^e issue improved after ho attained fi% yo"at'‘^ 

«f 1. Sasti-i was satisQofl. Tho ono bn hv bntr 

psSSSHSB 

s EiBsS* I'S*? 

home of God Subraroimia the mountain- 
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==si=iS|;^?'^sss4IS 

T-L^ nn it variously. -‘■“J’ Garudaohari 

mcuting on , i had got lound. 

a“»‘3'r*r 

ifiSi rs' i*" 

xc””5”i." r‘” 

?siCSS£Sf«s 

srf2’s.vsas/pirs.s.s 

3— Vs, SS, S£ 

the trouble not discover. H j 1^0 cursed 
mont lay, ho ^«,s eot ^his first 

his faith in astrology ^^^.^^aohari jvjow 

Mmself for not would 

act of Booming distrust ai sen, ne 
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turnocinpattlio iistrologor-s ho, mo j„«t ovaotlv 
Knshn,u„„i.(,. w„a oloaotal with iL 7 nS, 
afto,' linymg very nearly ,l,-ivo„ l l.n y,;,,,,., , , ‘ 
vorgo oldoapair by a /rood (ioal nl' „m , " 

tlio Miraachu' hiulhoon ln'oughii (,o iiool. 

intJie hmir!''al"co,rT,HZan'im"^ il'r,,,",f“‘’'M 

vexation. “TP von In.d /nl.i v ' i ' " 

tovincr ^vHh <i»A oi«. I* ' ‘ 'iio not luoroly 

coLidcr it af In n - Kannila. do you 

in tho villago.” 

Honoura ill HiHfJv n« 1 i* i" 
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Tt waa a great grievance with them that his father had 
^nrTed do™ many a desirable proposal and they 

of Professor Sadasiva Rao, . who was a socia . ^ ^ ’ 

sr -it 

In recent years, and the thought 

SlhelTwTen tw lad motto mrd 

^z:. ™ 

Kamala’s house during In mother. Kamala. 

received with Cm talking tc 

prevented by the custom rf the caste ^ 

the grown-up young ““ ';“^„oes to her. Whet 

swelling with pleasure at his relereno 
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-ber parents, in their crushing poverty, had given up 
thinking of Krishiiamurfei, Kamala used to pray to the 
goddess at homo with all the intensity of her fifteen 
summers, that she might wed Krislinamnrti and none 
other. Ever since this talk of marrying iier to the 
Mirasclar had started, she had I'cdoublod her prayers 
made endless vows for deliveranoo and spent her days 
m mingled apprehension and hope. The ])oor eliild 
had but the vague.st intimations of the misery of 
marriage with a very much overgrown male animal. 
Vet she dreaded the prospect witJi a naino]o.S8 fear and 
prayed, night and day, that tho calamity bo averted, 
by her death, if need be. 


V 


It was about ten o’clock wlien Garudachari was 
seated on Mahadeva Sastri’s pial, spectacles on noso 
and fumanacg and loose slieeta of paper suiTounding 
him. Ramu was there, and Rama Rao too, who dropped 
• m, us if by accident. 

“ It is not satisfactory ”, said tlio astrologer, after 
reluctancc^^^ conversation, with apparent 


Sastri raised his eyebrows quostion- 

‘ Well, that’s my opinion. I cannot alter the facts. 
Once you ask my candid opinion, I should give it, 

otherwise ”, said Maha- 

«nni.r I see what you are driving at,’^ 

.ispoke up Garudachari. «He never told me whoso 
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jioroBcopo it was. He ]ust said it was a boy’s and 1 
oOuUl not guess that the boy was fifty-two years old. 
fj^horo was no date to the horoscope and I was given 
onlytho planetary positions. Somewhat nuusual, of 
t^cnrse, but there it was, and I had to make the best ol 
it I wan told the boy was twonty-two and I worked 
out that the girl had a good thhty years of married life 
before hor. On the strength of this, I said the horos- 
()opea agreed, minor poiixts being satisfactory.” All 
thiH without turning a hair. 


Mahadevd. Sastri could not follow Garudachari’e 
inoaniTUi. His face showed he was no wiser than before. 
Kama Bao voiced the Mu-aedav’e thoughts as xf they 
wnrp> Ids own. Your meaning is not clear. .11 siio nas 
thii'tv voars of married life before her, it is an added 
^commendlon. Out friend wiU live up to e.ghty-two 
and that is a great age is it not . 

“■Remember. Sk”, answered Garudachari with 

HememDe , cLven a horoscope said to bo 

groat twenty-two. Thirty plus twenty-two 

t,hat of a hoy aged t th^ghtthat was a good enough 
makes fifty-two About his fifty-second year, 

age as lives go hiHuence of a particularly 

tho native comes ^^unction with a hy-no- 

rauliguant S^tdid. artrag i highly 

means 'el A union between this 

adverse to the gud mnke for any of tho good 

gS and the Miramar 

things we hope f”/™™ phrases and still more 

a few discreet and 

imoressive suppressions, G of depriving the good 

Ihe notion that the eure^^tl ?reaenee of tho 
“rrhrtag about his marriage wrth th*. 

d^ghter of Bamasuhhu Aiyar. ^^^j^deva Sast^ 


m 


OOI/D lUOB 


eyes. AiiydayJiis love of life was stronger tiian his 1 

of male progeny. Garudaohari followed up his advant^^ 

by embarking upon an apparently most illuminnfjf^ 
but really most confounding exposition of nJnnnt^ ^ 
influences. He rolled oflf the jargon of hia tiade fn ^ 
manner which was, in itself, aninaioiit to nl./ 
conviction, and showed, with a wealth of 
and illustrations from the careers of other imn 
in the village, what a tremendous risk Sio buS ! 
mvolved. Then, suddenly stemming tho tide of Ms ow^ 
eloquence he said with a fmo simulation of ni^rv 
a human being like yoursolvos. I a^ 
not God. My reading may bo wrong. What I finrl r 

and, worst of all, had a fatal fn 

ting evil. It wa; the firm tlioro^ P^'ognostica- 

neighbourhood that ho had but to forotnlf 

It would come to pass thouah ^ and 

the Book of Fate.^ He seemed Vn^n ^ 

twist destiny to justify hi« inoi' the power to 

evil. Mahadeva Sastri reali^prl' 'Wi’ohonsion of 
had strayed and tScodhtstl-'^l. 

Gamdachari, liad savwl 1,1m *Jy 

-Any thought of marrvinv Rn toppling over, 

adter this dear indicaHoS ^'“■“Shtor 

dho question. And, bXe ^ <-f 

^^'est that evening, the ongagemen doot™ off. 

VI 

of '■“"tl. of 



1 27 

vT^ti’C! aTjTbr casks 

«D in the asoeiulant, 

tbo 

y, 1)1 M.,il>.w Mailam. 

1 , daughter ol Von„u A y 

At the Bamo !"'";. J"„amurthl to Sowhlmnyamh 
“dau^X^Cwor or ItanraBubhu Aryar, , 

CIRCUMSTANCES ALTER CASES 

N tlio little Native State of the universe 

Mudnibono life. i;vajaii ivi wiUi ms 

531iiSfSia 

g;":)0,S:''tt h^ ms eyes 

Sr the -tahustratton of M- f Into o 

in his power to^l^- Side deity ’■ 

to Jivaji’s ability completely 

yot. The Ra]ali ioUc« 
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people Imd the gimtost faith in |,i,, judgment r,,, 1 

was a anateh of rustic song wl.icl, • „ "“it , 
comes to court tl,o Uayar Jitaji ; go to him 
those who have griovanooa.” To tlio llainli r- 
hia uses. lie wa.s a rotrular old litnn \i‘ '• ’ had:] 

tho taxes, kooD tim Rni-ii.’u m 

doetor liis aeeomits and goiioraliv Imvn'i*i 

no hositation in sayinc was ‘ 'um laUoi j. have : 

upSii'kar luonoys with hVown^twhlV niixing 

'wroiic, if truo^ imd ('vhiolj was oortaiuly 

«~:3Se?n= 

was\sotl,adri Sama'^ "“If ““1 

Ruaimod him up coinDlotolv -.r «Poko. That 

in-ovocation. Ho was slightest 

of their troubfes of rmirnon «+^4 spoalcing to tho people 
pal bodies and such liko f munici- 

And, worst of all hn ni+m, ♦ ? ° them thinking. 
aWsq on local affairs TJio Rnr?^ thorn 

—Uk 'SreS.,,^- SS 



AI.TW OASBS 


I21f 

OIUOUMH'l'Anv..-.- — 

,Hththo Agont. "^'T^:;;;: 

tZym^ r ii^iXdd- 

wMu. M-';:,C' nai^u^ri^i-vci ™-.;;;1,:: 

and. i'O^varas I'o > \''^.\T'?n TTo iUco.,1 Uajal. 

=--r«5&«.£-”5e 


- =4.i v“’ff» 

:nixtiu:o o‘ ^ (,^,f, a where liege ^ncl 

aU ho got 01^ raite ^vtid |®«^|jgationB were great 
Bpont ‘^11*7 ,.nmmou hoUctay. eo«b^ j^aior 

man ii^aclo ' nothing except on S &f.;ah pointed out 

■f - *“ 

..Whatpun»«®’ “ 

r d tho Kajah unWuBhiugly. 

“Mo” roi'lw*!^'' ■ and tlie 

„„ ,o.k.l. J»' n“'* S- I* ‘ « “ 

your people- ^ j-n oeople. 

through 

part of his ]oh and ^ ^ goi doe 

not foil fro® tas tog 

on the uralU 
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On the wall stood the picture of a stoni-i..), 

-,.1 ,h. til?; Si." 

Baiaii.'”'"* '™“ principal giri,’< said the 

the MnSonrarorin 

™poea in oa.h on which her cloaoendarwtlCSg'! 

rinto taghfor" ■' You“w 

Eajah Mahabir Prasad took^dvtttX^o? t/'" 
to warn the Agent acainsi uli.r.,*r.« * ^ ^ ooonsiou 

persons like Seshadd Sanwa Rn^ m ^ 

‘ ‘ Your Higlmoss mustn’t miiui +i J^n-oartnoy said, 
talking does no harm. They spenl“oidv”fI' 

swing tongue. Those peop/eS rile -r '° 

sation closed over a whisky and soda! 

II 

One of the features of Jif® nj- ivriTfi„ i 
•European, colony. There wei-fl ^vas ita 

European settled there and thov wcl-*® “■ 

crowd. British, Brench SoanrtTn„ “ “““opolitan 
they were, but all of them Wdrlibn ^".srioan 

tion to the Eajah M^ii f *'“>“ ^ovo- 

that they were living inn bnclrwt’ 

absence of anything in 

S~ “iSSTi-* ".tsi “ 



iA ^ .V bro^*^ i. haaaat'^o'^S^^rf, ‘ JCutt^ 

ItoBon r.“!!?^loved to eot ^iB 'vd^/^ s«o 

r^-W* “ io flo°t- -wUob o£ h« 

“* f 5* “'• fS. S'-VS'. - Vrs » 

Si"" 2 *“’ ’” ° 
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«i" sh;„„, o,s 

Jiamo. .Buli Mrs. Ji;n(lorbytta<i l, n/i ''n»i‘onatQc 

agi’ooablo iiiurnuirH ami ciuimrii flu, ^ malk 

«.0 elegant Bontl-^r ; 

top-lml:, Hfcfuuliim-by thoKHlnnr 1 ■ ' 

and jL (lowing Hivirji’und loorimr ‘I- '* Bf>fto-bonnet 

-om wall. rtn.i ■;;; 'Im:' 

WGVO poHitivo (,|inl. (,|,nrn |ia,I tw.oii 
botwoun a (drinoi- (luIiK'niL- ,.iul - ‘ 

wlua, Dr. Or,*' wi", ! , 8<> 
anti iilil raoorila ilj.s,',)v(!r('(l among Unnhstonosi 
Indian Omreh regia or Mint ( V 
102n<l Foot Inul nnr, , io.l I'tih ' , ‘ " «'<' 

Oonural doliimun by bin Nid ivo \ 'i “ ‘I’’ 

and said that a jini, I,* Ir rV ' '^.' 
tho Kiitivo Htato of Mmlmbotui i? in 

coiinootion wiUi tlio baronv J 

Mndmbono was pleaHod k-ir it ^'"fpappor, all 

wlu. w m < (^nlpoppoi- 

l'y« worn atn<,k-« . lOmlor- 

10 roibr to tlio D, A' ,|Z •' 

“I'lntfc'a o„r caato ^ '«>-l «»k. 

■J -IH -IlKlia iniKih WOl’HO 'i ” 

bavoiti long. gootl (Jiing or 

in tlio rolntions liotwocu dm Jl’n ^’o "■ atrnin 

Mudralmno. And Co w.,rk™| n '"''i"™ “'i 

l>andofyirln.<n..si,o<,nloin aA f A 

then, aoula tlu?t A"' W-' good If 

India. It was .Fato affain Hu»i uplili; of 

Mnnnaduko Odo to fclif „nV? ^ * *iH«igiu)d Mr. and Mrs. 
eager ooupio came and Mudrabono. Tiio 

wliich wai raC alad Sr 

loan man, who aoomoil nil t’^'n 

He aooondod hia wife to 01,7'^/ ; 



oiboomotanobs AWI® 0A8®3 

hoVS 


13 » 


,,,0£theW0. , 

^ +. hIio ^ ' inchiHti’ioiis co-l£®^ r ^ 

5:-^=iS'S?f s£» » 

/ivn \vCl' ^ 1 i /IfxStll'b® thO ' 

“ .'ct mo^tinB “"I" invited att tho 

e<;J -P ;; ^^^'‘Sevn Jivajj P^ 

Mxidtiiboiio t“ “ ifcii 1,18 wife w 0 j 

Sd O.0-. 7“ *;;oont adaitiousJ.^^“,hadn;t 2®*-^. 


:ir®aud tb^rwal sc^adri Sanna.^^^^ 
®^*"ii and I bnow feeve Odo said aa g^id 

"“H '"^Hrsex^'ob^ase^andan^^^^ 

- "T “^^^"^’^gdateCgaboutlndi^^^ 

^0’'^ ?A*fcWBlife”"’^'^Uantby^t Tbat P 


SrfS’STa'Ss-£:S 

>i( 
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got that Hort of innii /in n i 

oncl, Mrs. :ro„,io,.i,y cam,, !m t i'nir 

Mkod almoBfc triiimj,i,a,it|y “ Was,,'?’ '“’'I 

epeooh, Mv. Johnson T’Old (■ 

■ sis? “i tii- '"'s:- 

»■% ™, ,.n. , 1 .;,,^. 

III 

g“t up <i (Uaton '!'? <''>ut w,ig to 

^vouhl ho throw it baok ^ 

Ho used to spo, lit ,,,, ‘y "'' ''" lit, roedvod. 

o',^ ™mo(lio,s f,,,. uii(„iH,„.ch, I '•!! "'’i; 'WP'iovo 

Odo uid I.nnight a lot ,,r T i «. JV„w, M™, • 
l>ooploofM„,|rab„„aaai, •■ |t ‘ ‘ "‘''I, as tim 

woo to the old woman win, , , ,„ j "I -niooltod 

A mootin,, was dulv 

Shnuboguo, tho olcloat TOliiM.T'fln;',' '^'‘'''odar 
landlioldor, prosidod. All M„d,!' loading 

«‘0 oudgols raised on hohalt'or , “I"" "‘“W' *» «oS 

Soshadn , Sarnia nmaod liimaolft, '“('"‘‘'l:' ''Ouimimity. 

vory oncofMrs. ()d,,-aa .gi^^ 'mo i, ivy a„,| ,„ot 

holaokod in Ioluo, Jio imuln ‘ Wliat 

;opoat all that^l,; tt 

yioious and in oxooriihio L ' ’ % m ^ to say, vilo 
juatifloationjfsuoii . only oxouao and 

^ n*i to Mrs Odo f.n- Justify, 

pandering us. God meant her'trL 
« Amorzoa she should Izayo etayod. 



oxbox.mb.a«o.b AI.*® 
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oxbox.mb.a«o.b 

, ,. . tad no bUBinesB I’®, w’d more, 

tot.thoEngliBhXLna. 11® ®®'? “JL ” Ho forgot 

i^tvhioh ®-’®t Catling W®^l"tn— or the 

that he potor Hoclhins tan. But, ^ 

Bio thought of i j^avo b*°P?®® t the Culpep- 

Coh-Endorhya ^vas »1 bo at would surely 

ho had guesaod thaf Swedes that , 

r» 

orcatot.V a was vindica e 

ohoored. , an unexpected soqu^. ^^ Endorby 

But all this h ^yore agitator ’ to 

TTnclerbys hoard ot i audacity of tli s business 

Joto ;l •'“?"» i. ii»aS 5t , 

gsr^i'-S.srsj.ajrsr.^^ 

touriuNorthorn TVail and insisted 

much worse. P^^an •^-yLTtag 

Hennessey toP®t^®4:“ (Jivaji , ^«/®^'o,Se of the 
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-=>«■' Si 

x^foty lay i„ ,;ivinl: ;•„ "^' r" ->mn and 

j;Mi«o,nn„,da4ld;:i 
matter, Ho 

H lofison. [Jo .oelZ? ■!' 

must bo taiiglifc to om Z \?r '•, Ho 

Soshadri Sarma fi- ’''5''" ^ of 

was a soction in Im yf f ■•■’^‘oi’o 

answered to tho oon-ftMi '* 'r J^oiud (Jodo which 

oimotment and tho en.so CnlaW mKlor'it.’" ' '““ ^ 

IV 

Sar„,t'Crt™Xr;,r ">><1 Soahadn 

what Hia HigL M io' , ‘.'"''I''" "’'>“'«™d 

Hi8Hi^r]nloss S^Sv ^r«1 about that 

ing« but tZl ho wSXl i r* 1 "' 

Dowan. There wa ‘4 nn P^'^ibauinious 

should get about but '^*' 

does not trouble to Hmlr .1^ ’'^as and tho wise man 
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“ f r- - 

shorthand notes would ascei ^^latnining 

tavya of the at 

•nrodxxced on the m had “f V if.^-doien 

r few of tho "^out ^ 

the mooting. » ^ witnosBCS °\oUs at what 

of thorn !J X Qo. Hennessey 

fssss—sr's »r »*" - 
“'C:— rr:=^£r 3 S 

„w— 

“ Po yott remember 

the Magistrate. +u:«crB wbicb I do 

• ,i n ffood many every eubject 

“ T-To said a go soeah on . >» 

w He seemed to ®Pl„v,iy effective. 

^ ra* sun and Ue was vernal 


S«thep—tion^ 

,.^uat was the effect produced 

. rtjj 1 vir\t 

flpCCCh • 


• VVliau 

•'“"" '" ,. ..<• i* .>“ «?. 

iliTOW stones t 

htmr dolmson’B idea and swore 

HonnesBoy caught Mr. 

under his breath. 
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“Was thoro anything in tho aomiaod’s siioedi ic 
whioJi you could take oxcopfcion" askod tlio Migisfcratt 

“ Not a word,” said C. J. with oinpliaaiH. 

1 m™” xjsj;’, 5“"" «"•' 

ilio vakil for tho dofoiuio sugixostod timt flm 

contondod tlio police iiiHpocta. ' ■ ' “''“lovant, 

mont. and the Magistrate limUly put, llie'^queHtimi 

Snoludld Z''7elm,sen''“*- ^'‘1*4” 

Mr8"odo*’rverv off Diitioism of 

r£SS=*”5”~-sas 

..45rs,r.,s .;i:j';„:‘;i' 7";, » 
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liim a nominal sentence. The prestige of the ruling: 
race would have been vindicated and 
speedily forgotten. That was the worst of it. On 
canno/rely on these modem magistrates. They perpe- 
trated all sorts of foolishnesses in the name of the hw. 
He knew Hennessey would give him no peace He 
would talk of injured reputations, quote the Agent and 
worry the life out of him. 

It was about this time that Mrs. Odo 
from heT Northern Indian tour. She had t^aveUed 
from place to place, interviewed 

natha Ghorpade, Kanuadaratna Sadasiva Heggade and 

other leaders of the National Movement. Slie varied 
her method of attack and started writmg to the 
Harhav Afternoon Post and other newspapers about 
their ionderfid example and 8©lf-sacrifice and haying 

ivhito man or woman having a 8°°^ word^ to jay oj 
Sill! rrattention to to misguided activity of 

?’olS AgrtoSartney, who recognised the 
offender. , . j v.4- 

HennesBeygotacopyofVeulmtoW 

and returned to the ^nd feinted and 

UP on appeal. Jivap lencea anu 



uo 
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Mixlmljono shortly m "| n" -)»o to visit 

tf tho oonhl KO Muh ^ t" ''’''it and « 

'''"'■Id ho .ilLJl Lissido, Uo,u„mTy 

)iafl Idow,. ovo,'. I. ''‘•‘'">''<acd and |J,„ alhiv 

'liyaji, whoso i-nlnhinns wilir'h'm" I'ut 

"'la™ , ,s,nldnov.n- l.o au.-o i' II 
oonHidnrod m'od ih,u ill ' <ornp«r. u, i,i« 
Ji-nti JtOHi'l, lay fchriMirrh Jioad 

Olldoi-fjig hl)\v to lnmiu, i\I,.int M 
HUrttid it. ^li tlu^u, of ?l. ^ 

Sahoh r'rVilrsmo von Kajah 

Mftjor Macartney. I'l’oH-.V .sick of it 'i ” asked 

provooaldL,* dldn't'S?” J"* <>l' 

Hih Higlmeas. And tlion ^ (uitioa, ” said 

S™, !‘Ps. "I tl.onglit, mSv 

M‘oy«rt vorylittlof™-. " 

“ind Gonorally I don’t 

IdidnofclmotvXt rtrni “' 

Mat tJjo Odo woman had boon 
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,0 provocative. Do you know what hei lates g 
® W ai*tioles in the Sarbay 

"r;:':oc;aedMa30.MacaHney. ‘‘ Sl^e dcsereves- 

„o consideration.” ^ troublosome 

Prasad, with decision. a sigh of relief. “I 

Jivaji saw tolle an appeal in Seshadri 

do not think It w MOOS J ,,^y, 

Sarma’B case, ohseive ' cp think the 

" Certainly not,” sai eovornment should do 

““If l^at won® Hire taking sides.” 
jiothiog „ Jivaji* 

■«' “■ "*■ 

.‘Oh, Hennessey be 2 He is a uiere 

r ’ “ What does he Know 

Maoavtnoy. 

hucha” , 1 Hennessey, after 

So the appealwas droppe d Colt-Enderbys 

Bulkin" a hit, became Himself agaimi^ Marmaduke 

near Bhamo, on 

nnvegrotted. 

V 

r. . an lone ago that it 
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.faoeofMiidrabonohaschauffed vow i ■ 

A railway now runs into the Stato^ n? 

electric punkahs, tJiere is an emcionV 

and numerous bus-sorvicoB ln vlT service 

tudo. Rajah MalS PrlU 

gatiierod to his forofatliors and hi^sL “if i'"? 
rules m his stead. Ho is a moAf nff n 
splendid racing stud sLide nn^^ «- 

■Calcutta and the hoi ^altr i 
Hia bodyguard is one of the finest in ^-^^’anco. 

uniform direct from Bond Street 
and such-Iilm frivolities aro^lhings of the T) 
palace sinooures have been nbniJ^ Cio jiast, and the 
ber of tiio I.C.S. is oiu Cvnn /r 
BaJiadur, and died duly) and ^ 

dent of theLegialat vc roi;I-i'^ ■''' Presi- 

Those and othr^X^We State, 

ia another story. StiU tlio i)em?lnT all that 

■Ml the days of Rajali Mahabi!- bade regretfully 
Political Agents Iiowov«v , • \ M^^ad. Prosont-day 

^ >nodci «ta\oii.d“::rg'rnSs‘ f' if!:'?'?- 

tvhioh is only fair sooina i British India, 

one has borrowed. Yes, 



™B hosts OB THSCAHV 

STonVby going to tuo wal • 

hy tho doings i Ijloakest for miles the 

Kadur. lo o yg^fiamhas and, on ^^gelf 

^vaste of sand. It 
cularly -f iuao-e, set in who earned 

^vas a potter^ ; ^f pottei famih > 

contained pots and ^ caricatures 

tiieir ^ occaeionally ^ ^ ^^leir tribal gods, 

in clay of men and m ^ „e^ 

Ifor ten m ^ ^^fessly. the potters had put 

pidaripathaiio g^.^vhichtn P unheed- 

napping- authority was wpr^ constahle and two 

xrven* l-t ^ ' 
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scabimrda and a baton or fcwo^^TJm “o^idomnedl 

np wJioro a Valaya dovii lodaod for , ^ook- ! 

coidoHsing to some shoo,, or th ff ^ a 
H oad Constablo Wo. 74.S. had |,in H .* i 

oi Jnind. Loan and oadavorous wl o'd ' 

a(30jnod to /it j,, iwith i** *' ^ ab- 

onioor« regularly mmhJl wlm'Sl 
™ do up thoir to g„ ;tr ( ,•'''“ 
tiioy roturaod to lio,„|,.|,m.toJ .,, !"" ™o>i as 

aliout it onoo thoir baoks Avoro tin- for, 406 all 

1 10 (lovil. And so 1,0 |,„„„ “ t'w.t abode of 

Jdo> ns it aoomcd and .r;?- nothing out of 

way, tlicro i,o wa"; the' "f m «>(:„?., a. y 

tliat Qod-fomakou p a" ''•« King Z 

Po;vor and anthorily. kJ ika ‘’“‘'Kr for 

Sub-Registry and a.'Lponsa'^ J « r''"™.. a 
so tar as Pidaripathai was com-on L '"''““'‘"'ay and, 

tho end ol tho oavth Tiw • ’ boon 

‘l>ai and its noiX„rl oid'" 
register and, if they over X 11 1 1 ..'’“axmonts to 
bo worked out by ,^1,,™ T lolt tho onro to 

t ie aid oftliokori,s„f tho forit™ with 

oUho dispensary, they luid „„ InP''. ' waters ’ 
fill (Iiiarrols, tlioy usually nuido m'. i ' Plouti- 

Annavi Naidu, whoso deoisious ff u “ re^,“re“oo to 
and corouionies, had at n,L ‘ j forma 

deoisivonoss whieh gay,- Sisfi. r"" ‘'®"«b-aud-ready 
oonoorned. Hu,,.,, worn /.r “"'‘'•’f»'0''ii>ii to tiio partios 
Annavi rogistorod in tlu! l)olLTbooks‘'‘^.,.,‘''^‘‘'' "'biob 
ion. Ho Hover allowed tJioin tn • 
tion to Jus charge or undniv u I’opufca- 

oi the diatriet.® A.ra^^rr” 

|uishmg up orimo (tho momhm> x ^“inpJaints of 

^incln t oven Jioard of Pidnvt« Hie division 

gateful. This does not momi tliai- wore 

" « 1... 0 , ,h.':‘£r£“S"5 
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)a(;k tboii’ ^vas reported, Annavi 33 ia e 

, cxi)0diti0H 1 ,1 l„>tu the communities 

.,,,^,^nuH ^ ,,ltimatum that, if the mi.si g 

bis ^ I l,^,,.,lc Imlhro a now day dawned, 

Dvoiioriy ’', '. , i,,,. them in iail before he ^^^LS v 
would SCO concerned then 

(f'"- ?;"n ;S “Uo S ihat ouc heard of it w» 
loMito tl>“ i „„„ ft drinking tout m ®™\®nt of 

that iJvoi'o ' ^ to gra-^e “ner 

the lost l>t,<n « yj' a,«t streak of dawn. ^ , 

TI,E.tthom..w'"''"^^ao^n3dv«, “ “tf wlXii 

Ht “SSss 

nftHB0dl.etW''«'' y;:;,’;<,.^r.ence of the ,vhioir 

heinlinau " , ^,^ttor and Head Cons- 

in [ovoBtallnn; *ed for said that tHo 

tift, Valla, tuts to tiro 

ss;«s; -- «“ 

In have Hiud. 

JO 


HO 


OOTil) .UrOK 


potiiOT’fl miid, arui the enrnmxl i„ili 
oaroer «ml tl,„ l,„adMm.n-H hoi, ho.,„;,;,| „'i| I,' '"f, ' " 
‘■"Ptnniii- It, wlion rr,,,,, Honimvl,,.,-,, «f 

Kari lliii.g I, ' 10 orowi, 

>|« llaiili and, |,i,„ |,,, n,,, 

gii.li IIH il 111 a vino. A .s(m.im|ioi|„ on.Hm’d mul i|,,,'i" 'f 
jniuiH non trlppod jin<I r(,|| ,,, ,[ ’ liond- 

Kari uaa l.ni.yinK U.o LpmL 1 /' 
tlui pjickoti or lil'iiv niiK'os U'lii.-irn. , II'"'* 

l.«ana l luMinninl Ida 

WIIOLO tlio V»l„,v,i. ivomoi, Wi ni oo„Kr, | !,"| 

io fiaml atooil il,o IliitiitiouwdH ^ 

hoariiH of hoth (Iin y-mUas 'h,,,' tho 

galiluii'(!(i iu'niHoir tofoiilior iim( In r ^ wii 

vaniHl. rouud M.o .‘^mor 

boon any otjioi- ridiciilo u-nni i , ' Had Jio 

portion.' (ustitiorivoly. i.l,*, VallanIbaM 
involvod in i,!io uliior (oIlmy'H ' 
tiiunatiiiowt(Ml itnoor o|' |,Im oidoolu'ra huoi-ohn and iJid 
bavo bo(ai avon/^od (^0^^ mr^i. ' 

Valaya hoad »!' two, init (,|m* oncji i' " ' * brokon 

mu! tlio n[»t)i!f,jit(u-.H dninV will ’■ l'>'opitiou 8 , 

by ibn V, day ad "'Opluoky 

Had tlio ina, (dor Ntood I'lioro i(- (mHii'i'’ ''“;''"""b<0Mionl;, 
forgotliOM, .lad aiorv ^yo^ld no( Jo 

init wlion ilai'knoHH Het’iii and ili.. "'^‘H'On. 

blno of tin/ tn '''.‘‘ou-od in tho 

Vailamim.s, with tiio diicondir^’ l*'' o I)and of 

buHlu,irl, ,.no.*,nn J^’i'-bunn’o aon. lelt 

au‘ty o,r Valaya lada wI.o 

^ari’H tii'umpii. TJio ■VidlainlH.r uiorry ovoi. 

ioowl on tlioir i^Kjoy, but not iinf «■ ^1*'**'*^’/ '"b ‘loop 

ooriiig roiiiar];, whiali somcomr'l T'^n 
Malaya group, “Our laiki'i am ,r ■ *'' I’"'? 

aoaning witliout boimr nMi»d n> unfod “ — 

?liiok mon Imt Vnlllnmbii mmin’ m V,d 

— b..i j" 'X 
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ripplo of forainiiiG laughter waa borne upon the breeze 
and it sot their ears tingling. The night was too dark 
for i’acial visibility. Elae, one could have seen the 
rugged faces of the Vallartibaa tautened with rage, and 
tlio heaving of their broad, ebony cheats under the surge 
of passion — sure foreboding of ill. 

Tliat night, under a starry sky, in tlie sandy bed 
of tlae !Pidari Kanmoi, a hundred Valiambaa sat, men 
and women, and swore by tall their tribal gods to avenge 
the insult. The Valaya’s daring was provocation 
<'uough. But that hussy’s mocking smile, the laughter 
of acorn of the petty, thieving Valaya women 1 It must 
bo wiped out by every means. If a few had to hang 
for it, why, they would. Wliat was life in the face of 
the unooncoalod conteini>t of tlioso Valaya vermin ? 

So the potters of Pidaripathai wei'o sure they • 
•would hear of it, and they dreaded to think of the 
Valayas and the Vallambas roused to an answering 
fury. Had they not heard tell of the blight which fell 
on the country in that year of famine, Dathu, nigh fifty 
years agone, when the Valayas and the Vallambas set 
tire to each other’s houses and plundered all the land 
till a white man came with a hundred policemen and 
<'omplGtod tiie ravages by sotting fire to all the habita- 
tions of the contending parties left standing, till 
no trace of them was loft ? But, pitiful to 
relate, Annavi Naidu paid no heed to it, not even to 
make a note of it in the General Diary of the station. 
But tli{3 potters squatted on the foreground of their 
huts and talked of it, while the pots were boiling and as 
•they worked among their wheels, making the ware 
wliicih was not going to sell for many a long day to 
come. 

II 

The days passed on and Anna-vi Naidu heard no 
more about it. Ho was not one who encouraged gossip 
and his cold reception of the spicy information which. 
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the pottorn eavo barrod ThhIw... 

tlioro. by tho thafc(4iwl nuili wjTi7”'(" 

halnUitiom, a hmk, inlbnnal inn ' .o x '? 

'ran a groat, ,^,„„.ryi,ig (,„ (■,!,' I , ; ''’'“iro 

limn and planM of rovoiigu wo 

Hi« «la,y of tho foil laat, on 

Jioar a tJnniHand in nil, hh'I; in / Jjn i »- 1 

« im of tho Val„,va wo. , g ,, 1 ,1 'Wm 

tl'o VaHanthaa to toaoh ti „ T "K *« 

’“"'“I'oi' tlio I'OMt of thoir ivo. 7 "’'>>>’'1™^ 

imooatora I, a, I don.,. i„ |.|,„t iV.lT vo. 7,"'" ‘''“f 

yoava agono. 'f'hoy ro,,olv,.,l «i h • li" Jifty 

liiittJo. Yoh, hattlo. ,w,.|, 7;,;';“’ , 1 11- , \'.ilay„8 

whoi.red Mood «-o,dd llo«. ,, ' '"."I Imminor, 

tlio Ammoi. At. idtiinatuni wim , , i"‘"iIn of 

dawn, Tho p.ioo of poa,.,, ''“"I at oariy 

tlio Valay„./of tl,o irk,. , h , ■ 'j"' 'T ''.V ivarh 

af Wo hu„d,.„,| rupoos to I, , , """aliml ami a Ihio 

Now Moon ,,a,„o ag,,,-,/ 7,''",'', <'■“ 

1 tl.oyworninonand ho/ndto'i, , f ' '''dayns, 

tlio VallamhuH in tho h,!d of tho I'hh!',!! /''' '‘''''il' I'loot 

mhoaw to HiniHot on tho ovo r i L at ton 

pvthormg .shoutml approval alnl 1 V’"' ^'lio 

hanks in (lonlirniation. On tho inor,'*"” , i""" '"‘"tli(’i'’H 
lymbol was to ho nni.vod 'matii'iiary 

Wa,ya lioadmau. It wan , 'amling 

ilood, witl. ono hngo Idol, of ohiir.'"!'" di'oimhod in 

lio. Now M,.on, and tw^ „ t d. 

mdioato tho silvor nip„„a ''"ta in W'hito to 

lurthov ho (Kiilainod hytho' Vaihindi ."/7"' , “'‘"dd 
would iotoli tin) answo.^ 'I’ln, m, ■ wlio 

dmordor, loud <«oh,n.ati,.nH . 7 ,," !'/> in 

'>'rdtod;7™omS77^^ 
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f:o liHtoii to tho Tiiesaengor’s explanations. The shiver- 
ing fJumdalfjar gave out tho conditions of peace and, as 

0 conc,lu,lo,l a laugh of withering ecorn hioko oyer Ws 

1 ' ;■ . women-bittou masters that tho 

e nillongo is aoeoptod. Say, further, man, that wo dictate 

uo the Now JMoon comes round, two hundred rupees 
ioi oiir temple of tlio Ihdari, wo will hang round ler 
ong-noglected nock, a garland of Vallaniba skulls, picked 

hlZ] » ^rn, "T?': coloured red by Vallamba 

oioofl, J.ho shaking messenger stayed not to further 
pailcy, but slunk back, grateful for thegift oflife. Did 
tiio claiuk ol sugarcane which found its way into 
tJio mouth of tiio elopliant over come back whole ? 


concourse of Valayas met by tho side 
ol the tomplo. Again, of a night, after prelimi- 

nary informal talks, they gathered to make their plans. 
(Ivor the heads of the audience, there rose, compelling 
and curt, the thin, piping voice of Viyyamutri, the son 
ol vayyitri', tho sole survivor of the fights of the famine 
year, when al'tor acconnting. single-handed for threo 
briuvny VaHambas, h© received a gash on his skull, 
which still showed black against the moon-lit sky, and, 
‘Oro ho could rocover, a stab from the darkness sent his 
right oyohall rolling on the ground. He decreed that 
Jill (ho Valayas sliould mobilise, gather their weapons, 
«ti(!kH and Hoyfhes, mattocks and hoes and above all," 
tlio I'otl UUai/nlham, which broke heads and pierced 
bodies, more ])ol.Gnt for havoc than the white man’a 
Mauser or ( lui'icha kukri. They would sally forth, ten 
deoj), in squads of a hundred each, at their head, Komali 
.Knppiin, wlio >vould dance them to victory. “ Oh, iiU me 
with toddy, rich toddy from the palm, till my belly 
bursts, and ,1 will dance the donee of death over the 
slicotod corpses of tho Vallarabas,” cried Komali Kup- 
pan, tho accredited buffoon of the caste. 


And so the fight was well and truly begun. 
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i!ul; .unu- aHihol|(,ml C.msi.Mhl,, ,,,, ,o|...nniod 
;' *•>(, mu, -.1 1.0 ^io woll in Ihis hr.sl, oC ;,|( .o’' u : 

woildH. IIU MUW tml.limjr. ,u,|,[ii)ij,. Nnlhol> 

(IniHiiiKniL An rscvmhuf^ (i,>,u-n rnijtnrd, and when 
(■oniornniMy h> iNdiciu onlrrM, Aniiavi Naidii ucni n ’ 

VnhiyaM aud llm Vallninin! 
JuU,l„U'(!d nuiiul hrm and alunvad id,,, raapiTl, dun 1,', 
ii ui MS f in rninvsnrdulivo |,uv and ordnr VVi h 
J.UMmnn hmna M,ny .nado Idn, pn.,a.n(s ol' fowl i 

S i? : T’ 

^ulo had nol.iuu!' on t.lmlr niirids. 

Ill 

U- wasa. holiday in llionua.lh ol’iMav and Ilm Kirn- 
hlai H ascniidunny had Uvff^ui aitd j,)u. sun hlu/nd forlli 
With appropnalo Ii<a-,aMmHs. All Naliiru N\'as huslmd 

cums, Ukmu waano H,,vn o| nr,,, 'pp,, ‘ 

Hoonu-d milliUKmli lo l<il| a man oul. of hand aud did not 
roquu'o tlio aid ol morn man (,o kill his hroMiiu'. 

rri hahil.al.ion. on Ihn (mlskirhs of 

lidmapalhui, uonHidoni.l>ln husMo. ( Vml iuiumtH 

muyo(l liami l;hu adjaomifhninlo(^ all anund to i l.n UlU 

] H,„ /■/,/„,,■ Vivvan.uui, Vuy^ 

y>Ui luildNWHy. III. iniMii.imdlf i„ nut h, 

Af,unit lopuliation was Vlyyamutri's, I'oi* uoMiiiii^ to 
to whio h ho Imil ovor not Ida lui,«| luu| wiouk. B„ 

wVStivuf to n*'"!'’-?''"''- l'il<'''riuf' oxiiwlitiun 
I„y tJio / *«, It wna VlyyiuHului'a luulcy 

S ^ Vtocoi)(liii(r„, :||,| I'lu-iiu,,! Ilia 

anink, maiched Koniali Kiipijan, hcHudii^ aloft a bannor 
^luch tvasnoiio other th«u"tho’ theo^Jldn 'Jldd;' "h: 
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Valhunbas bad sent, but with the engors of tlia Pito; 

I.ai.Uod on it with shoop’a blood-a 
goddess, displaying round horneck a gailand “f 
skulk, as intimation of what was going to befall 
Vallambaa, who had darod thorn to combat, 

Tho hosts marched on. with ^ 

at Pidaripathai and ^ 

tiu) ViildH,'r3 that would rob tho march of its 

asHSiass 

A shout rent the air ’3' the station 

time. , , . 

A NTnSflit lav within the station-house, taking 

having tT^^h^tbif^TheTSyt 

meals of which ho Pf agift ato the 

liud brought him § j ® jog of r^utton and a 
IKiUcoman’s heart. It wM a nuge fe aside-dish, 

ipiantity of fresh vogeta , £ £],g grandest 

h. wife hucUledto P™P“ triord Annavi had 
repasts she had over nnmlet four miles away, 

Homo business to ^ returned to station 

regarding a runaway anticipation 

at midday, with an w and leisurely in 

of what was coming. _ trident mark to his 

«L?w“ bj Jhis Lt and he sat for one fuU hour 
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doing full jusfcioo to tlio (iondimontod (niiTv chutiiflv nf 

sriits -"f “s '2 

floor, Witli tliG i>0li(!0 rogiHtoi'H lor a pillow. Ho Inv 
slrotcliocl on tJio ooo] lloov, naked save ibr Ids loin-clotlf 
. d od and taut r':* 

■vvaid that you hIoc|) in this fashion '{ This dav^ tlioro {« 
going to ho nmrdor and hlood.shod, ^fJioro go tiie 

W 'Xmol V,, ^liolb ^ V'^llamhas. 

wc wau ccl^ou boloi-0, but yon paid no Imial to what 

0 «tiu>Kl potters said. For iu[v. salco. go and hoo 
six, if you ('annot prevent trouble". Anuavi Naidii’ 

you are talking about?” 

1 1010 thoy go, every niothor’H son, with Vivviinuitri 
aUhou' lioiid, earryiiiB "Moks .iiul erowliara i ncUdI iho 

lie Vl „ 7 , y"" K” '<» HomeMiino' it will 

xS~:«:.2:s,:za - 

returne to L Staton® 

was aarci work lopmg along in tJmfc scorolung sun. 
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r 14 n ^ ihni d'lV Miho (lo’il had business in hand 
Ho felt that tliai a y , ^ blame for not 

X:: S " XHL tot time in au 

Ms So ”■ ^ 

liiKloi’ the drill mastor’s order. ^ 

The Valaya liosts, gaining in spirit as 

S“;r <- 

the Pidan Kanmoi and wo R:„nt the Valayas sent 

“St" 

orios ol tho left their positions and made 

Himnltanoonaly Kanmoi. The white sands of the 

for tho , feet, but there was a madness 

s;st“S *d h;“^“ r. r;i«. 

srs-?rdt;tf 

Hcdvos for tho final onrush. 

,,u„t u.cn, and not a Head 

,k,«evibcd the tpai'c. them, frantically 

<;onfil^a\)lo. Hhambhng ^ ^ Resist. Behmd him 

waving hiH arms as ‘ earns the potters of 

id. a few luindrcd yai s happen. 

J’idaripatliai, mqmsitivo to thrust himself m 

Annavi Naidu He stood there breathles^^ 

botwooutho S^C'his sticking to the- 

his kivooH knocking together, . j^^ee bathed in 
vm.r f Ida mouth and his ^ approliended 

pefapiration. Conldcting emotio^. vag« J J 
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Liid of tlio conaoquenccH. In fcho dim background of 
lis mind, there floated doiJartiuoutal torrora in the 
ihapo of angry Inapoetors, angrier D. S. 1% (lisiniasals 
iiid proaeoutioiiB for negloot of duty. 

But wimt hajUKmed was Homothing that ho had 
icarcely hoped for. The bowildorofl ,)oli{!onian siowiy 
‘oalised that ti»o advancing luwts had .stopped in tlioir 
iaroer. For ono moment of jilea.suriil)lo tt)i'iueut, iio 
lould not hoHovo ins own oye.s. The crowds wore 
ailing back, there wore (lispersals in tlio nmks. The 
policeman in Aimavi Naidu came into hi.s own, The 
>onguG whioii luwl been glued to his i)aliite recovered 
ts normal position and lus knees stood (inn on his 
innly-plunted feet. Amiavi Naidu’s chest lioaved with 
passion aa ho slioutod, '■ What has come upon you, you 
ellowa ^ What is all this row about, this bluster and 
Have you an grown mad T’ Tlie Valayas and 
pile Vallaiubaa broke into disconiiectteil groups. Viyya- 
nutri, son ol Vayyitri, .skulkcil towaid.s iJm poiioonuiu 
iheopislily, his great stick tl>rown away. Komali ICuppau 
itopped in hia dance, and feebly mnrmured. “ M.’lie Head 

iiya luiH oomo inopportunely and ai)oilod the wiiolo 
ihow ’ . 


Shut up, yon foul-mouthed, drimkon hruto ” 
ihouterl tho Head Constable, wJjo had overluiard him. 
Liie ynllamba headmen had slunk away and the 
n’lned hosts continued to disintegrate iiilo thinner 
mcl thinner batches. It was obvious that the arrival 
>t tlio pohccinon had utterly domorali.scd jihom. F’lght- 
ng was out of the question when tho old Head Jiya 
vas there in person. Yet, if tho truth were Icnowii, 'it 
vas not Ins authority they feared so .much as tho man 
nmself, so kindly and Bheltoring. Ho had done no 
larm to any of thorn and had never thrown them over 
.0 the wolves, who would Bond poor dovils to jail for 
tealmg £1 fowl to appease one’s hunger. They felt like 
5ohool ohildrsu discovered by an indulgent schoolmaster. 



TUB HOSTS OP TUSOANY 


150 


grown sudclonly irato over some more than ordinarily 
grave misdomoanour. Annavi Naidu correctly sensed 
tlio temper of the thinning crowds. 


‘You great skullcing blackguards,” he shrieked. 
“ Have you forgotten that Annavi Naidu existed? Wait, 
will have all your huts burnt, your cattle and 
ings Thon, relaxing a little, he continued, “ Run 
away, you rascals, run before I note down your names. 
If I BOO any one of you hanging about, take notice he is 
done for. And you, Viyyamutri, you are the snake 
before whom I set howls of milk. What has possessed 
you in your senility ? Is it that you find the one eye 
you are loft with a hindrance ? ” 

Viyyamutri lumbered up and, in a repentant voiop, 
bogged the Head Aiya to desist. “ Let us^ thank the 
P'idari tliat you arrived in the nick of time. 


“ Nick of the time be hangedl” cried out Annavi. 
“ I am sorry I came when I did. I should have 
later to see you deprived of your other eye and all tiie 
Valaya and'Vallamba dogs screaming with the ^ 

bloody heads and broken arms. I could then have sent 

for the Armed Reserve from Kadur, and after setting 

lire to your houses, marched you away to be hanged y 
the nock or to be sent to the Andamans, when youi 
wives would be sold into slavery to the panahs, Ihen, 
turning to the Vallamba headman. “ You > 

you tried to throw dust in my eyes yesterday, tellm^f 
vour worries in connection with your son s wedd ng. 
Yon wanted to catch me sleeping. You are 
Wmr ruined wall and yet you do no know yom 
AimnviNaidu. Do you think I have lived so long 
among your rabbit hutches without being able to sens 
■the ganWyouworeupto?” 

Then addressing all and sundry, “I thought, I hoped 



156 


GOLD RIOS 


Head Constable at the police station and that you would 
allow his name at least to stay your thieving hands 
^ut did you expect, you dogs, that Annavi Naidu would 
lie low and let you break the King’s peace and tho law 
ot the government which ho is hero to preserve ? Do 
you not know that it is the white man’s govornnient and 
tliat you cannot play at Haidar’s liosts ? ” and much 
more to tho same effect. 

Tho crowds molted away. Tho potters, noutrals 
and peaceable men, gathered round tho poIieoman,?fuU 
of admiration for tho able and authoritativo wav in 
which he had nippod tlio jniscliiof in tlio bud. Vivva- 
mutn edged towards tho policeman, abasliod and 
wishing to bog forgiveness. But, no. Tlie Hoad Consta- 
ble was adamant. Ho hud no use for this man of 
treacliory And Viyyamutri, son of Vayyitri, turned 
homewards feeling that lio had made a fool of himself 

and wondering how to win back tlio favour of tlio 
policeman. 

In a very sliort space of time tlio ground was 
cleared, and the white sands of tlio river bod glinted 

rpVrfTuuVa'" 

Annavi Naidu and the poMora roinainod for ono 
lidl hour to mako suro timt tho demon did not possoas 
tho tribesmen again and make them ro-visit the siiono 
they had just abandoned, with tho same dread puriioso 
as before. And potter boys wont out and bvoullit ' 

mdXnt f -"T clisporsod 

; 1 * Nnidu and tJio potters roturn- 

dtvawirr'^ A* a good 

every moment and the luoonso whioli the nottoj’s 
-burned at his shrine woll-nigh turned his Toad He 



a’HK noaa’s ov tusoany 

l,orod his duty ^ ,totiou to tho effoot 

note in tlie Gonoral . go,„e misundei'standings 

that hearing '^''tr;arb wermcotiug at the Pid«» 

the Valayas of tho peace, ho proceeded. 

er;“ “K—'i" 

further oominotimr at PidMipatlm j U 

had subsided f °]^%,,rooapied as to how best to 

kindly ?di—>s goodwill. 

rooaptino uio j J „„,ian In the Indian 

But the gods ° alent, potent for untold 

(ViHtidofc ®‘,i- of all semhlance to the 

iHOt. wore diBtortecl out of the hornfied. 

M'lilos of a bloody battle f if not surpused, 

Is irr’Ki 
trss °" 

done to ‘ ef '•„ I; ;\tovn the Pidaripathai t® ““’■j 
of tho circle ^ont dwn^^^^^ taken place. And 

first hand ' ^ to-do in the vdlage. 

thon, there was a great 
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liiapector Kamnkslii llazu was a young maTi of 
iunbition. lie had entered tj»e I’olioo as a Sub-riiapector 
and had managed f,o beoomo an Inspoofor early in Ids 
service. Ill-natured ])eo])le Haid that bin promotions! 
were not oavno<l 1)y merit huh by diMcrecl. adaptation to 
the hinnoiir.s of Ids elianging oflicsial Hiiporioi'M. Ho Jiad 
served \m a.j)prontieoHJdp iiiider an ollieor wJio Icuow to 
a nicety on wldeli aide hia liread wan l)ut(,cro<l and was 
an adopt in the art of conveying to his Miiporif)!' oHicers 
the notion that ho was the pivot of the police adiiiiid.s- 
tratiou by cleverly claiming tlio credit Ibr cwory bit of 
smart work which wan done in the Hnl>-(liviHiou. All 
this, without treading on MuMnrna of the .subordinates 
to wljoiu public opinion asen-ibed i lie credit. Kanmk- 
shi Ra/.u had learned his Icsaous well. His ainhitions 
were not oxtravagaut, but to thmn ho stuck with 
resolution. Ho longed for gazetted I'lmk and i‘or a 
handle to his name in the sliapo of w. j.itlo. A llao 
iilahob or llao .Bahadur did look ni(;(^ Imforo one’s nanio 
on onvolopos and invitation earils. Kainalcsld Ra/u 
made up Ids mind that Pidaripatltai was an oxeollont 
chance and docidod to make a job of it. The Now Year 
was still five months ahead and if tlio do.sirecl lionour 
(lid not arrive then, it would not bo his faidt. 

Ho arj'ivod early one morning a1. Iddaripathai, 
acfiompnnicd by a 8wb-Trispoetor and liall'-a-dozon con- 
stables. Annavi Naklu, taken by snrpi-iso, could nob 
guess what this sudden doscont meant. The Inspoctor 
put him a direct quostion aa to wliat' tiie rioting at tlio 
ICanmoi was about. Annavi, greatly relieved, told liini 
what took place, only watering down Ids statoniout to 
the extent of suppressing tho potters’ anticipation of 
tioublo and tried to make out that tlio oiioountor wa.T 
more or less acoidental. His rosoluto donial of any 
rioting having taken place, tho .Tnapootor rocoivod with 
frank disbelief. .“Yours is a lost job, man,” he told 
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«■' »-> .5r"";S St 7trt;S; ",K 

lipailmi. IW ..iifcan^c, the challenge Bont- hy 

VallanibaH’ Je ,v tlio Valayas, the, gai.lun;iug 

ihcnn anil itB past the pelico Rtnli™. 

; ha iChad warned the Hcait CVn- 

'I'lioy l)lni-t(3(l eut that J the warning sonoriBly. 

M,al.lo courage and coolness 

'I'hov oxpatiat^ed ujinn nugry niob. on how 

H„l,ad Ihmg unmol , Olmo^ „nar.r.ed Hoad ( onsta- 
,,udn,ef<.vo tlvow» . that cool 

)1„ should have ^ <jn the Inspector and ho 

b(3iu;ing made ^ d ’^1 to the onovmons perHon.il 

wlArtll:^; old-timc poueeman posBOsacd ovo. 

mod” was the Inspector's reply. 
“Very fine, ^nd then take credit lor 

“Lot a ooufiasration St ^ making a note ot the 

cysss"-'— ' 

niiitciial. ft? 1.1,, in iinid visits to the 

-phoTnsiuvdoiMn^d his staff 

hilts ol' tlio It was said that tlie 

. (hr.ut sensation nvcludo to the arrival 

smslls.dv!!d>nHdlee w^^^^^ , hundred moi^ 

of tlio dorai J U i aims, who were go^^S 

■ivincd with caiiunos g , Vallamhas and set fire 
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grievous hurt, they answered in a solf-oxoulpatoiy at- 
tempt that they were innocent an<l tluit tlio blame was 
all on the other side. They mixed matters np with a 
primitive sense of self-ijresorvation, and strove, by 
accusing the other party, to oxfcricjato themselves from 
an aocusatiom which they feared would somehow or 
other be brought home to thorn. 'iPho best course, in 
such cases, is to pose as the victims and represent the 
other side as the aggressors. 

The Inspector, his Sub-Iiispootor and others 
recorded statements which, they ])orsiiiided thomsolvos, 
were made with full knowledge. In fairjuws to Kamak- 
shi Razu, it must be said that, not having boliovod that 
there had been any riotii-^ when ho first arrived, ho 
came gradually round to tJio view that, as a matter of 
fact, some heads had been broken in tlio Kdnmoi ; and 
this conviction helped him considerably when it camo to 
a question of making Jus report to Jiiglier authority, 
whereon was to bo founded lus claim to promotion and 
honours. Ho drew preliminary attention to tho tradi- 
tional ferocity of tho rival clans and the oaroor of crime 
which they had pursued from tiino out of mind. A 
trifling incident had heon allowed to inllamo thoir minds 
and a carefully planned schonio of rovongo had bcion 
matured which had oITeotuatcd in Hcrious rioting at the 
IHdari Kamioi. But for tho Hoad Constable’s culpable 
nogligenco, the rioting would uevor have taken place. 
Evidence clearly pointed to tho oxistmuio of strong 
motivG on the side of tho Valayas for tlioir forming 
themselves into a huge, unlawful assembly and for tlioir 
having rioted with deadly weapons in tho Fidari 
Kanmoi. Injuries had been inllictcd in profusion but 
owing to lapse of time it was not possible to got 
medical cortificates to prove tho iujurios. Ho proposed 
to treat tho Vallambas as witnosaos for tho prosecution 
and proceed against tho Valayas for offencos under 
Sections U8 and 320 of tho Indian X’onal Godo. 
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prosecution. Erom the mass of hopelessly contradictory 
■statements on record, certain facts stood forth clearly 
and these were that a crowd had gathered at the river- 
ifaed, that an unarmed Head Constable had rushed 
to the scene on hearing of it and that he had with 
commendable daring, flung himself before it and, 
dispersed it. The H. C, had evidently been there in 
time to prevent what might easily have developed into 
^ bloody fracas. In this view of the matter, it followed 
that a number of persons were entitled to acquittal. 

This put an altogether different complexion on the 
matter and the authorities docidod to call a halt in the 
proceedings. A new B. M. had meanwhile arrived and 
thought Government had bettor start to reclaim the 
communities. Anyway, a departmental enquiry seemed 
called for and it came to be felt that there was more in 
the case than met the eye. An experienced D. S. P. was 
put on the matter and he determined to get to the 
bottom of things. A calmer atmosphere came to prevail 
and it was easy to see tilings in their proper perspective. 
Very early in the enquiry, it was evident that Kamak- 
shi Razu had deliberately distorted facts and that 
Annavi was neither the' coward nor tho laggard that ho 
was made out to bo. Annavi was promptly recalled and 
installed in his old place. And, if the fellow walked 
with his head the least bit in tho air, one can excuse 
him. The 1. G. was a new man, who was supposed to know 
the department inside out and never did things by 
halves. He felt that Annavi had been most shabbily 
treated, decided that his unrehearsed act of gallantry 
■deserved recognition and recommended him for tho 
King’s Medal. I still remember the soared look oil 
his face when His Excellency pinned tho medal on to his 
, breast. ' 

Kamakshi Razu was a problem. He could not 
'Survive the Sessions Judge’s scathing oritioisins and they 

were wondering what to do :wdth him, when tho difficulty 
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lyas solved in a tragic manner. Baulked of his plans, 
he was often seen prowling about Pidaripathai like 
Plato’s shades visiting their old haunts. One morning 
he was discovered in the prickly-pear bush by the road- 
side, lying with his skull-broken. It was rumoured that 
the one-eyed villain, Viyyamutri had come upon him 
suddenly one evening, that the devil took instant 
' 'possession of him and that, in an uncontrollable impulse, 
-iie felled him like an ox with his club. It may be true 
or, it may not, and I dare not judge. The Police have 
not been of much help in the matter, for they treated 
the case as undetectable, and Viyyamutri sleeps the- 
sleep of the just. 

Long afterwards, going down to the settlement, I 
met Viyyamutri. The talk turned on other days and 
when some one spoke of the sad end of Inspector 
Kamakshi Razu, a wicked leer lit up the old vUlain’s 
rugged face. When I mentioned it to Annavi, be looked 
ipto the middle distance and said gravely that it was a 
great mystery. So, I think it must have been my 
imagination, after all. 




I.Mays ]K)liti(!al nud Hocial witli 
I)ii-h iiud j)ur2)OHO 

By IlnriiKirnimth Clmttopjulhynyn 

STRANGE JOURNEY ; 

narraftivo aiul lyi-i(!al, ol' 
rapt H(i(5rooy aiul liliiulinij oajulour 
By Hnricidrannth Clinllopadliynyn 

ANGRY DUST ; 

8t<)i‘ioK of (liHtinotion wliicdi aro 
a {»ro(oiind hiiinan dooumont, 
oombinitig tho Himidbuty and tJio 
Hpirilual forco of iblk-taloH 

By Mnnjeri S. I•v^»rnn 

SONG OF THE GIPSYMAIDEN 1 

Uoiidoring of an old a.’amil 
vodaotiu iK)oni into KngliHli, that 
oxproHKOM tlio inox2)roHeih]o in 
langungo tho moat conoroto ami 

^ . Uy Manjerl S. Isvarnn 

TALK FOR FOOD 0 

A Ibroo in frnstration, tliomo 
nnioi’gofctablo, and ^ charaotovB 
momoraldo . ijy Copn! & Abdtiiln 
ESSENTIALS OF GANDHISM 0 

Tho koriiol of Gandliian philo- 
sophy in oloar, oonoieu proao 

By V. SwAmln«tha Ssrma 


SHAKTI KARYALAYAM 

MADRAS * MADURA - COIMBATORE 


